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CGRA Chairman
Hello. The silencing of All Saints
Church clock chimes has led to an
almighty local resident backlash
against our dear District Council.
This is an unfortunate but not isolated
case and you may be dismayed to
learn there have been other, recent,
instances of both our District and
County council officials acting in
ways that do not necessarily help our
community (we have plenty of
anecdotes!).
These situations
highlight why it is important for a
community such as ours to have an
active Residents’ Association.
Canal - On the subject of being
active, we recently met with
representatives of the Canal and
Rivers Trust and our Parish Council
to clarify the work that could be
undertaken under the Canal Adoption
Scheme Agreement by the Parish
Council and local resident volunteers.

We, the community, will be able to
work with these entities to ensure that
the stretch of Grand Union Canal
towpath that runs through Croxley
Green is regularly maintained. We
are fortunate to have a particularly
attractive stretch of canal that is
widely used for all manner of leisure
activities but, in recent years, the
adjacent undergrowth has not been
kept at bay. If you are interested in
getting involved in this scheme please
contact us.

The other reason for the meeting
was to obtain the last of the
permissions required to arrange
signage for the new Boundary
Walk. We referred to this in our
previous edition of the Resident and
we are confident of completing and
publicising this project by the end of
this autumn.
Getting involved with things that
are happening in our community
doesn’t require a huge, regular
investment of your time and effort
but is extremely rewarding. The
towpath scheme is a seasonal
commitment and I recall a one-off
canal clear up day 3 years ago that
attracted 40 to 50 happy volunteers.
Of course, there is similar work
going on or around the canal. The
Friends of Common Moor arrange
monthly Sunday morning clear ups
days as do the Keep Croxley Green
Group (in Long Valley Wood and
the Buddleia Walk) and volunteers
are always welcome. Contact us and
we will put you in touch with these
organisations.
“Getting involved” is something
we are desperate for you, dear
reader, to do when, in a matter of a
few weeks time, the Community /
Parish Plan questionnaire is
launched. There’s little point in
posing questions that affect our
community life if there isn’t a high
enough rate of response. We’ve
discussed inducing responses by
issuing prizes and by spending hard
fought for grants on publicity but,
when it comes down to it we want
you to do what we know is a bit of
an imposition and sit down and
spend 20 minutes in completing,
preferably online, the
questionnaire.

We think you’ll find it fun, maybe
controversial, if you involve the whole
family.
However skeptical you may be in filling
in such a questionnaire please bear in
mind that funding for community
projects, even the little things we all
take for granted, will be increasingly
more difficult to source and that
Government agencies, our Parish,
District and County Councils will need
some persuading if things are to get
moving. The evidence base provided by
your completion of the questionnaire
will prove invaluable.
If you can spare some time to help us to
collate the questionnaire responses we
would be most pleased if you could
make contact with us!

LOCAL AREA FORUM
to be held on

Tuesday November 27th
at 7.30pm
Harvey Road School,
Harvey Road

This is an opportunity to raise any local
issues regarding this parish and ask
direct questions to the District
Councillors, currently: Phil Brading
(Chairman), Leighton Dann, Steve
Drury, Chris Lloyd, Brian Norman,
Roger Seabourne and Brian White.
Croxley Green Parish Councillors as
well as our County Councillor Steve
Drury have also been invited.
An opportunity will arise during this
meeting to discuss the future of
Stone’s Orchard, The Green.

Stone’s Orchard
Many long standing residents will be
aware that Stone’s Orchard was once
a thriving local mixed fruit orchard
recognised for its abundance of
cherries. The land was originally
owned by the Woolrych family and
the orchard was managed by Walter
Stone and his sons as tenant farmers
(hence “Stone’s Orchard”) from 1893
to 1960.
Much of the land was sold by the
Woolrych family to John Dickinson
and Company (the paper
manufacturers) which, for almost 150
years, provided employment at the
paper mill. John Dickinson used
some of the land for housing and
leisure facilities for the benefit of
their employees and sold other parts
to Hertfordshire County Council. By
the 1970s all that remained of the
original site was approx. 3½ acres
and, at this time, John Dickinson
applied for planning consent for
housing. This was refused and in
1983 Stone’s Orchard was sold to
Three Rivers District Council for £1.

