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EDITORIAL
Now that general permlsslOn has been given by the Housing Minister to local authorities to sell council

houses, it must not be assumed that those long lists of would-be tenants will be transformed into lists of would-be
owners, and it would be as well to have regard to the" ifs and buts" attaching to the Ministry's permission.

Firstly, the local authorities need sell only if they wish to do so; there is no compulsion here and, for
various reasons, some councils will not offer their houses for sale.

Secondly, there must, of course, be people who will be willing to buy them. Here again, no pressure is
intended, and present council house tenants need not be perturbed; there is no Iikelihood of an arbitrary "buy
or get out" at.titnde. In fact, this latest development in the relationship between council and community is essen-
tially fair, inasmuch as it could make the service of coun cil building available just as readily to the potential owner
as to the potential tenant, and surely the one has as much entitlement as the other? Remember, public authorities
exist to serve everybody, not just one section of the community

In an endeavour to ensure that the permission should not be abused, it has been bounded by certain safe-
guards. For example, no ene can be forced to buy; no one will be allowed to buy as a speculation and sell at
a profit; councils may not charge exorbitant prices. So far, so good, but there seems to be a possible snag in
',Dv s"hC:111e,in so far as property maintenance is concerned. Supposing a purchaser has found that the financial
strain of buying his own house prevents him from bearing the costs of reasonable repairs, and so the property
deteriorates. Perhaps such a situation could be obviated by making, as one of the conditions of sale, an under-
taking as to maintenance, with the council having the 'right to retake any house where the purchaser had failed in
his contract. Anyhow, whatever the small blemishes, the fruit itself is worth harvesting. Every council house
sold is one less to subsidise, and we all know that the housing subsidy is already a pressing burden on the com-
munity. Furthermore, it is surely a better democracy which can really call itself "property-owning" than one
where everything is on hire from the state, and local eo uncils would be wise to give a man every chance to buy,
so that we shall once more appreciate the time-honoured phrase: "An Englishman's home is his castle."

* *
In these highly competitive times it seems essential that those with things to sell should successfully appeal

to those who wish to buy, and this is at least as necessary in Croxley Green as anywhere else. In fact, the
nearness of Watford and the comparative ease of transport to and from that town, makes all the more necessary
the effort by Croxley Green traders to be "on their toes" to ensure that local residents are "in their shops".
We have heard many times the plea "shops for Croxley ", and presumably there must be a large number of
potential customers, ready and waiting for the time when new shops shall appear. Where are they shopping now?
If not in Crcxtey Green, why not? Is it only lack of public transport between North and South Croxley that forms
the reason why many folk do not shop locally, or could it be that Croxley shopkeepers are content to limit their
appeal to the customers they have? Considering the number of shops we have in Croxley Green, it seems odd to
us that there is no local Chamber of Commerce. Surely it is time one existed! We already have many local organi-
sations and societies, and many events owe their sponsor ing to this or that communal effort. Could we not be
persuaded to spend more of our money locally by "combined operations" by our traders, who are also, in the
main, our neighbours and fellow-residents? Come on, you Croxley shopkeepers! Advance together, and so justify
our " counter" -attack!

J Economise the Right Way
Foy
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CROXLEY GREEN HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

Garden lovers locally wiII certainly not subscribe to
the saying "r.nlucky 13th" for, on Sept~mb~r ~3th
was staged the Thirty-third Annual Show, m Dickinson
Guildhouse, and there was nothing unlucky in connec-
tion therewith, despite the many "ifs" and "buts"
which must have confronted the Committee prior to
the day.

Firstly, the "Clerk of the Weather", probably re-
lenting of earlier shortcomings, came forward WIth a
very pleasant day. Secondly, the nev:er-say-die spirit
of the exhibitors was once more exemplified m a wealth
of fruit, flowers, vegetables and honey, which gave the
judges a difficult task indeed. Thirdlv, the look of
" pleasant realisation" on the faces of .the. Officers and
Committee proved to be abundantly justified. Much
hard work m+st have been necessary to this most satis-
fying show; the hall was very well arranged}o sho":,:
the entries to the best advantage and the two trade
exhibits were appealing, both to the eye and the pocket.
Al thor.gh, not surprisingly, the number of entries was
less than last year-750 as against 824-the excellent
standard was upheld and the folk who made up the
attendance of 1,000 were, as usual, astounded at the
splendid produce and handiwork arranged for their in-
terest. The show was opened by Mr. Chavasse and it
was fitting that our Number One citiz~~ shoyld h.ave
officiated at such a Number One exhibi tion, m WhICh,
although a number of "regulars" we:e once r:r:ore.in
the forefront of successful exhibitors, It was satIsfymg
to note the names of several newcomers on the benches.
Indeed, some of the latter's entries were of such quality
as to ensure their participation in the priz~ distribution,
which function was once again most graCIOusly carr-ied
out by Mrs. .Harmer , wife of the Society's President.

