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No. 95 Editor-F. NORMAN CHERRILL No. 4-0CTOBER 1967

Annual General Meeting
...

To All Members,

The Annual General Meeting of the Croxley Green Residents' and Ratepayers' Association will be
held on Friday, 3rd November, 1967, at 8 p.m. in the Science Room of the Dickinson Guildhouse,
New Road, Croxley Green. All members are earnestly requested to attend.

10 Bateman Road,
Croxley Green, Herts.

F. N. CHERRILL,
Hon. Secretary.

AGENDA
l. Minutes of the 1966 Annual General Meeting 6. Election of President and Vice-Presidents.

held on 2nd November, 1966. 7. Election of Officers and Committee for the
2. Matters arising therefrom. ensuing year.
3. Chairman's Report. 8. Election of Hon. Auditors.
4. Hon. Secretary's Report. 9. Resolutions.
5. Hon. Treasurer's Report and statement of 10. Open Discussion. (Prior notice of items for

accounts for the year ended 30th September, discussion should be handed to the Hon.
1967. Secretary.)

N.B. All Members of the Association are eligible to serve on the Commitee. If you are willing to
serve kindly write to the Hon. Secretary at least two days prior to the A.G.M.

LUXTON'S
(Prop.: Mr. and Mrs. Shelley)

4 SCOTS HILL, CROXLEY GREEN
Tel.: Rickmansworth 72847

for
Regular delivery of Newspapers and Magazines

Cigarettes and Tobacco

Best Quality Confectionery

School Requisites

Greeting Cards for all occasions

Local Agent for the Gordon Fraser Gallery

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATOR

A.PEASLAND
Fairest rates in the area

Estimates Free

Phone: Rickmansworth 76146

Quality at a reasonable price

i
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vVE HEAR
BUSFS AND TRAINS

The Public Transport Committee of Rickmansworth
Council has been charged with the task of 'examining
local public transport services, 'and is prepared to
receive comment and suggestions from organisations or
individuals. Your Association has remitted the com-
ment that buses often come along in bunches which
seems 'attributable to lack of adherence to timetables.
Worse, we know, is the omission 'Of any expected bus.

COMMON RIGHTS OVER THE GREEN
Arising from Government proposals over a year ago

anyone could apply for the registration of common
rights. Apparently two applications have been so
lodged, and we hear Rickrnansworrh Council (who give
no reasons in the Minutes) have lodged objections so
that the Council can be fully satisfied of the alleged
rights!

WE QUOTE
Countless thousands of housewives must be sick and

tired of sweeping up cereals because of the stupidly
designed packets (Durham Consumer Group).

LLOYDS BANK
A branch has opened in a temporary building in

New Road; this is under the supervision of the
Watford Branch.

••The Handyman's Shop" Tel.: Rick. 75697

P. BECI(FORD Ltd.
307 BALDWINS LANE

CROXLEY GREEN
also at 1 Money Hill Parade, Bickmansworfh

Tel.: Riokmansworth 73906
Timber, Hardboard and Mouldings

Ironmongery and Tools Domestic Hardware
Garden Requisites Key Cutting

Electrical Accessories Glass cut to size
Stockists of High Class Decorating Materials
Agents for John Line, Sanderson, Ashley and

Shand Kydd Wallpapers

DURRANTS
CROXLEY GREEN

for your

21st Birthday Party> Wedding Reception>
Anniversary Celebrations

FULL CATERING FACILITIES

Available for Business Conventions

Tel. - Rickmansworth 73014

CROXLEY GREEN EVENING TOWNSWOMEN'S
GUILD

We do welcome new members and do our best to
make them feel at home among us. We meet on the
third Friday of every month in the Science Room of
Dickinson Guildhouse, New Road, at 7.45 p.m., when
we have our monthly meeting at which we have 'a
speaker, in 1968 we are to have Zena Skinner, Peter
Harkness on Roses, the Police on Security, to name but
three. Apart from our monthly meeting our Arts &
Crafts Section meet every fortnight, Drama once a
month, Music once a month, and Social Studies once
a month. We are non-political and non-sectarian and
any further information will be gladly given by the
Secretary, Mrs. Norman, of 39 Sherborne Way, Tel.
No.: Rick 74899, October meeting 20th.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCFS
This Association has long ago suggested to the

Council that it would be beneficial to provide public
conveniences somewhere along the route of the Watford
Road through Croxley Green. Your Committee con-
sidered various suggested sites and decided that the
best place would be at Croxley Met. Station. The
Engineer and Surveyor was instructed to prepare a
report, but this has still not been done. A Councillor
enquired as to what extent current Government restric-
tions on expenditure prevented such work being done,
and the Highways and Traffic Committee will now
consider the matter further. We have heard complaints
of the service road behind a fish and chip shop being
used as a public convenience, and we firmly believe
this sort of thing should not happen.