From the time when the Stone family
relinquished the tenancy (and thus
when the maintenance of the orchard
ceased) this well stocked thriving
orchard gradually began to fall into a
poor condition. However, in the early
part of the 1990s a countrywide
organisation, “Common Ground”,
emerged that encouraged the
reinstatement of old orchards for their

wildlife values. A Management Plan to
rectify the sad condition of Stone’s
Orchard was drawn up and local
schools and pupils took part in an
annual event to replant many of the
known varieties that the Stone family
had previously maintained. This was
superceded by a new initiative,
Hertfordshire Orchard Initiative (HOI)
which endeavoured to reclaim many
old orchards in the county and, more
importantly, sought to safeguard the
known varieties of fruit for the future.
In recent years an even larger
organisation, East of England Apples
and Orchard Project (EEAOP) has
encouraged local areas to continue
with this task. EEAOP is a registered
charity working to guarantee a future
for local orchard fruits and orchards.
There are around 250 local varieties of
apple, pear, plum and cherry that come
from the seven counties of the region
Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire,
Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.
These varieties and their orchard
habitat need to be preserved for their
local significance; genetic diversity; as
local food sources and for their
landscape and wildlife value. There
are also hundreds of ‘lost’ fruit
varieties known only from written
records.

CROXLEY ALARM SYSTEMS
For All Your Security Requirements
Free Advice & Quotations - Domestic & Commercial
Croxley’s Only NACOSS Gold Approved Installer
Alarms * 24 HR Monitoring * CCTV * Door Access
Tel: 01923 771920 Fax: 01923 772901 Mob: 07768 274750
Concorde House, 4 Scots Hill, Croxley Green, Herts WD3 3AD

www.croxleyalarmsystems.co.uk

For further information on the
background history of the land and
varieties of fruit trees grown see
“Stone’s Orchard, Croxley Green”.
Ed. Cllr M Pomfret, published by the
Croxley Green Parish Council, 1994
(approx.) available in Croxley Green
Library.
Stone’s Orchard is one of the few
historically recorded orchards
in the county and its future is
being discussed at the Local
Area Forum on November 27th.
Residents of Croxley Green are
encouraged to attend this
meeting to voice opinions and
guide the Local Authorities as to
how this orchard site can be
managed and maintained for
future generations of local
residents.
Margaret Pomfret

CROXLEY TYRES
A Wide Range of New and Part Worn
Tyres Supplied with Free Fitting
and Balancing.
Puncture repairs, Balancing and tracking
Services. Fast efficient service that gets you
straight back on the road.
174-176 New Road Croxley
Tel: 01923 710323

Lily Ford - 100 Years Young.
We (two members of the Croxley
Green Residents' Association) were
delighted to be invited to Lily Ford’s
100th birthday party on 18th July.
This was held at Shaftesbury Court,
Malvern Way, Croxley Green and
Lily has been living here since
moving from Chandlers Cross
approximately four years ago.

arranged for two members of the
Hemel Hempstead Salvation Army
to come to play the concertina and
sing some favourite hymns with her.
Lily's children, Hazel and Donald,
some of Lily's grandchildren and
great grandchildren, friends and
family surrounded her as she sang
along with great enthusiasm...

As a child, Lily lived with her
parents and a brother in Upton Park,
the area of the home ground of West
Ham Football Club (Lily assured us
that she was not a football fan!).
Lily's father, along with hundreds of
young family men, went off to
France and Belgium to fight the
Germans in The Great War of 19141918. Lily told us how sad she felt
that she was so young when her
father went off to war, she could not
even remember him. He was killed
in the trenches and consequently life
was hard for the family. They were
members of the Salvation Army and
the support of the Salvation Army
was a great help. Later on, Lily met
her late husband Charley Ford in the
Salvation Army; they had three
children, two girls and a boy.

Other residents living at Shaftesbury
Court were invited to share a special
afternoon tea that had been
beautifully prepared along with a
huge and delicious birthday cake.
Presents, flowers and cards,
especially the one from the Queen
on the occasion of Lily's 100th
birthday, were on display and Lily's
daughter, Hazel, had prepared a
selection of family photographs
showing Lily at various times of her
long life.