It was soon to be seen that quite a number of the
main awards were having a sort of "Paul Jone~ ",
being "exchanged" within a circle of regu~ar I?nze-
winners. For example, the " Forbes" Cup relinquished
by Mr. Hamblin was won by Mr. Bubb, who hand~d
in the "Simmonds" Cup for Mr. Delderfield to win
this year. Then Mr. Hamblin secured the " Bank~ian "
Medal in place of Mr. Cox (1951), who consoled himself
by taking the "Raggett" Cup, formerly held by Mr.
Seabrooke, who promptly availed hims~lf" of the
" Rothery Moss" Cup instead. Amid all this general
post", however, one man remained constant. Yes,. It
was Mr. Skingley! Once again he secured the major
trophy, the "George Ricketts" Challenge Cup, and
also took the" Gordon Grant" Challenge Cup.

Special mention should also be made of the exhibits
by the ladies; the number of Madeira cakes entered was
considerably more than last year and all seemed worth
a prize! The Diploma went to Mrs. East and was
worthily earned. Mrs. Smyrk weIl deserved the
"Women's Own" Bronze Medal for some jam tarts
of "feather" lightness;, another similar medal was
secured by Mrs. Davies for embroidery, painstakingly
done indeed.

Mrs. Delderfield, however, proved to be the ladies'
champion!' The" H. Wood" Challenge Cup was won
by her with no less than five awards for so wide a

GARDENING

This is indeed the gardener's busy period, with the
transition from summer to winter. There are still a
few remaining shows for which preparation of intended
exhibits will have the first claim, but for the majority
of P.S, the general tidying-up and manuring and re-"",
planting permits of no delay if we are to satisfy ne!"\
year's need for an extra-special display. First, then,
the lawn. Try to get the grass cut as short as possible;
this is not an easy task and the right weather must
be taken advantage of. Apply a slow-acting fertiliser
after brushing weIl with a broom and, if the soil is on
the heavy side, quite a good (but rather laborious)
aeration can be done with the prongs of a garden fork,
and sand or grit brushed into the holes. Remove all
faded flowers, etc., from the herbaceous border, and
use this material as the start of another compost heap,
so that a plentiful supply of manure will be available
next spring. The action of chemical "accelerators"
is slower during the winter months, and by using the
softer late summer and autumn material you will give
the bacteria every chance to get going in good time.

Next, clean up the summer flower-beds and lift, dry
and store Begonias, Dahlias and Gladioli, and cut back
and pot-up Geraniums. Transfer them all to green-
house or shed and make sure they will be safe from
frost.

Work in a slow-acting food such as bonemeal or really
good manure, and in a few days the beds will be ready
for the spring-flowering plants and bulbs. Put the
plants in first you can then more easily see where bulbs
are to go. Of the many spring plants, old favourites
such as Primroses, Wallflowers, Lily-of-the-Valley,
Polyanthus and Forget-me-nots still have a wide appeal,
whilst the bulb family is so rich in variety and lends
itself to colourful combinations with careful planning
and planting.

Croxley Green Horticultural Society continued
variety as knitting, bottled fruit, chutney, bottled
tomatoes and pickled shallots, and she also captured
the " Trench" Challenge Cup for floral exhibits, as well
as a " Women's Own" Diploma.

In the Honey Section, Mr. E. S. Podbury, from
Amersham, secured seven awards to win both the
" Whittle" and "Brighton" Cups. Last year's win-
ner, Mr. St. Aubyn, was placed second, and a special
mention must go to Mr. Magnus who, never having
previousl y won a " first", made very sure' of the " Dun-
can" Cup this time.

There was a tie for the "Harmer" Cup (Messrs.
Hamblin and Delderfield) and for the runners-~
(Messrs. Foster and Seabrooke) and yet another (Mess.
Chandler and Hamblin) as runners-up for the " Forbes "
Cup.

The day ended with the usual auction, carried out
by Mr. Lugg in great style and with splendid results,
and so yet another successful " Show" can be recorded,
to inspire for the future.

W.F.H.

PLUMBING DECORATING

8 Hastings Way
Croxley Green

R. GRIFFIN
.Estimates
Free



•...•.CRJOXLEY AQUARIST SOCIETY
The above-named Society was •• floated" only in

March last, yet, on the occasion of the Croxley Green
Horticultural Show on September 13th, in an ante-room
at Dickinson Guildhouse, it literally •• swam" into our
notice with a display of tanks which was fascinating
and really beautiful. The hundreds of folk who saw
this unusual spectacle were loud in their appreciation,

. and undoubtedly this young Society will ha-ve made
many friends and, it is to be hoped, members.