ANY COMPLAINTS
The Post Office is looking for ways to boost its

postal business. Questionnaires are to be sent out this
autumn (if you get one let me know!). Sample ques-
tions: "Are you satisfied with Post Office facilities?
If not, what are your complaints? Do you find P.O.
staff courteous?" (reprinted from the "Daily Mail").

POST OFFICE USERS' COUNCIL
The suggestion of the Croxley Green 'Residents'

Association to have an area Post Office Users' Com-
rnittee covering Watford, Rickmansworth, etc., is still
on the agenda of the Watford Chamber of Commerce.
We await news that will give our Association a seat
on the new committee.

CAIN'S
THE GREEN, CROXLEY GREEN
Telephone-RICKMANSWORTH 74065

GREENGROCER and FRUITERER
CUT FLOWERS AND BEDDING PLANTS

Agent for Birds Eye Frozen Foods

DELIVERIES DAILY

OPEN SUNDAYS 10-1 p.m.



AND OBSERVE

RECORDED MUSIC
An enquiry to the County Librarian for the provi-

sion of a gramophone record library in Croxley Green
has brought 'a reply from the Area Librarian saying
this has been contemplated for several years but, on
each occasion, the item has had to be deleted on the
grounds of economy. Come now, Herts c.c., this
really isn't good enough! Why not start this year
with a mere fifty records. and keep adding year by
year?

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED
Some difficulties have arisen in distributing our

magazine to residents in Dover Way, in Watford Road
between the two stations, to the 'Odd-numbered houses
in Links Way, and in Grove Crescent. If you can
help (only four times a year) will you please contact
Mr. J. W. Broome at 114 Links Way?

THE TIP-TOPPERS
Again in the news-this time we hear they are

making a film which they aim to enter for the Amateur
Guild Film Producers' competition. One of their
members, Miss S. Young, has been appointed Wardrobe
Mistress at the National Theatre.

SUB POST OFFICE
A new sub post office has opened in the shop of

Sweet Fayre, at 2 The Green. This is proving very
convenient. Half-day closing is on Saturday.

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Readers are reminded that members of the public

are admitted to Council meetings and some Committee
meetings, all held at Basing House, commencing at
8 p.m.
Council meetings: 31st October, 12th December.
Highways Committee: 16th October, 27th November.
Open Spaces Committee: 17th October, 28th November.

THE RED CROSS SOCIETY WELCOME CLUB
Residents of Croxley Green will be happy to know

that the Red Cross Welcome Club for Senior Citizens
has been open for a year and we think all the members
and helpers will agree that it has been a happy and
successful year. The membership has now increased
to 22:0, though we hope that all our members will not
arrive 'at once, as the Hall only holds 2oo!

A. R. CROSS
CHEMIST

158 Watford Road, Croxley Green

Telephone: Rickmansworth 72072

Dinners are served three days a week, these are very
much appreciated and we would like to extend the
service if we could find more cooks and washers-up.
Chiropody is available every Monday afternoon and
the numbers are steadily increasing. More members
are using the bath-this is available to any member
for 1(- and free to handicapped folk who need assist-
ance and cannot bathe at home. The Medical Loan
Depot has been extremely busy. This is available free
to any Croxley resident and is a well stocked depot
run by the V.AD.s.

The cost of running the Building is heavy-£691 to
31.5.67-but so far, we are making both ends meet by
evening lettingsof the Hall, by donations and fund
raising, and with the help of a generous grant from
the Rickrnansworth Urban District Council.

We are very grateful to all our helpers, who are
entirely voluntary, and also to those Club members
who undertake so many tasks in the Club, and help
to promote a real feeling of friendship.