To Lily's great surprise and delight,
Susan Seaman, the dedicated
manager at Shaftesbury Court, had

Lily has always been very
independent and still manages to go
shopping; Susan Seaman told us the
members of staff have to run to keep
up with her! We are sure the
residents of Croxley Green and
Lily's family and friends join us in
sending our congratulations and best
wishes to Lily and we look forward
to her next year’s party.
When asked to what she credited

her long life, she said she had given
her life to Jesus.
(Rose and Margaret)
SHAFTESBURY COURT
Shaftesbury Court is a very
welcoming and friendly sheltered
accommodation complex for
independent living in the heart of
Croxley Green behind St Oswald’s
Church and surrounded by a
beautiful garden.
Any potential new resident, who is
over 55 years of age, and whether or
not from Croxley Green, can apply
to live here. There is a communal
lounge that is available to all
residents plus a library well stocked
with a wide variety of books. Susan
would be delighted to welcome
visitors to view the facilities, or if
anyone would simply like company
they can pop in for a coffee and a
chat from 10.30am Monday to
Thursday and come and enjoy the
lovely garden area.
If anyone would like further details
about Shaftesbury Court, Susan
Seaman (Manager) can be contacted
on 01923 242667.

Croxley
Osteopathic
Clinic

HAVE YOU ANY SPECIAL
EVENT THAT YOU OR YOUR
ORGANISATION WOULD LIKE
TO SHARE WITH OTHER
RESIDENTS IN CROXLEY
GREEN THROUGH “THE
RESIDENT”?

Deborah Osborne-Kirby, BSc (Hons) OST

Back Pain & Neck Pain
Muscle Spasms & Joint Pains
Sciatica & Neuralgia
Minor Sports Injuries
Arthritic & Rheumatic Pain
Expectant Mothers Welcome
01923 770284

Please contact Rose Hanscomb or
Margaret Pomfret of the Croxley
Green Residents' Association.

www.croxleyosteopathicclinic.co.uk
Providing Osteopathic care in Croxley
since 2002

Lily on her Wedding Day

The Sea Cadets In Croxley Green
Perhaps Croxley’s best kept secret is
the Sea Cadet unit on Cassio Bridge.
Known as the Training Ship
RENOWN with the staff and cadets
following a long-standing Naval
tradition, it has been there for around
50 years. We are based on the canal,
and next to the play area just off the
Two Bridges roundabout at the
bottom of Baldwins Lane.
The Sea Cadets is the UK's largest
maritime youth charity with 14,000
young people in 400 units
throughout the UK. Established in
1856, the Sea Cadets was created by
communities wanting to give young
people instruction on a naval theme.
Traditionally old seafarers provided
training, while local businessmen
funded or provided the unit building.
The Rickmansworth, Watford and
District unit has around 30 cadets
aged between 10 and 18, supported
by 12 volunteer instructors led by
Graeme Cawsey, a police officer in
his day job and himself a Sea Cadet
in the past.
Whether at sea or on land, TS
Renown offers young people across
the UK amazing opportunities for
personal development by learning
new skills and working in teams. Sea
Cadets can go to sea, learn to sail
and do adventure training, all on a
naval theme and in a Naval-style
uniform all in an environment where
young people find new confidence
and inspiration. We regularly take
part in activities such as sailing,
rowing, kayaking and camping.

Cadets Rowing on the canal behind TS Renown

Nations were carried in boats crewed
by Sea Cadets, including some from
TS RENOWN.
The Sea Cadets are a really cracking
organisation, and should be better
known and supported. As a resident
you can get involved in several
ways.
Your children, boys or girls, may
like to do something a bit “different”
as Sea Cadets; or you might like to
become an instructor working
directly with the Cadets – some of
our Cadets on reaching age 18 join
our staff as well; or you can become
a supporter as a member of our small
Unit Management Committee, or in
the
Parents
and
Supporters
Association.
We meet on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings from 19.15 to 21.45, and
we have a number of activities at
weekends as well, often away from
Croxley Green.
Find out more though the website
www.sea-cadets.org/rickmansworth
and what Graeme Cawsey, his team
and the Cadets get up to. You’ll be
very welcome.

Rickmansworth & Watford
Sea Cadet Unit
TS Renown
Cassio Bridge
Watford Road
WD3 3DG
07946 267018
corickmansworth@gmail.com

Ask about becoming a Sea Cadet or a
member of the team through the
website or by contacting Graeme
Cawsey corickmansworth@gmail.com
or to ask about the Committee,
contact me as Chairman on
fabianhiscock@virginmedia.com.