There were eleven tanks on show, ten of tropical
fish and one cold-water tank, and these housed 250
attractive tenants, including five varieties of Barb
(mostly bred bv the exhibitors), Black Widows, Gold-
fish, Comets and Shubunkins. The whole collection
was attractively illuminated, and the effect of light
through clear water, with the fish darting about and
in and out of the plants and rocks, was strikingly
colourful and impressive. The tank of Black Widows
seemed to be the favourite attraction. These Widows
truly live up to the best tradition of charm and appeal,
yet wives need not worry if husbands cultivate their
acquaintance! As these almost transparent little
creatures, now motionless, now shooting through the
water, were caught by the light, it was easy to believe
the •• fishy" ones claim that no infant could be fretful
with such a sight i!o watch!

The keeping of fish as a hobby was shown to be an
attractive one and I am told it need not be expensive,
especially if one is a member of the Society, so securing
advantages not only of expert advice but of finance.
There is no doubt that an indoors tank, suitably ar-
ranged and stocked, becomes at once a definite article
of home-beautifying. The current for lighting is as
cheap as a low-wattage bulb can make it, whilst the
consumption for heating is negligible, and I am also
assured that trouble as a result of power cuts is practi-
cally non-existent.

Full advice on this quiet and satisfying hobby can
be had at the Society's fortnightly meetings (there is
one on November 4th and on the 18th), at the Guild-
house, or on application to Mr. A. Blanchard, of 40
Oakleigh Drive, Croxley Green.

CORRESPONDENCE
To the Editor, "Croxley Resident"

Dear Sir,
You were good enough to publish the article I wrote

under the heading "Rolling Stock." I must conjess
that it was written with hardly a thought that it might
be noticed; now, however, I am quite satisfied that

sufficient people will have seen it to inspire them (or
some of them) into taking action.

I said .that I was completely baffled and, believe me,
Mr. Editor, I get more bemused every day; the suspicion
is growing that soon I shall be mistaken for a boy
taking bus numbers!

Somehow or other, the inconsistencies and vagaries of
the Transport system just get under my skin and, this
week, having raved continuously over another example I
had witnessed, I was urged by my companion to seek
the guidance of those who practice clairvoyance. In no
other way, he said, would I get the answer to my
question "What is going to happen in the future?"
But no doubt you and others who read this letter are
wanting to know what has again upset me. I will tell
you!

One recent Sunday, I was in St. Albans, where I saw
a number of double-decker buses, all proudly marked
"Brixton to Whipsnade Tour," "Clapham to Whip-
snade Tour," etc. Some of these buses had a reasonable
number of passengers; on the other hand some had a
mere handful. No doubt the •• profit" from such tours
will help to make up the big loss forecast by the trans-
port authorities, and for which we are having to pay
heavier fares. Doubtless, also, those who went on the
" Tours" thoroughly enjoyed themselves and thought
they had had a bargain. I don't begrudge them, but
what, Mr. Editor, is your bargain and mine? We don't
get the buses we want in Croxley Green, because "there
are not enough vehicles and staffs" and, just for full
measure, we pay extra on our fares!

Did I say" Rolling Stock"? This time I must really
say it is •• Laughing Stock"!

Yours faithfully,
FELLOW TRAVELLER (non-political).

(Name and address supplied.)

For QUALIT):T, SERVICE and CIVILITY
shop at

BR-Yt\"rr·s 5"rO ES
141 NEW ROAD, CROXLEyT GREEN.

Stockist for the famous

"Birds Eye" Frosted Foods
You are cordially invited to inspect our wide rangeof Xmas tare

Deliveries Daily Phone: RICKe 3323
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WE HEAR-
---,--,----------------

That Watford Council are finding it heavy going in
their negotiations with the LT.K After many years
of weary endeavour on Croxlcys transport problems,
we can sympathise with Watford's sense of frustration.
We are not surprised.
Buses

The London Transport Executive keep persisting that
the only solution to Crox levs bus problem is to extend
the 385 route from Manor Way, via Repton Way,
Sherbourne Way, Barton Way and New Road to the
Met. station. Not long ago the diversion of the 318
was to be the solrrtion. The Council have quite rightly
refused to agree to the LT.E. proposal: we wonder
what the next solution will be!
F are Changes

The fare changes which became effective at the end
of August, are not likely to be so pleasing as was at
first expected. For example, whilst single fares are
down, return fares are up. Perhaps it was calculated
that more people wet-Id travel or.twar d on a single
ticket to benefit from the reduction, and would not
bother to come back because of the increase in the
return fare. It seems the furtherance of the policy
" Heads I win, tails you lose! "
Magistrates

There has been some controversy on the question of
whether a person nominated for appointment as a
magistrate should be examined as to his political con-
victions. How political views can assist in the adminis-
tration of justice seems very obscure, and we would
consider that a candidate freed from all political bias
might well prove the best in action.
New County Schools

