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Durrants School

HE SCHOOL reaches its twenty-first birthday

this term, and I am given the privilege of
writing a foreword in the brochure which intro-
duces you to that happy occasion.

| have known Durrants for all of its twenty-one
years. 1 have been very closely interested in the
development of the School during the last fifteen
years, both in the County Education Committee
and in the Divisional Executive, where 1 have
ever been an advocate of the full development of
Secondary Education for those 80 per cent of our
children who are in fact, educated in our
secondary modern schools.

The education policy of the County Council since the war has
been to build, equip and staff the secondary schools so that pupils
of every capacity could be developed to the greatest measure of their
ability, in order that a full and happy life should be within the reach
of every boy and girl, in this dynamic age.

Come to Durrants now and take the opportunity of seeing the
school, talking to the staff and seeing the children at work and play, at
home and school. You will realise that your investment in education
1s paying wonderful dividends in happiness and knowledge. We in
the County Council and in S.W. Herts are proud of Durrants School
and glad to be a part of the twenty-first birthday.

COUNTY ALDERMAN E. J. BAXTER, O.B.E., J.P.

Chairman of the Hertfordshire County Council.

Chairman of the Governors, Watford Technical College.

Chairman of the Governers, Watford College of Further Education.
Ex Chairman of the South West Herts Divisional Executive,
Freeman of the Borough of Watford.
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RECOLLECTIONS . OF
THE HEADMASTER

1939 - 1960

MARCH, 1960, sees the completion of the first 21 years of the life of Durrants

School, a Senior Elementary School until the operation of the 1944 Education
Act and since then a County Secondary School. When built. and occupied in the
Summer Term of 1939, it was even then a “ modern > school, being the last school
to be built before the 1939/45 War.

Equipped with Assembly Hall, Gymnasium and shower baths, Science
Laboratory, Domestic Science Room with flat, as well as three Craft rooms and
four classrooms for its 263 scholars, it was considered to be almost the last word
in the provision of educational accommodation and opportunity for the non-
Grammar School senior children. Indeed, it did seem the height of luxury after
the transfer from the old buildings in Watford Road and Yorke Road with the
interim period of two terms in the Harvey Road school. But hardly had the school
settled down when it was tested and strained to the limit.

With the outbreak of War, five London schools were evacuated to Croxley
Green and two of these, All Souls’, Langham Place, and St. Albans, Holborn, had
to be accommodated in Durrants School. For a year, the evacuee children and
teachers worked morning sessions from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and Durrants had the
afternoons from 1.30 to 5 p.m. In the autumn of 1940 a re-organisation of evacuee
schools took place and all the senior pupils and some of the teachers of the now
seven London schools, were incorporated into Durrants. The roll was now 435 and
organised as a three-stream school and, of course, with no increased accommodation;
an. added strain to the school was due to the fact that in this newly built-up district,
it was one of the few buildings where evening activities could take place. Once it
had been ** blacked out ™ it was in use every evening of the week as well as during
the daytime. Adult classes were started and these, with the newly-formed Home
Guard, the Army Cadet Force, the Girls’ Training Corps, Youth Squads and the
Youth Club, occupied the premises in the evenings, and Firewatchers and Air Raid
Wardens during the nights, while the Baptist and Roman Catholic Churches filled
the school on Sundays.

The ending of the war did not bring much relief, for as the evacuees returned
to London, the increasing numbers of the local child population filled any possible
gaps. Added to this, the district re-organisation of schools added the senior children
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from Chipperfield and Sarratt to our own numbers, and the raising of the school
leaving age to 15 years still further complicated the problem.

Classes had to be accommodated in the Hall and on the stage and in one of the
staff rooms. However, during 1947, five H.O.R.S.A. classrooms and {wo work-
shops were added. Shortly afterwards a school canteen was built and relieved the
pressing school meals problem; until then four classrooms had been used as dining
rooms, a bookstore converted to a kitchen and a caretakers’ room used as a food
store. Tribute must here be paid to the Cook Supervisor, Mrs. Wilkins, and her
kitchen staff for their devoted service.