And other interesting things happen:
for example, in the Diamond Jubilee
Thames Pageant the 64 flags of the
Commonwealth
Cadets visit HMS Victory in the

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

Specialists in sound, lighting and special effects
equipment stage hire, management and rigging
services. All sizes of events, both in and outdoor
catered. Full technical support and advice all at
competitive prices.
For further information on what we can provide call us on 020 8868 3865 or visit
our website www.djcsoundsystems.co.uk
Proudly supporting and supplying sound and communication equipment for the
Rickmansworth canal festival since 1997

Croxley Plumbing, Heating & Bathroom Supplies

163 New Road, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Herts. WD3 3HD

Tel: 01923 711651
Fax: 01923 711656
Croxley’s Oldest Established
Independent Estate Agents

www.croxleyplumbing.co.uk email: croxleyplumbing@hotmail.co.uk

Bring a copy of this magazine for a
special rate

Mon to Fri 7am to 5.30pm and Sat 8 am to 1pm Onsite Parking

www. grosvenorestates.co.uk

2 Winton Approach (Behind our old shop in Watford Road)

We are stockist of a wide range of plumbing,
heating and bathroom supplies
at very competitive prices.
We also stock:

Soffits - Facias - Guttering
Under Ground & Waste Drainage - Bottled Gas
Water Softeners - Salt Supplies - Rock Salt
New showroom showcasing quality
bathroom suites and designs

Tel: 01923 229857

Croxley Green
Residents Association
Meeting Dates

14th January 2013
11th March 2013
with AGM
At The Library, New Road,
Croxley Green.
Meetings start at 8pm
The Sportsman
www.croxleygreen/sportsman

Telephone 01923 443360
Come along and enjoy our selection of six real
ales, three of which come from local breweries.
Saturday is live music night starting at 9 pm and
there is our ever popular Wednesday quiz night.

See us in the 2012 Good Beer Guide

KEITH PADDICK

PLUMBING & HEATING
BATHROOMS / TILING
BUILDING MAINTENANCE
CENTRAL HEATING
POWER FLUSHING
Phone: 01923 720 151
Mobile: 07778 744198
Established 1976

DO PAYE + VAT
= HEADACHE?

A/C BOOKWISE
For a fast, efficient,
friendly service
We offer fully computerised
Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll & PAYE
For a hassle-free service & good advice
Paul 07973 827506 / Celia 07976 751903
paul.maguire@acbookwise.co.uk
celia.maguire@acbookwise.co.uk

Get On Your Bike !
Even before London 2012 (can you
still remember how good you felt
watching those fantastic Olympic and
Para-Olympic athletes?) it seemed
there were more cyclists on the road.
But since the success of Team GB’s
cycling superstars, the country lanes
around Croxley on a Sunday morning
have been almost crowded with
strangely clad creatures of all shapes
and sizes (including the infamous
MAMIL*) pedalling away for all
they’re worth. And on occasions I
have been known to join them.
It wasn’t easy to get started. I
discovered that not only does the
budding road cyclist need a reasonable
bike, but he also needs the right kit.
Baggy khaki shorts and a T-shirt
apparently just don’t cut the mustard
(too high a drag factor no doubt). And
if you think that getting a middle aged
body into all that Lycra is a challenge,
it’s nothing compared to actually
being seen wearing it. My wife
laughed until the tears ran down her
face and then carried on to a point
where divorce seemed to be the only
honourable outcome. My cycling
career was almost cut off before it
started.
But cycling is strangely enjoyable. We
are blessed with wonderful country
roads to explore, albeit with a woeful
lack of safe cycle paths in built up
areas. There is more to it than I ever
thought (for example cadence is key)
although I’m still at the level of
concentrating on not falling off on the
bends and listening out for the sound
of the gnashing teeth of the frustrated
driver on my tail. And, as long as the
car behind gives me a wide enough
berth, it should be good for my health.
The NHS Choices website tells us
regular cycling can help us lose
weight, reduce stress and improve
fitness. And cycling, like walking and
swimming, is low-impact and so easier
on the joints than the knee-nobbling
effects of running. 150 minutes of
cycling per week (i.e. only 2½ out of
168 hours!) is enough to make a
difference to your cardiovascular
fitness. And if you weigh 80kg and
cycle for an hour you burn off 650
calories.