We would like to appeal to all Residents for their
help--we need volunteers for cooking, washing up,
morning and afternoon coffee and tea duties and we
are always glad to know of car drivers who will help
us either regularly or in emergencies.

Finally, we would like to thank all Croxley resi-
dents who have taken such an interest in the Centre.
We hope we may continue to give service to the older
members of the Community to the best of our abjlity.

MEAD AUTOS
(Croxley Green) Ltd.

48 NEW ROAD
CROXLEY GREEN

'I'elephone-c-Rickrnanswor-th 75144

Breakdown Service

Self Drive Hire

Esso Blue Dealer

RICKMANSWORTH 77618

SUZANNE

244 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN

Reduced Charges to O.A.P.s



Hardware + China + Gifts + Paints + Wallpaper + Tools

3 New Parade, The Green, Croxley Green
Telephone: RICKMANSWORTH 74556

Picture Frames Made + Timber + Paraffin + Free Delivery

WHAT THE BATTLE OF ENFIELD HAS TAUGHT
The battle of Enfield has been hard and long. For

18 months a group of ordinary people has disrupted
the routine of their 'Jives to fight for the most im-

. portant principle of all: the right of the individual to
be heard.

The tragedy of this particular case is that the
Government of this country has had to be reminded
that this principle exists.

There can perhaps be general agreement on one
point. The Master of the Rolls and his colleagues
demonstrated the ability of the courts to call powerful
authorities to book for actions contrary to the law of
the land. Anyone who cares about the freedom of the
individual must be pleased that this can still happen,
although the pleasure is tempered by the realisation
that the courts would be equally assiduous in discip-
lining a local authority that was ignoring the law in
order to mitigate an unjust or in-considered piece of
legislation.

FORTHCONUNG EVE~
Your Editor (Mr. F. N. CherriU, 10 Bateman Road),

would 'be pleased to hear from any Society, Organisation,
or groups who wish to announce forthcoming events in
this magazine. There is no charge; we only want
everyone to know what is going on. The next issue
will be distributed in January, and copy would be
needed by 1st December.

W. GADSDEN & SON
Family Butcher and Poulterers

OVEN RlEADY POUL'DRY and CAPONS

Good English Beef, Lamb and Pork for the
Family Table

Cooked Meats or Pickled Tongues
Home Killed Meat

175 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Telephone-RIOliMANSWORTH 72171

4 THE GREEN. CROXLEY GREEN

Under the Personal Supervision. of ·Mr.; ,and Mrs.' FRICKER

Tel. - Rickmansworlh 76967

ARE YOU A MEMBER? IF NOT, TillS lIS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN OR RE-JOIN

The minimum subscription is 2s. per year per family
and subscriptions .above this amount are credited
to a separate fund which is used in furtherance of
the Association's policy to secure ·representation on
the Rickmansworth Urban District Council.

To the Hon. Treasurer, at 114 Links Way
(or to any member of the Oommittee)

Please enrol me as a member of ·the Croxley Green
Residents' and Ratepayers' Association, for whdch
I attach subscrlptlon for the year.

Mr. & Mrs _ Amount

Address Date .
(You wiZl not be canvassed for the return of this

form; your membership is entirely voluntary)

NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST
CONFECTIONER TOYS

GREETING CARDS

DAVIES
196 WATFORD ROAD

CROXLEY GREEN
WATFORD 21705

Regular EARLY MORNING Delivery of
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

throughout Oroxley
-.

'Have Your DRY CLEANING READY TO WEAR IN 30 MINUTES
. . 10 lbs. for 10s. . .

Single Items - Is. 6d. per lb. 24 hours Service
at

THE --BENDIX LAUN[)ERET;TE



PHONE RICKMANSWORTH
By Day 74074

By Night RICK"MANSWORTH
7 5 8 9 9 or 7 5 9 2 2

CRESCENT
and

24-HOUR SERVICE

STATION CORNER
NEW ROAD

CROXLEY GREEN
RICKMANSWORTH

CARS
PRIVATE HIRE

RADIO CONTROLLED

FOR THE BEST VALUE
in

FOOTWEAR AND REPAIRS
go to

WRIGHTS
245 New na, Croxley Green

(Phone: Rickmansworth 72819)
also at Watford and Stanmore

" National" Cheques accepted

Sweet-FII,re
2 New Parade, The Green, Croxley Green

TOBAOCONISTS and
CONFECTIONERS of DISTINCTION

Post Office -Stationery - .Greeting Cards
Toys - Chemist's Sundries

Printers of' Personal and Wedding Stationery
SATISFACTION our GUARANTEE

Rickmansworth 72686

The Association thanks the Advertisers [ortheir support
and hopes all'ourredders will patronise them. We are
grateful to our voluntary.' distributors who ensure that
this publication is the only one to reach every house in
Croxley Green.