The Herts. County Council Education Committee
have put forward for the 1953 School Building Pro-
gramme some eighteen building projects, involving
schools or additions to existing schools at an estimated
figure of £725,000. This is in addition to the £2',! mil-
lion Secondary School programme. The estimated cost
per place is around £140 pIES the additional costs for
site works which is estimated at approximately 10 per
cent.
Housebuilding

More and more councils are granting licences to appli-
cants who wish to build their own houses and can
prove housing need. This is indeed a step forward,
but it is unfortunately becoming more and more diffi-
cult for intending house-owner occupiers to build their
own homes because of the high br.ilding costs and the
difficulty in obtaining suitable sites at reasonable prices.
The difficulty in financing these individual houses is
becoming more and more noticeable. There is definitely
a case for both central and local governments to assist
would-be owner-occupier housebuilders to acquire the
capital necessary to finance their venture and by so
doing reduce the evergrowing burden of subsidised
building.
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Cr:\IRMAN',~
How often today do we hear the expression" It is (

JOR, or the return for services rendered"? Too frequently,
many of the local authorities and other State served or cc
modation to secure the services of the staff they require.

This would be perfectly all right if there were plen1
that staff can move around at very frequent intervals in 1
classes. It has meant little continuity of service anr'.'taffi
them, but rather the system) have cast their eyes, unc
increase in salary or improvement in status, but with-the f
in advance, and that at any ratethev could claim reimbui
to the particular local authority concerned.

Let us take the case, for example, of an official who j
on marriage, found himself in need of a house, but had ins
or alternatively, there were many others with a higher nurr
house, or a licence to build, and had therefore to occupy iD

Under the system operating today all he has to do i
accommodation immedia tel y.

I have always considered that there is too much me
the officials serving a particular authority know little or D

rnunity they serve, and I am sure that it would be better fc
binding a particular officer to remain for a fixed minimum

The ratepayers, who are after all the paymasters, wc
Local Government Officers do not give of their best, but a
appreciate that it takes a year at least to shake down and 1

If there were such a contract restricting movement i
cover the point on continuity of, and .better, service, and f
accommodation.

\Ve are often told that this business of providing ac
for many, rnany years, but many other policies have been I
ference: The provision of accommodation for an official is
for the ordinary residents who by their labours are the vel
ment Authority to function at all. On the other hand, the
the other classes in days of plenty but which in the days G
industry wishes to move to another firm, he not only provi

I am told that to assure the receipt of a reasonable s
tion must be offered, and obviously, this being the case, th
and better are the applications received.

When we get to the days of houses for all, no one w
servants, but we are still a long way off that day, but in fai
be examined and if there is spare accommodation available
to be the backbone of the community.

I am not, in this letter, referring in particular to OT
a whole. We have a very clear case at all times before us w
vice of the various Ministries of the Central Government cc
Local Government Officers) at very short notice and even
find their own accommodation.

Unfortunately, the great scramble to re-staff followin
has arisen throughout Local Government service. Perhaps t
some measure of stability. I am sure there is an easy solu
the necessary steps should be taken.
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; LETTElf\
.ne of those privileges which is accepted as being part of the
I should say. In these days of housing shortages, especially,
.ntrol led .undertakings, are prepared to offer housing accom-

y of houses available, but when a shortage exists it means
he full knowledge that they have advantages over other
ng~ the staffs of local authorities (and I do not blame
. fc. .ther appointments, even in certain cases with little
ure knowledge that their housing problem was catered for
sement of removal costs either in full or in part according

oined the staff of a local authority near his home, and who,
ufficient points to qualify under the local housing scheme,
ber of points and consequently he was unable to obtain a
rnished rooms or live with his parents or in-laws.
s to move from one local authority to another and he gets

vement of Local Government Officers, with the result that
othing of the background history or the needs of the com-
r all concerned if there were a limit or restriction or contract
period of say even five to seven years, but preferably ten.
uld receive a much better service. I am not suggesting that
nyone who has moved around to any extent will readily
eally begin to understand the peculiarities of the district.
t would, of course, serve two purposes; firstly, it would
econdly it would abolish the need for provision of housing

commodation is merely the continuance of a policy pursued
ursued for many, many years also; however, there is a dif-
being continued in spite of dire shortage of accommodation
y ones who provide the money to enable the Local Govern-
re are many privileges which were enjoyed by members of
f shortage had to go by the board. If a man in ordinary
des his own accommodation but pays for his removal also.
election of any Local Government post today, accommoda-
e better the type of accommodation being offered the more

ould object to any authority offering accommodation to its
mess to all concerned, I do suggest that the whole question
let it be offered to local residents who are likely to continue

r own local authority, but rather touching on the subject as
here a comparison can be drawn. Civil servants in the ser-
n be moved (they do not move themselves as is the case of
at great inoonvenience to their families, and they have to

g the war was partly to blame for the state of affairs which
his has begun to level out now, and we will begin to see
tion to it all, and I believe the time has now arrived when