But strengthening your leg muscles by
regular cycling may have other
benefits. Osteoarthritis (OA) has
always been thought of as an almost
inevitable wear and tear, age-related
process that we can’t avoid. But
current thinking is different. All joint
tissues, cartilage, ligaments, muscles,
as well as bone, are involved in a
metabolically active process that is the
joint’s response to being stressed.
Carrying too much weight, joint
malalignment or instability due to poor
muscle tone or ligament damage, lead
to excessive load on the knees and
hips causing repeated microtrauma in
and around the joint that produces
inflammation – which is the body’s
attempt to repair itself. Inflamed joints
are painful but in the early stages of
OA the repair process really works
and there doesn’t have to be an
inevitable decline in function.
Especially if we attack the causative
factors!
This is one justification for the current
PCT policy of insisting that
overweight OA patients must lose
weight before being listed for surgery.
Taking the load off the joint (by losing
weight rather than sitting down!)
really can reduce symptoms and
improve function, and may save the
patient from a big operation. And
boosting muscle strength greatly
improves the stability of a joint and
protects it against the microtrauma that
sets off the inflammation that produces
the pain and swelling. The National
Institute for Health and Clinical
Excellence in its 2008 guideline for
health professionals on the care and
management of OA in adults put
exercise as the number one priority
treatment for people with OA,
irrespective of age, co-existing health
problems, pain or disability. The
evidence for exercise helping people
with arthritis is overwhelming – so if
we can’t beat ‘em we should join ‘em!
So cycling may be helping preserve
the very pink sweaty knees that I
spend so much time staring down at
while negotiating my way round the
local potholes. But what about the
risks - isn’t cycling too dangerous
nowadays? Sadly, cyclists do get
killed on British roads every year.
Cyclist fatalities fell from 152 in 2005
to107 in 2011 – but this year looks to

be worse with 87 cyclists having been
killed on the roads by September 18th.
An EU study showed that Britain,
although excellent at recording road
safety data, was 5th worse of 25 EU
countries for reducing cycling deaths.
This can and must get better.
The Safety in Numbers Campaign run
by the cycling charity CTC sets out
excellent evidence that cycling gets
safer the more cyclists there are. For
example a doubling of cycling would
lead to a reduction in the risks of
cycling by about a third. London has
seen a 91% increase in cycling since
2000 but a 33% fall in casualties,
while in Holland a 45% increase in
cycling from 1980 to 2005 was
accompanied by a 58% drop in cyclist
deaths. And would you believe their
figures suggest that not cycling is
more dangerous than cycling as
cyclists live on average 2 years longer!
The CTC believes that more cyclists
mean that drivers become more bike
aware and get better at anticipating
cyclists’ behaviour, that more drivers
are also cyclists themselves, and that
increasing cyclist numbers leads to
greater political influence and will
improve road conditions for cyclists.
This autumn the government is
launching its Think Cyclist campaign.
It calls on drivers and cyclists to:
Look out for each other,
especially when turning
Signal intentions so that the
other road user can react
Give cyclists space and
remember that cyclists are
advised to ride well clear of the
kerb to be visible and avoid
collisions
It sounds like good advice. So perhaps
Norman Tebbit was right after all. We
should get on our bikes. To get fit. To
live longer. To lose weight. To get to
work. To have fun. To increase
cycling safety. To make the politicians
improve the road environment for
cyclists. And maybe so that you can
Let Your Cycling Relieve Arthritis.
Yes, there’s no getting away from it.
We’re back to Lycra again. But it
might just be worth it. Oh, and by the
way, she-who-must-be is still
laughing…
Nigel Corp, General Practitioner
* Middle Aged Men In Lycra

Ainsworth Farm Cattery

We Are Hair . . . For You

Give your cat a holiday too!