It was in 1947 also that a full inspection of the work of the school was carried
out by 12 of the Ministry’s Inspectors, the first such inspection to be made in the
country since 1939.

Now scheduled as a Secondary Modern school, it was the problem of the Head-
master and Staff to re-consider seriously the aims of the school, the curriculum,
the scope of work attempted and the problem of bridging the gap that existed
between the education of those selected for Grammar schools and those attending
the new Secondary Modern schools. The aims of the Senior school with a leaving
age of 14 years were bound to be restricted by the limited time spent in school,
varying from two years one term, to three years one term according to the date of
birth. This early leaving age also precluded the taking of recognised examinations
that could be counted as qualifications. The longer school life in the Secondary
Modern school made possible not only that teaching could be more thorough, but
also that there could be more varied content of the curriculum.

The 1944 Act in its terminology substituted the three *“A’s for the three ** RS
of the previous code—‘ age., ability and aptitude” for *‘ reading, writing and
arithmetic.”” The * streaming ”” of the pupils aims to take account of the difference
of ability and aptitude as well as age.

The first stage in the educational programme of the Modern school was to try
to cure the semi-illiteracy of the children of low intelligence and ability. For some
years while the problem was pressing, partly as an aftermath of the war years, and
partly due to gross overcrowding in the Primary schools, it was possible to have a
few small classes where backward children could receive much more individual
attention and develop to their capacity; unfortunately most of such classes have
had to be closed through the present overcrowding in the Secondary schools, but
fortunately the need for such remedial work is less than it used to be.

The second stage of advance has been the development of the S.W. Herts
Certificate of Education. This examination was designed to provide a stimulus for
all pupils in the school to achieve a good standard in whatever aptitude they
possessed, and a Certificate to prove this; this was the first of its kind in the
country and is now being copied by many other Authorities. It is the result of a
series of Conferences of Heads of schools and the Divisional Education Officer, and
after two ftrial years in 1951 and 1952, has been firmly established with an
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Examination Council to control its operation. It has very largely succeeded in ils
aim of providing an incentive to purposeful study, and has also resulted in encourag-
ing numbers of children to stay on at school after the leaving age, to complete the
four-year Course. Both employers and the Institutions of Further Education are
finding it of value in assessing applicants and entrants. In 1959, 47 pupils stayed on
after 15 vyears of age and of the 101 in the IVth forms last July, 96 took part in
the examination and 91 were successful in from 1-10 subjects.

The third stage of development has been the introduction of Vth forms for
those pupils who have proved their ability and inclination to cope with more
advanced work. A second extension of premises in 1954, a third in 1956 and a
fourth in 1959 made it possible to give these boys and girls a certain choice of
subjects for more intensive study, and the opportunity of taking nationally recog-
rized examinations such as G.C.E., R.S.A., Pitmans and U.E.l. pre-engineering.
in 1956 a small Vth form of 13 boys took the Engineering Course and all passed
the U.E.I. examination and some passed in two G.C.E. subjects. In 1957 there
were 20 boys and girls taking either the Engineering or Commercial Course. In
1958 there were 38 boys and girls in two Vth forms, one with a technical bias—
FEngineering and Commercial-—and the other where the choice of subjects covered a
wider field of interests and possible careers. For the first time some pupils obtained
four passes in G.C.E. O level as well as R.S.A. Schools, Technical or Commercial
Certificates:; also, for the first time, two boys and one girl were transferred at the
end of the Course to a Grammar school where they continued to be successful, one
having now nine O level G.C.E. passes and the other two seven each.

In 1959, our 21st year, there were 41 Vth form pupils, 28 of whom passed in
from 1-5 subjects in G.C.E. (Cambridge), 15 passing in 3-5 subjects. It is interest-
ing to note that whereas in 1956 only four subjects were attempted in this examina-
tion, in 1959 the entries ranged over 15 subjects in all of which there were successful
candidates. In 1959 also, thirteen Vth form boys and girls were transferred to
Grammar schools and four to the Technical and Further Education Colleges.