T. POOLEY.
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-AND OBSERVE

That Watford Council are perturbed at developments
in certain housing estates. It is reported that the
" planners" have been at work again, or have they!
Or have they? We are never sure which.
Pedestrian Crossings

The five approved pedestrian crossings in the Rick-
mans worth district are to have flashing lights installed
as soon as is convenient. The estimated cost of instal-
ling flashing lights at a crossing with two beacons is
approximately £40, with a maintenance estimate of £12
per year.
Civic Restaurant

The Council have conferred with the District Valuer
on the question of compensation, in respect of the re-
lease of the former Civic Restaurant.
Milk Deliveries

There would appear to be a difference of opinion in
the Watford district, as to whether a roundsman may
deliver milk before 7.30 in the morning. The same
argument might as well be carried back to the cow,
when one day we may expect its union to decree that
it shall not give any milk before 7.30, and its union
might even carry it beyond that point and decide that
all milk given after a certain time must cos! double
and that none be given at all on Sundays.
Cycle Thefts

The prevalence of cycle thefts throughout the country
is very disturbing, and scarcely a week passes without
some report in the local press of an occurrence locally.
In many cases cycle owners encourage this particular
type of crime by leaving their machines propped against
walls or the kerb-side for hours on end. A little more
caution on their part would do much towards cutting
down this type of offence.
County Congratulations

The Herts. County Council are congratulating them-
selves on what they consider is "putting Hertfordshire
on the map". Without doubt there have been many
major developments and some achievement but at what
a cost! Many ratepayers would have preferred the
map to be left alone and their pockets equally un-
touched.
Council Meetings

Watford Rural Council are to continue holding their
meetings during the afternoon rather than in the even-
ing. Whilst this does not affect Croxley Green, it is a
point worth noting as there are differences of opinion
as to what should be the reasonable time to hold such
meetings. Herts. County Council, for example, hold
daytime meetings, whereas Rickmansworth hold even-
ing sessions. The point at issue seems to be as to
whether a councillor who has to attend work during
the daytime should have to choose whether he should
neglect his work or neglect the people he serves.

WEDDING BOUQUETS
FLORAL TRH~UTES

WREATHS

MARTIN
Grove Gardens-Ba/dwins Lane

CUT FLOWERS A SPECIALITY
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er )\IRMAN'S LETTEIf"\
How often today do we hear the expression" It is one of those privileges which is accepted as being part of the

JOR, or the return for services rendered"? Too frequently, I should say. In these days of housing shortages, especially,
many of the local authorities and other State served or controlled .undertakings, are prepared to offer housing accom-
modation to secure the services of the staff they require.

This would be perfectly all right if there were plenty of houses available, but when a shortage exists it means
that staff can move around at very frequent intervals in the full knowledge that they have advantages over other
classes. It has meant little continuity of service anMaffing~ the staffs of local authorities (and I do not blame
them, but rather the system) have cast their eyes: und k .ther appointments, even in certain cases with little
increase in salary or improvement in status, but with "the sure knowledge that their housing problem was catered for
in advance, and that at any rate they could claim reimbursement of removal costs either in full or in part according
to the particular local authority concerned.

Let us take the case, for example, of an official who joined the staff of a local authority near his home, and who,
on marriage, found himself in need of a house, but had insufficient points to qualify under the local housing scheme,
or alternatively, there were many others with a higher number of points and consequently he was unable to obtain a
house, or a licence to build, and had therefore to occupy furnished rooms or live with his parents or in-laws.

Under the system operating today all he has to do is to move from one local authority to another and he gets
accommodation immediately.

I have always considered that there is too much movement of Local Government Officers, with the result that
the officials serving a particular authority know little or nothing of the background history or the needs of the com-
munity they serve, and I am sure that it would be better for all concerned if there were a limit or restriction or contract
binding a particular officer to remain for a fixed minimum period of say even five to seven years, but preferably ten.

The ratepayers, who are after all the paymasters, would receive a much better service. I am not suggesting that
Local Government Officers do not give of their best, but anyone who has moved around to any extent will readily
appreciate that it takes a year at least to shake down and really begin to understand the peculiarities of the district.

If there were such a contract restricting movement it would, of course, serve two purposes; firstly, it would
cover the point on continuity of, and better, service, and secondly it would abolish the need for provision of housing
accommodation.

We are often told that this business of providing accommodation is merely the continuance of a policy pursued
for many, many years, but many other policies have been pursued for many, many years also; however, there is a dif-
ference: The provision of accommodation for an official is being continued in spite of dire shortage of accommodation
for the ordinary residents who by their labours are the very ones who provide the money to enable the Local Govern-
ment Authority to function at all , On the other hand, there are many privileges which were enjoyed by members of
the other classes in days of plenty but which in the days of shortage had to go by the board. If a man in ordinary
industry wishes to move to another firm, he not only provides his own accommodation but pays for his removal also.