BUDGET ACCOUNTS
A revolutionary scheme that takes all the tears out

of paying the big annual bills has been announced by
the National Provincial Bank 'and the Westminster
Bank.

As a result of the schemes each bank customer will
be able to tell his local Branch Manager 'about all the
regular bills he has to pay. If the Manager agrees
that the man is handling his affairs sensibly the Bank
will -assist him to pay such bills promptly as they be-
come due whilst repayments are spread equally over a
twelve-monthly period,

The aim of the scheme is to assist customers to
handle their affairs in a businesslike way. By spread-
ing the load equally over a twelve-monthly period, the
customer avoids pressure peaks when all the annual
bills seem to drop on the door mat at the same time.

Big annual recurring bills that come within these
schemes include:-General and Water Rates; Education;
Telephone, gas, electricity, fuel brlls; Car insurance;
,Road Fund Tax Licence; Season Tickets; T.V. and
Radio Licences; Insurances.

To cover the administrative costs of operating this
scheme the Bank will charge about £1 per cent on
turnover.

ST. OSWALD'S CHURCH
Reminding you of the Christmas Bazaar on 2nd

December and the Whist Drive on 16th December.
FIRST AID LECTURES

A series commenced on 18th September, at 8 p.m.
in the B.R.C. Centre. It's not too late to join; details
from Mrs. I. Howard, 2 Wllrwick Way.

CROXLEY GREEN FLOWER GROUP
Forthcoming arrangements: 9th October in The

Guildbouse, a demonstration by Mrs. E. N. Alcock.
For a special demonstration by Mrs. S. Macqueen, All
Saints'Church Hall has "been 'booked for 13th Novem-
ber at 8 p.m, On 11th December members will make
Christmas decorations in The Guildhouse.

, .A very successful first Annual Show was held on
23rd September. Details from Miss K. M. Raggett,
,2 Scots -HiU Close.

SARRAIT PARISH COUNCIL
We rare pleased ,to learn. that Mr. J. R. G. Hawes,

who is Sarratt Parish Councillor for Durrants Ward,
has arranged to have a notice board' in his garden at
6 Canterbury Way, showingdate and agenda for Coun-
cil Meetings. Also, the Parish Council Minutes can
now be seen in Croxley Library,

~----------------------------------------------------~~



CROXLEY GREEN ROADS SAFETY COMMITTEE
Footpath in Watford Road. It is now more than a

year since Rickmansworth Council agreed to the
widening of the footpath between Yorke Road and
All Saints' Church as a priority job. The delay has
been caused by indecision concerned with widening the
footpath without felling the trees.

Attention is again directed to the urgent need to
resurface Watford Road at the junction of Scots Hill
and The Green where a vehicle will overturn one of
these days. It is believed that Watford Road between
Pikes Stores and the foot of the hill is due to be
resurfaced.

The Committee has had discussions to improve the
sight lines where Harvey Road and Dickinson Square
join with Watford Road. Although progress has been
made to cut back a resident's garden in the latter
instance, nothing has been secured to ease the danger-
ous turn out of Harvey Road into Watford Road.

The Pedestrian Crossing outside the Red House P.H.
in Watford Road should soon be converted to provide
'pedestrian-controlled lights. Nevertheless, drivers ap-
proaching from Watford direction would be helped if
their sight line as they crossed the railway bridge was
set back a few feet.

Another portion of Croxley Green goes over to "No
Waiting". This time along Watford Road between the
Met. Station and the entrance to the goods yard. This
has been necessary because so many lorries park here
while visiting the cafe, and they certainly cause a
dangerous obstruction while doing so.

The Committee is about to make a study of car
parking problems in Croxley Green, and any ideas
would be welcomed. The Secretary is Mr. R. T.
Willoughby, 50 Gonville Avenue.