This development of Vth form work has very greatly extended the range of
occupation to the abler pupils. The more * selective” apprenticeships such as
Rotax, B.T.H., W.E.M.Co., De¢ Havillands, are open to our boys and there have
been a number of entries to Banks, Insurance and Solicitors’ Offices and to Nursing
Training. Several are continuing study to qualify for entry to teaching, Occupa-
tional Therapy, Physio-therapy, and student apprenticeships in Engineering. Apart,
however, from the career value, these Vth form pupils have benefited enormously
in acquiring a sense of responsibility, maturity and a legitimate ambition. Their
duties as School Prefects have helped them to realise their future duties as citizens.

It can be fairly claimed that these developments in the Secondary Modern
School have almost bridged the gap that separated them from the Grammar and
Technical schools, and that no child is prevented, as the result of selection tests
carried out at 11 years of age, from achieving what is possible, according to ability
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and aptitude. If, however, academic achievement and examination success were
to be the cnly aims of the school, it would have failed in its responsibility to the
children, their parents and the ratepayers. It is even more important that schools
should set high standards of character, integrity, courtesy and spiritual values—
that there should be preparation for satisfactory use of leisure—an appreciation of
Art, Music and Literature—a willingness to give to life and not just to get—
physical fitness and the knowledge of how to keep fit—encouragement to choose
well, right from wrong, beauty from ugliness, the unselfish from the selfish, the wish
to help others who are less fortunate, the self-discipline that makes for true
happiness.

It is hoped that these aims which are more difficult of realisation than the
results of specific lessons, are helped by the various societies and clubs in the school,
by out of school activities, by visits to places of interest, concerts, selected films,
ballet, museums, lectures and exhibitions, by school journeys at home and abroad,
by the devotion and friendly interest of the staff, by the Parents-Teachers’ Associa-
tion meetings and not least by the act of worship at morning assembly and the
religious education lessons. Evidence of all these will be found in the Exhibition,
and it is hoped that the school is helping the children in this district to adjust
themselves in the difficult stage of adolescence and in a world that is so rapidly
changing.

Much has been accomplished in the past 21 years, but much remains to be
done. It was said by Sir Fred Clarke, who played a large part in the shaping of
the 1944 Education Act, that the future of Great Britain depended even more on
developing to the full the potentialities of the 80 per cent who do not attend the
Grammar schools, than on the 20 per cent who do. This cannot be done “ on the
cheap ” and the statement has recently been made that more is spent on advertising
than on all forms of education. It is hoped that this Exhibition will provide some
evidence that the schools are using what money is at present available, in the
best interests of the children and the nation.

It would be churlish to fail to acknowledge the debt of gratitude to those who
have helped the school during the past 21 years. It would, however, be impossible
to name or list all those who have shared in the work of development; the County
Education Committee, the County Education Officers, the past and present members
of the Board of Governors, the South West Herts Divisional Executive—all have
supported and encouraged us in our work. The school is especially indebted to
the Divisional Education Officer, Mr. Spreadbury, for his unfailing sympathetic
co-operation in our efforts. To all the many friends of the school we say ““ Thank
you.” Lastly, it should be recorded that all development plans would have failed
without the enthusiasm and unselfish service of a loyal staff, past and present, who
have not spared their efforts in this pioneer work. Perhaps it is permitted to make
special mention of one name in this connection, that of Miss H. M. Sleight, Head
Assistant from 1939 to 1958, and now enjoying a well earned retirement.
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HOBBIES AND YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

¢ ENS SANA IN CORPORE SANO.” Children who have healthy minds in

healthy bodies do need activity and it is good when this activity takes the
form of an interesting hobby. Some of these interests come into the orbit of school
clubs and societies or are helped and encouraged by members of staff. while some
are unusual and quite individual, such as the boy who has collected over 200
football programmes.

The school does keep in close touch with the various youth organisations in
the district. The Croxley Green Youth Committee which co-ordinates these
activities meets in the school and the school notice boards are frequently used to
publicise youth events and special meetings.
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