I am told that to assure the receipt of a reasonable selection of any Local Government post today, accommcda-
tion must be offered, and obviously, this being the case, the better the type of accommodation being offered the more
and better are the applications received.

When we get to the days of houses for all, no one would object to any authority offering accommodation to its
servants, but we are still a long way off that day, but in fairness to all concerned, I do suggest that the whole question
be examined and if there is spare accommodation available let it be offered to local residents who are likely to continue
to be the backbone of the community.

I am not, in this letter, referring in particular to our own local authority, but rather touching on the subject as
a whole. We have a very clear case at all times before us where a comparison can be drawn. Civil servants in the ser-
vice of the various Ministries of the Central Government can be moved (they do not move themselves as is the case of
Local Government Officers) at very short notice and even at great inoonvenience to their families, and they have to
find their own accommodation.

Unfortunately, the great scramble to re-staff following the war was partly to blame for the state of affairs which
has arisen throughout Local Government service. Perhaps this has begun to level out now, and we will begin to see
some measure of stability. I am sure there is an easy solu tion to it all, and I believe the time has now arrived when
the necessary steps should be taken.

Watford
2808
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TIllS IS SERVICE

The following letter is merely one of the many typical
replies the Association receives in the course of its acti-
vities on behalf of Croxley Green residents. There is,
however, one feature which distinguishes it and has led
to its publication in this magazine. It provides
" SERVICE" . I't is a feature which has been con-
spicuously lacking in many nationalised industries and
we trust it is an example to be followed by others.

EASTERN GAS BOARD

48 High Street, Rickmansworth
9th October, 1952.

Dear Sir,
The Surveyor of the Rickmansworth Urban District

Council has passed to me a copy of your letter of 9th
October, regarding the street lights in Croxley Green.

I would assure you that it is a matter of deep con-
cern to me to find that your Association should have
cause to complain, but the difficulty is due to the
present labour position.

In February of this year my regular Croxley Green
lamp attendant died suddenly, and since that date I
have had two or three men covering the lamps, but they
have only stayed with me a short time. I am sure
your Association will appreciate that it does take some
little time for a man to thoroughly understand adjust-
ment of gas burners and clock controls, .and I am hop-
ing that the present lamp attendant will soon become
competent.

I appreciate your drawing my atttention to the diffi-
culties and also the help that your Association has
rendered in the past regarding street lighting.

I am enclosing a supply of stamped cards, which
perhaps you. could arrange for your members to use to
notify me of any difficulties they may notice regarding
the lamps.

Yours faithfully,
S. TOMPKINS,

District Manager.

..

Important Notice
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TO ALL MEMBERS.
(1) The A.G.M. will be held in Dickinson

Guildhouse Science Room on Thursday, 27th
November, 1952, at 8 p.m.

(2) The Business will include the following:-
Minutes of last Annual General Meeting;
Matters arising from Minutes;
Chairman's Report;
Secretary's Report;
Treasurer's Report;
Election of Officers and Committee;
Other Business.

(3) Nominations for Officers and/or Committee,
duly proposed and seconded, to be submitted
to the Secretary not later than Saturday, 22nd
November, 1952.

(4) Items for discussion under " Other Business"
to be submitted to the Secretary by the same
date.

(5) All members should endeavour to attend.
Admission by membership card. New mem-
bers enrolled at the door.

H. W. R. FOWLER,
(Hon. Secretary),

Croxley Green Residents'
and Ratepayers' Assn.

140 Baldwins Lane,
Croxley Green.

REMEMBER THE FESTIVAL
CELEBRATIONS?

Come and see your own film - to be shown
after the business of the above meeting.

Your Own -Association
" ==

THE CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS' &' RA TEPA YEllS' ASSOC.

Serve» You
BY

WATCHFULNESS CONSIDERATION
Transport
Roads
Education

Health
Footpaths
Welfare

LOCAL
•

NON-·POLITICAL

ACTION
Housing
Lighting
Safety First

Sewerage
Refuse
Social

REGIONAL
VIRILE

NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC

YOU are a Ratepayer JOIN your Association
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G\l "LADIES ONLY"
It's never too late to speak of salads although usualy

"o:hen. one speaks of "salads" one immediately
visualises some lettuce, cucumber, tomatoes, radishes,
onions, etc., but salads can be interesting and exciting.
Try mese:-
Tomato Jelly Salad

Dissolve :i oz. gelatine in a little water and add to a
,ra, small tin of tomato puree thinned with a gill of water.
-aei Add 1 dessertspoonful mayonnaise, turn into small

moulds. Serve on separate plates on a crisp leaf of
lettuce bordered with watercress and garnish each mould
with a slice of stuffed olive.
Health Salad

Grate the flower of a raw cauliflower and mix with
salad cream. Shred 2 or 3 carrots finely and add a
squeeze of orange or lemon JUIce. Wash a crisp lettuce
and head of celery (if in season). Separate the leaves
and toss in French dressing (ordinary salad dressing
thinned with milk or vinegar would do). Arrange the
green salad on a flat dish with heaps of cauliflower and
carrot placed alternately in the centre.
Glossary .