Contact
w. PEAKES

Sub-Contractors
For all Building alterations
and Repairs
Drainage and Sewerage
Estimates Free

15 SPRINGFIELD CLOSE
CROXLEY GREEN

Telephone: Rickmansworth 75719

Have you tried

"FREDDIES"
of Croxley Green

FISH AND CHIPS WET FISH
FRYING HOURS TUESDAY TO SATURDAY

11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m,
5.30 p.m. to midnight

To Order Telephone Watford 31954

A CHRISTIAN WELCOME FOR ALL

ATHOL SCHOOL
An Independent Grammar School for Boys

RAYNERS LANE PINNER MIDDLESEX

The school comprises seven light, spacious classrooms in which the boys are taught in limited
numbers to ensure individual attention.

Recent extensions to the School include a fully-equipped, modern Science Laboratory which
ensures a comprehensive range of science subjects.

The Headmaster is assisted by a fully qualified, graduate staff who take a keen, personal
interest in the boys.

Boys prepared for the General Certificate of Education.

All new pupils must pass an Entrance Examination normally held in May.

HEADMASTER: Prospectus from School
J. C. RUMBLE, B.A.(Oxon)Dip.Ed. Secretary-Tel. PiN 0271



SPOTLIGHT ON THE WATERWA YS
About seven miles of the Grand Union Canal flows

through Rickmansworth and a long stretch of its
banks forms a boundary of Croxley Green. Small
wonder, then, that our readers will have taken an
interest in the White Paper" British Waterways: Re-
creation and Amenity" which provides for a yearly
expenditure of nearly £tm. to retain a network of over
1,400 miles of inland waterways for pleasure cruising.
Witness the Evening News who said" Those who still
think of canals as dirty, stinking drains have certainly
never taken a boat north of Uxbridge on the Grand
Union. They have never walked over the fields to the
pretty village of Denham, nor travelled on through
Black Jack's Lock to enter Watford between a russet
avenue of the trees of Cassiobury Park. This is a
different world where time almost stands still". Local
interest is not flagging, a's the following articles will
show.

Our Heritage-A 3,000 mile long National Park
Did you know that our canal at Rickmansworth is

part of a 3;000 mile network of Waterways that covers
the country? And that it is possible to journey from
here to places 'as widely separated as Limehouse and
Leeds, Brentford and Birmingham, Liverpool and Kings
Lynn, Cambridge and Stoke-on- Trent, and Worcester
and Weybridge, all by water? The grandeur of the
Cotswolds, And that the picturesqueness of the Thames
Valley is as readily accessible by water 'as by road.

Not all the many varied uses to which our Water-
ways may be put spring readily to mind. To most
people, the fisherman and the boater are a familiar
sight. The gaily decorated commercial Narrowboats
that we are fortunate still to see at Rickmansworth
are not a familiar sight on al! our canals and rivers
and they are, alas, now much reduced in numbers from
former years. However, it is a fact that goods can
often be transported cheaper (and in some cases faster)
by water than by road or rail, and in using this
method commercial carriers are providing a service to
the public. One Narrowboat pair can take the place
of 10 lorries; is it generally known that, on average,
a lO-ton lOTTY is responsible for one death during its
lifetime? Who has heard of a Narrowboat running
away down a hill, or crushing a pram, 'or crashing
head-first into a bus? Who has sat fretting in a
traffic queue behind 'a Narrowboat or seen a wife
frying bacon and eggs while the husband takes care
of the steering?

To those who know, our Waterways are a great,
new, adventure playground, where adults and children
alike can find equal enjoyment; and I'll tell you why.
Most of them are in the country, where there are long
stretches .of beautiful scenery that breathe quietness
and serenity. Do not be misled by those stretches of
canal through towns and 'cities with which most people
arc unfortunately familiar. It is sad to relate that
some of these are depressingly ugly, not because they
were built that way but because people have made
them so by throwing rubbish into them, deliberately
facing buildings with their backs to them and gener-
any having little regard for them or the amenities they
can provide. This unsightliness need not necessarily be
there, as witness the many lovely stretches of canal in
some of our largest cities; the part of the canal
through the ZOD and Regent's Park in London is a
good example of what canals in towns 'are like.

