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Croxley Song boo

There camnot be many villages which can boaut a collection
of mongs of their very owne This im one such collection, T
owe a debt to Godfrey Cornwall who, having introduced me o the
words of mome of the songs, encowraged me to ssarsh for the
tuness During the course of my enguiries, I discovered even
more songd, to which I have added two of my own, and one written

by pupils of Durrants Schoole

Life in Croxley has changed preatly since the Jast war, and
many of its traditions heave died. Where now is Cherry Sunday,
or Garland Day? What a loss it would be to Uroxleys own culture
if its songe died as welll I hope therefore that lecal schools
and societies will welcame ithie litile ncllection, that younger
Croxleyites will scon be singing the village songs, and that the
older inhabitants will have memories stirrved by some of these

words and tunes.

My thanks go to Godfrey Cornwall, Bill, Alfred and Algy
Hedges, Fred Randall feor words and music, %o Bob Roome for writing
oul the music, Yo Nichard Canton and pupile of Durranis School for
1llustrations, and to Marian Beryant for the publication of this
booklet at Durranba.

Enjoy your gingingl

© Croxley Green History Project Roger Bemmett
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come alvoss soine  sporting  revellers danding ko this  tune,
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- round, us Flocks to reuct  on  the green.
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There I met a merry maiden, sparkling and fair,
Agked her if she'd come and join me, would she revel there?

————— T O e s

ALY

We're the mighty men nf Croxley, finest to “e seen,

the maids arcund us flocks to ravel on the Gresns

ietis

Sue saidy "Kind sir, you ask a favour, I shall grant it thee
oy ? ‘ ? e
Join in the merry-meking, the romps and revellrye"

A1l

We'rs the mighty me

3 r f Croxley, finest to be seen,
the malds arcund us flocks to revel on the Greene

when at lsgt the romps were over and golden was the moon,
She asked me to veturn to (roxley one afterncon noxt June.
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We 'y

g the mighty men of Croxley, finsst to be seen,
the neids arcund us floocks to revel on the Greshe

e

Crowley

n}_y“ﬂ

t hawve beesn ‘&x? 1f it had existedd

Anthem: I wrote this song 4o suggest what a Hevels folk song

© Croxley Green History Project




fhe Worth End Boys: The first veraion wae colleoted from Fred Randall, and

the sscond version from Bill Hedges.

Znd versions
We are fthe Norlh bnd Ioys.
We are the North End Boys.
We know onp manners, we spend our fanners,
Halre rogpacted whoremever we £0.
When we go marching down the old New Road,
Doors and windows open wide.
AlL ths beys do hollsr out
"Puk your hloomin' Woodbines out®,

We are the North ¥nd Soys.

The North Fnd Bove were 2 Croxley football team befors World War Iy the

majority bsing members of the Croxliey lads Brigade, Most of the players

were killed in the war, as & report in the Waiford Observer, dated 14%h
October 1916, showns "OF the 35 Croxley Leds Brissde who rushed to the
colours at the outbreak of the war, only 6 or 7 renain in the Fighling

line, the others being killed or wounded."

The. prigins of this song are not entirely clear. The tune is & version
of Wibo were you with last night?  The woerde indicete that there may be
further varianteg they sertainly seem to be baged on & national song,

sung 40 & tune which is only vagvely similars ‘The words, ziven to me hy

Jaclk Brown, arei

We are some of the KRR's, we are some of the boyn.

We lnow our manuers, apend all our tanners,

We apre respegted whersver we nay g0,

Whan we're marching down the village sireetl,

hoeoyways and windows open wide.

411 the girls begin fo cry, "Tae KHR's are coming by
We are mome of the boys,

© Croxley Green History Project
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There was Long Wit the navvy
And little Beniamin

Danky Wells, one of the swells
bad Archis Putti-anane

.‘.,,\
5

Thare wag alst Foreman Owean
Ang Orady, big and bold
But ko cub our story shorier

We were twenty~four all told.

B B

{5} Taen ur the Green we sirolled (&) We gazed at one anocther
Along lovdwaiter Lane { Then hanging out his tongue
The twenty=four all told Jook Adams that old blighter
To Chorleywood all ocames g Said, Thy will be done.
i !
(7] We ocalled in &t the Wnite Horse {8} Some of us had bottied sle
- Its Wre. Bales you know Some others they had gin
And Tor 4o shift heyr heer Then afteyr blowing out ouwr hidesn
ot one of us was slow, We all mat down t0 sings
|
{9) When in walked Benny CGoodman {10) We asked him if he'd have & drink
And on a seat he sunk He said Ohl gracious lord
Well, just fto put it nildly I think that we had better
He was paralyiic drunk, ' Order three rounds more.
|
(11} e sminging then had started {17} then he hed biked to Bushay

The drinking it wes great
dhen poor old Banny Goodman
Reaited his cycle¥a fate,

Ard stopped to guench his thirst
He sat ingide the public houss

A8
dror both his tyres bursi.