" Croquettes": Shapes of minced meat coated With
egg and breadcrumbs and fried.

" Darioles ": Small moulds used for jellies, etc.
" Eclair": French pastry filled with whipped cream.
" Espagnole ": A rich brown Spanish sauce.
" Fricassee": A white stew of chicken or veal, etc.,

fried in frying pan or light utensil.
" Foie Gras": Fat goose liver.

Household Hints
Lemon juice sprinkled over lettuce leaves keeps them

crisp; it also improves the flavour of a salad.
When frying fresh meat it should not be salted until

it is nearly cooked, as' the salt causes the juices to
escape.

To remove the strong flavour from poultry, wash in
soda water, rinse in cold water and wipe dry.

Orange peel, dried and grated into a fine powder, is a
delicious flavouring for puddings and cakes. Keep in a
tin until wanted.

Wooden spoons are used for creaming butter and
sugar together; stirring sauces, custards, cornflour or
other cooked cereals; rubbing soups, icing sugar, etc.,
through a sieve; beating icing of all kinds.

Table spoons are used for measuring and stirring dry
ingredients.

Forks are used for mixing plain cakes, mixing scones,
beating eggs in a basin.
Wayward Words

Lots of people know a good thing the minute some-
body else sees it first.

" FEMINA."
CORONATION CELEBRATIONS

At a meeting of delegates to the Croxley Green
Society it was unanimously decided that Croxley Green
should hold its own celebrations, as in the past, on
the Green, but that they would support any general
celebrations in the area at any time other than the
afternoon and evening of Coronation Day. A commit-
tee has been formed and will meet early in November,
and a special meeting will be called of all delegates,
when the programme will be produced for discussion.
A fund to meet expenses is to be opened and all dona-
tions individual or from organisations should be passed
to the Coronation Committee's Hon. Treasurer, Mr. A.

\:'

Hoblis, 86 New Road, Croxley Green. It is to be hoped
that everyone will help to swell the fund. As it is not
anticipated that very much (if any) in the way of a
grant will be forthcoming from the Council, it is hoped
that residents will endeavour to organise street parties
for the children, if possible on a day other than Corona-
tion Day, as there will be all the usual attractions 'for
the children on the Green on that day. Remembering
the splendidly successful "Festival" arrangements of
last year, it is confidently anticipated that Tuesday,
June 2nd, 1953, will similarly go down as a "red-letter"
day in Croxley Green's history.

SOCIAL SIDE
POTfERING WITH THE POTfERS

Members of the Social Studies Section of the Croxley
Green Townswomen's Guild spent a very enjoyable day.
The coach left Croxley Green at 9.45 a.m. and the first
call was at the Odney Potteries, near Cookham. This
is a very interesting craft, and at Odney they pride
themselves on turning out work as perfect as is pos-
sible; all is hand-made in the same way as that of the
old English potters of the 17th Century. After lunch
the party proceeded to Maidenhead and returned to
Croxley at 6.30 p.m. Surely this was education in its
most enjoyable form.

ART AT LITTLE GREEN LANE
Parents of children attending Little Green Lane

School were enthralled by the informative and clear
way in which Mrs. Lazenby, who is on the Selection
Committee of the National Exhibition of Children's Art,
explained the paintings displayed at the School Exhibi-
tion on June 20th and which were the work of the
pupils. It was evident that there is much more to the
teaching of art than the mere use of colours. Mrs.
Lazenby was able to show how a child used colour
and detail to express a meaning or a thought.

LYNMOUTH FLOOD FUND
Members of this Association will, we are sure, agree

with the decision of the Social Committee to send a
donation of 5 guineas to the above fund. As many of
you will know, dances are held every month during the
winter and any small profit is put on one side and used
in cases such as this. The Committee felt that this was
indeed the "rainy" day for which the money had
been saved.

"THE ARROW OF SONG"
Croxley Green has the reputation for doing whatever

it does well. Its Townswomen are not behind in their
efforts and the Drama Section of Croxley Green's
Townswomen's Guild are showing their enterprise in the
three-act play especially written for women's organisa-
tions by T. B. Morris. "The Arrow of Song" is a
play for all women, and it is to be hoped that all
lovers of drama will make an effort to see this very
beautifully-written play. Please come, all of you, to
the Guildhouse on November 29th at 2.30 p.m. or 7.30
p.m. Tickets now on sale are 3s. 6d., 2s. 6d. and
Is. 6d., all reserved, can be obtained from all members
of the Drama Section or the Business Manager, 72 Mal-
vern Way. Phone Rickmansworth 2667. The Drama
Section are confident that after seeing this play you
will never again say that an "all-women" play is no
good, and producer Mrs. Frank Tickle is of the same
opinion. Comeand see for yourselves.