It is pleasing to know that more and more people
are finding out for themselves what the Waterways
have to offer; their popularity grows apace. As people

have more leisure time, so the Waterways become more
important for the better use of this time; at aU costs
traffic must be steered away from our overcrowded
roads and into avenues where less danger and more
enjoyment is possible. It is not without significance
that more and more foreign tourists are coming to
travel 'our waterways every year, their desperately
needed exchange making an 'appreciable difference to
our balance of payments.

However, despite all the signs of a healthy revival
of our Waterways, years of apathy, neglect and deli-
berate suppression by railway and other interests have
taken their toll. All too many of them now face the
threat of closure. This is because there is at present
an adverse gap between their running costs and their
income of about £340;000.

"So what can I do about it? " you may ask. Some
years ago a number of people realised what was hap-
pening and decided to try and stop the rot by "edu-
cating" the Government into realising what a priceless
asset our Waterways formed and how they were in
imminent danger of being lost. Thus was born the
Inland Waterways Association, an entirely voluntary body
which has already wrought many miracles. Numerous
battles have been fought, some won and some lost.
Notable victories have included the reopening of the
derelict but beautiful Stratford-on-Avon Canal, the
saving of the fairyland-like Llangollen Canal, now
run at a profit, the restoration of the magnificent flight
of locks at Stourbridge, the cleaning up of the River
Wey and many other examples too numerous to men-
tion. There have, of course, been failures and the
biggest crisis of all in the Association's fight for reten-
tion of the network is now approaching. Soon the
Minister of Transport is introducing a Transport Bill
which will decide the future of our Waterways. Those
who are interested in keeping, expanding and restoring
them for all their many uses have resolved to do all
they can to bring the degree of interest in the Water-
ways to the attention of the Government. This is why
YOUR support is needed. At the end of this leaflet
will be found a list of three voluntary organisations

'all working towards the same end. Please try and help
by joining at least one of them; the cost is not great
but the canals and rivers of this country are your
heritage and only you can see that they are preserved.

The following has been reproduced, with the kind
permission of the Editor from Windlass, the magazine
of the London and Home Counties Branch of the
Inland Waterways Association. It was written by Miss
Claire Johnson.

"The place: an industrial city. The time: the future.
The people: two small girls, one a resident, one a
visiting school friend. They are walking slowly along
'a dusty street eating ice lollies. The one who lives
there speaks first:

" , What would you like to do today? '
" 'It's awfully hot. There's a canal here isn't there?

Shall we go there? '
" 'The Canal! But it is all fenced off and filthy

dirty. Mummy 'says it is dangerous. We mustn't go
there.'

" , We've got a lovely canal in my town.'
" 'What's it like them? '
" , Oh, there is a marina with lots of boats, and you

can hire rowing boats and canoes and things. It's
lovely.'

" , You couldn't get a boat into the water here be-
cause of the weeds and rubbish here. There are lots
of locks, too, all broken, so even if there were boats
you couldn't go anywhere.'



" 'We have locks too. They work. I go and help
the boats get through them sometimes. Such fun
watching the water going in and out, and the gates are
ever so easy to push open. It is nice to see all the
different boats, the little cruisers, big cruisers, and the
narrow boats are smashing! They carry cargo! '

" "Daddy says they used to come to this town once.
But does your Mummy let you .play near the lacks?
My Mummy says they are not safe for children.'

" 'Well, my Daddy taught me how to work a lock
properly, and not to do silly things. 'course I wasn't
allowed to go until I could swim. I've got my own
windlass. That's the thing we use to work the locks.
Daddy says I can take our dinghy out by myself next
month now that Tom has got a canoe for his birthday.
Then I can fish from it. I love fishing; Grandad
taught me.'

" 'There aren't any fish here, all my brother catches
is old boots and bits of bikes and things. Mummy
doesn't know he goes fishing, so don't say anything
will you?, but there isn't anywhere else he can go, and
he says there might still be a few fishes left.'

" 'There are lots of fishermen along our canal. They
catch lovely fish. I ride my bike on the towing path
and count them sometimes. There are hundreds when
they have a competition.'

'" Can you ride your bike Oil your towing path? It
is all bumpy and full of nettles and brambles here. I
tried it once, but I got so stung and sore I didn't go
again.'

'" We have a riding school in my town, and the
ponies go along the tow path to get out into the real
country. But it's like being in the country as soon a:s
you go by the canal. We have got a park and a play-
ground alongside our canal, you must come and see it
when you come to stay with me.'