P
Send

sl

We want on drinking bottled ale,
Whiskey, ginger wine,

Cider ard stouit, Yo blow us out
And tesr of every kind,

We bade goodbye to Mrs. Sales
Then making Ffor the dooy

We found our poor colid Bdgsr
Iying druni upon the [loor,

{15} A1l of us stopped, we picked him up
We mtood him on hiz feet
Than very shortly found ourselves
In Croxley High Street,
e g
‘:.: .w"“@ @-ﬁ; ¥
f”ﬁééi?%??“ﬁr
4v  © Croxley Green History Project
b was lagt Christmas morningt A third soeng about the Yorth End Boys telling

us & 1ittle of thelr deinking habitsi
Long Wit

ALE Worn

Foreman Owen

The local lade referred 4o areie

Arthur Owen

Little Benjamin - Ben Gunnell Grady ~ Alhert OGravestock
Dankeyv Wells ~ Dank Wells Bl gey w  Pdpar Gezvsstock
Archie Putiman = Archie Putman Jook Adams = Pred Adams
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one of us pro- po-sed a  stroll to  Chorley  wood. (23 e stacted from the
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listen now ko me.

Cautsertuok Ales

brew of beer, so I wrote this song to celebpate it,

The old Croxley family, the Cluiterbucks, used 1o make & fine!

¥ay Sonp: The tune is of 8 Hertfordshire May carel, but as far ag I can

discover, axd I cannot be ceptain, these words were wrilten in the 1920%s
by York Road Girls School. Algie Hadges says: "They had to moke up a
posm about the 18t Maye I can slways remember ny sigster,  She staried

off ¥The first o May iz a happy dey’® and thatfs ae far ae she got with ite

¥y two brothers {ALf and Bill) and mymelf kept giving her fresh lines for
its Hone of them was rizht for ite”

© Croxley Green History Project
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mouth it runs dry, To  the  Coach ond the Horses  when | passes near, o
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drink _of that Fiee  Croxlay beer. .

Oh I'm in fine fettle a miller am 1
1, G0es for a drinls when my mouth it runs dry
“To the Coach and the Horses when | passes near
Bnd has me a drink of Fhal fine Crosley beer.
~ CHORUS ~ ‘ _
2. Now L am a soldisr when | gebs Hie chance
I fights for fngland in Spain or in France
When fighting 1s over | veburn home
16 have a. drink of the beer for which Croxley is known.
 ~ CHORUS ~
. Oh Clubberbuds, oh Clubberbuch yow've bhe finest of ales
A i {‘oin in with anyone whe sinas of Fhe bales
-~ Of the finest and tastiest of all Croxley beers
De join with us sing with us, come on now my dears,
~ CHORWUS ~ .
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Oown New Road in Crow-~ ley  Green, Fred  Gould was o -coused of
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Stea~ling, They took him to_ court for the Broccol ~i Crime and then he wag
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fmed ten shillings. They took. ham ko _court for th_g Brucc.cimx

cfime ond

thgvn he wos fined ten shillinus

Constable Humsn had had a complaint from Me. Webb that evaning,
Fred Gould was the man who bad taken ths plants
Por this he was charged with thisvings

. was the men who had daken the planta
Yor this he was charged with thieving.

Pred Gould

Hhen in court ha steoed in ths box, admitied he¥d taken the planis.

Prad paid he had intended o pay, bubt he never had the chances

Fred said he had intended o pay, but he never had the chance.

© Croxley Green History Project
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Broecali Songt A song written by Dmrrvenits puoils concerning & orime

committed on May 22nd, 1926 by Pred lould.
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'Iay'of Modern Croxley: This was writien as a piece of doggerel soon after the
Watford Riote of June 26th 1902, which were caused by the preparation for
Edward Vii'a corconbiien being posiponed. The Watford Observer, July 5th

1902, reports:

In conmequence of the rumour that the body of roughs who broughit such
disgrace on the hitherto eminently respectable town of Watford on
Thursday were to pay & vigit 1o the village on the following night, i3
was thought advisable to get prepared for the ocoasions With their
usual good organising ability the Men of Croxley with Mrs Barton-Smith at
the head of affairs rapidly arranged = formidable defence coppss About
40 stalwaris were sworn in &s special constables at Rickmansworth and took
up a strategical position on the Watford Road with the cricket pavillion
as headquarters, The whole of the roads were also patrolled by small
companies and oyclisis acted as moouts till past midnight, when all fsar
of an attack wes &t an end, On the following nighte however a strict
watch was kepte The local police expressed their thanks for the
aggiatance and ithere is no doubt that the riotsrs would have experienced
& very warm time indeed had they veniured to carry out their Threat.
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There is a tape=recording available of these songs, performed by
pupils and teachers of Durrants Sohool with the invaluable help
of pupile of Little Green School.

Songe 1, 6 and 7 are copyright Roger Bemmett 1980.
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