Repairs and Overhauls
Stockist for ••MAZDA •• and

•• CROMPTON" LAMPS
F W ATKINS 162 WATFORD ROAD

•• . Phone: RICK. "i829

Rudge • Humber • Robin Hood eye LES Phillips • Norman • New Hudson
(H.P. terms arranged)



lHE "LOCAL"
We have read much in the papers recently about

•• State" pubs versus private enterprise pubs, and
whether these arguments and wranglings have been
centred around the licensed houses of Hemel Hempstead,
Bracknell, Crawley or Harlow matters little. What does
matter is that whether the residents of these communi-
ties like it or not they are now likely to have private
enterprise pubs and not State owned.

How many of the residents of Croxley Green have had
the opportunity of visiting the State-managed licensed
houses in the Carlisle district of Cumberland would be
difficult to say, but there must be some. Those who
have visited these houses will be able to judge the
difference between the State controlled and mine host of
private enterprise. There is' a difference, not only a
physical difference, but also a differ.ence in the wh?le
atmosphere. That they are clean, give a good service
and are well managed is not doubted, but so were the
workhouses of old, and no one wanted to enter one of
these voluntarily.

Today we have as a fact, not as an idea, State Elec-
tricity, State Gas, State Transport, State Fuel. What a
tragedy it would be if we had to rely on the all-powerful
State for even our modest half-pint. It is not suggested
that everyone wishes to use the licensed houses and in
those cases it will not really matter if the State or
private enterprise control the pubs.. That t~er~ ~ill
continue to be licensed houses is not m doubt, it 1S Justa matter of who will control them. -

Britain is well-known throughout the world for many
things and whilst it is not suggested that its licensed
houses are sufficient in themselves to make or mar a
nation, they certainly do fit into the general picture,
and to the traveller there is nothing so pleasant as to
break his journey at a wayside inn, enjoy good, well-
cooked food and, if he so desires, a drink to suit his
palate.

Could imagination run riot sufficiently to allow one to
foresee what might happen if, to start with, the licensed
houses in the new towns, together. with those in the
immediate vicinity (and make no mistake the State
would eventually grab the lot) were under State con-
trol? One can imagine a traveller having to give four-
teen days' notice that he required a drink other than
what the State offered him on demand,' and he might
well be called upon to take his glass and wash it him-
self, in State sterilised water, before returning it to ~he
bar, and handing it over to the State controlled mme
host, complete with the" returned empty" forms, made
out in quadruplicate.

No! For our own sakes, and for once forgetting the
State, let us keep our '' local" in private hands, and if
we think a half-pint at one pub tastes a bit" off," then
leave us with the opportunity to go to another, which
can give us a half-pint to. suit our taste, and in any case
we don't like regimentation in any form. .
. "THE BARLEY MOW."

J ••••

CHRISTMAS WHIST DRIVE
As there nave been several requests for Whist
Drives: the Social Committee is willing to ar-
range an Xmas Drive if sufficient support is
forthcoming. If you are interested please give

your name and address to the Editor or to the
Chairman of the Social Committee at 46 War-
wick Way, Croxley Green, as soon as possible.

CHIEF STREET STEWARD
For the benefit of existing members and prospeoove

new members, the Association has appointed as <:>.def
Street Steward Mrs. G. A. Wilkins, of 22 Warwick
Way (Telephone: Watford 9679). .'.

Any Association member or any resident of Croxley
Green may contact Mrs. Wilkins and pass forward then
request for service or information likely to be of inter-
est, in the knowledge that such matters will be dealt
with expeditiously by the Executive Committee.

Our Chief Street Steward will be glad to call person-
ally on any resident, with a view to discussing matters
of common interest.

OLD TIME DANCES
November 22 and December 13: All Saints' Church

Hall, 7.45-11.45. 2s. 6d.
December 31: St. Oswald's Hall.

This is a special Gala event. Remember last year,
and don't miss this year!

Get your tickets NOW for the November dance!

PUBLIC N'OTlCE
On November 21st. at 7.30 p.m. in the Guildhouse, a

. Public Meeting will be held 'to arrange the formation of
an Evening 'Townswomen's Guild in Croxley Green.

MEMBERSHIP

Please enrol me as a new /former Member at the
subscription of 2/- per annum.

Full Name

Address .

............................. Date .

Post to: Secretary, 140, Baldwins Lane, Croxley
Green, or (if old member) hand to Street Steward

[Membership includes husband and wife 1
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