" 'Gosh, that would be super. I do wish we could
make our canal like yours. There's a bit of it here,
Over this wall. Look.'

" 'Push me up a bit then. Oh, what a shame, it goes
into a pipe thing under the road. I 'speet it's too late
now to do anything.'

"She throws her lolly stick into the dank and stag-
nant water and the two friends continue their walk.
The stick splashes into the water, ripples spread, and
strike the metal grid over the mouth of the culvert
under the road, echoing back the words 'Too late,
too late, too late '.'

"The place: YOUR CANAL. The time: YOUR
LIFETIME. The people: WHICH WILL BE YOUR
GRANDCHILD, THE DEPRIVED CHILD OR THE
PROUD POSSESSOR?"
The Battle is Won-but the Fight Continues

Since this page was submitted for publication the
Government has issued its White Paper on our Inland
Waterways. We are now recovering from the shock of
discovering that the main principles, with exceptions,
which we enthusiasts have campaigned for for over
twenty years, have all been accepted. The Government
recognises the needs of the 'angler, the canoeist, the
naturalists; admits that boating is "no longer a pas-
time within the reach only of the well-to-do". It
proclaims that the recreational purpose of the national-
ised Waterways should be recognised by a Public Act
of Parliament.

Broadly the system is to be divided into two parts-
(a) commercial waterways and (b) cruiseways for

amenity purposes. The latter consisting of, in the
main, the present "narrow" canals, including the
Grand Union, leaving us a total of 1,400 miles. Provi-
sion is also left for bringing back 'abandoned waterways
into the system if needed.

This report is just staggering, showing that, even
under our heavily eroded system of Democracy, if
people will fight and fight and go on fighting for what
they believe to be right, the "Officialdom" can be
beaten. No longer is the Ministry obsessed with
"filling in", "water channelling", abandoning, or cost
in terms of £.s.d. in isolation from the benefits to be
gained. Instead we have some positive thinking; the
threat of a 5-year review is removed, so that private
investors-and why not Public?-have the security to
put their money into marinas, hire cruiser bases.

Furthermore, the Government is "keen to encourage
volunteer efforts" from Societies and Clubs, in the way
of Voluntary Working Parties-will anyone wishing to
join such a project (anything from clearing the tow-
path of weeds, to restoring a complete canal or re-
pairing a lock), please let me know; the Government
encourages Local Authorities to take an ACTIVE in-
terest in the potentialities of their waterways (and
Government grants are available) and it will consider
any EXPANSION which Local Authority associations
may propose.

The ball is now in the Public's court; it is up to us.
So please, if you have any suggestions for improve-
ments, from spots that need tidying up for anglers, to
schemes such as connecting one of our lakes to the
canal system for moorings, let me know so that the
Grand Union Canal Society can co-ordinate and
channel the ideas to the proper quarters.

The Councillors of Rickrnansworth and Watford are
being invited to join us on a trip up the canal on
Saturday, 30th September, in conjunction with local
Rambling clubs along the towpath. Please join us on
the walk. Committee members will be available to
answer questions. Also, please support our Public
Meetings. The next one is at SLOUGH, 8 p.m., 25th
October, at the Orchard C.S. School.

In conclusion, if any organisation would like a talk
or film show for their winter programme, please let us
know-we have quite a varied panel of speakers on
our committee anxious to help.

And please join one of the organisations listed below.
Phase I of the battle is won. Phase 11 is just as im-
portant-letting the public know, not only what it has
now, but what it can have if it lets the Local Authori-
ties and the Government know what it wants.
R. C. HAMPSON,
Hon. Sec., Grand Union Canal Society,
Halfway House, Cassiobridge, Watford.

What and How to Join:
The Inland Waterways Association Ltd., 114 Regent's

Park Road, London, N.W.l. Annual Subscription:
Adults 42/- (under 18's 15/-). .

The Inland Waterways Association Ltd., London and
Home Counties Branch. Membership Sec., Dr. R. J.
Saunders, 10 Lyford Road, S.W.I8. Membership
(open to members of the I.W.A.)-10/-.

The Grand Union Canal Society. Hon. Sec., R. C.
Hampson, Cassiobridge, Watford. Subscription:
Adults 12/6d. p.a. (under 16's 5/-.).
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