LADIES & GENTS HAIRDRESSING

Greenman
Garden Services

Bucks Hill (Near Sarratt & Chipperfield)
Hertfordshire WD4 9AP

All Aspects of Hair care including
Creative Cutting, Perming & Colouring.
Highlights & Low Lights.
All at Competitive Prices
Ear piercing & wet shaves also available

Tel: 01923 264 503 / 07789 327152
Email: cats@ainsworthfarm.co.uk

01923 711478
Landscaping
Tree Work
Garden Maintenance

299 Baldwins Lane
276 New Road, Rickmansworth, WD3 3HH

Tel. 01923 441117 Fax. 01923 441118
Email. sales@m25security.co.uk

Reliable, Qualified
Fully Insured

0800 1979469

Alarms

Tel: 01923 801 694
greenmangardening@yahoo.co.uk
www.greenmangardenservices.com

Locks
Access Control
CCTV
Maintenance Contracts

James Peddle Ltd

P.A.Curtis, D.Pod.M.
Podiatrist
25 Alexandra Road
Watford
WD17 4QX

Tel: 01923 255632
www.pacurtis.com
* Household Insurance *
* Business Insurance *
* Contractors Insurance *
* Travel Insurance *
Independent Advice
Quality Cover
Personal Local Service
Specialists in high value property

Offering a friendly, professional & flexible service
Call now to arrange your free
No obligation quotation and risk assessment

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
10 Moneyhill Parade, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 7BE
Telephone: 01923 772013 Fax: 01923 772013 / Also at:
Lower Road, Chorleywood WD3 5LQ

Telephone: 01923 286102

PIA House, 4 Norfolk Court,
Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth,WD3 1LA.

Tel: 01923 714966
www.pia.ltd.uk
Professional Insurance Advisers Ltd
are authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority.

172 New Road, Croxley Green WD3 3HD

Telephone: 01923 775013

ANLEX LTD
Bridgewater Basin in Watford is pleased to offer
moorings and other services for the dedicated
canal enthusiast.
The friendly, and very experienced crew can offer
expert advice in all aspects of canal boating
including:

Moorings ● Pump-Outs
Elsen Disposal & replacement fluids
Diesel ● Water ● Lock keys ● Mooring pins

Professional Insurance Advisers Ltd

/

The marina can also provide Electrical,
Engineering and Fabrication services by two well
known and established canal boat enthusiasts.
Derek Harrison and John Pattle between them
can boast over 50 years experience in canal boat
maintenance
frank@bridgewater-boats.co.uk
Cassiobury Bridge Wharf
Croxley Green Watford Herts

Tel: 01923 211 448

THE PEARSON – TURNER PARTNERSHIP
276 New Road, Croxley Green, Herts WD3 3EN Tel: 01923 771588
www.croxleygreen.co.uk enquiries@pearsonturner.co.uk
The Independent Letting Agent

Properties urgently needed for renting, lettings and sales.
Please contact us for a free valuation.
Call Judy Pearson-Turner to ‘Let your property work for you’
No Let No Fee / Members of NAEA

YOUR LOCAL GARDEN CENTRE
TURF SPECIALISTS
Supplier of Sports quality turf.

Hard wearing dwarf rye sport grass which is
grown on soil compatible with local area.
We offer a turf laying service.
A full range of compost and soils are
available.
We stock a good range of tools
Plus other usual Garden Centre supplies
Daily delivery service
Sandy Lane Northwood Middlesex HA6 3HB

Tel: 0208 421 5911 Fax: 020 8421 5944
www.anlexgardencentre.co.uk

We also supply Fencing and Decking in a
good range of styles to Trade and Retail

Tel: 0208 4215977

CJ Barbers
No appointment necessary.
Tel 0786 3070020 -146 New Road Croxley
Opening Hours
Mon & Tues 8.30am - 6.30pm
Wed Closed
Thurs 8.30am - 7pm
Fri 8.30am - 6.30pm
Sat 8.30am - 4.30pm

10th
Anniversary

“a big thank you to all our Customers”

SCHOOLS PAGE

Yorke Mead School

Little Green School
During the summer the school’s mobile classrooms, originally installed back
in 1997, were replaced with new high specification modular units.
The original building were installed to cope with a “temporary rise” in pupil
numbers some 15 years ago - a rise that never went away! The old building
was in need of replacement as its roof leaked so badly that lines of buckets
had to be used every time it rained heavily.
On Friday 5th October the children,
parents and staff of Yorke Mead
Primary School celebrated Harvest with
two lovely Harvest Assemblies. The
youngest
children
presented
an
assembly thanking God for the four
elements whilst the eldest children
explored traditional Harvest tales from
around the world.
Every classroom now has air conditioning and new energy saving features
such as smart lighting and there’s a ground source heat pump for heating hot
water for the classrooms and toilets. There is also a more permanent feel
with the use of cedar cladding and brick ramps. The building also give the
children an attractive and more comfortable environment to work in.

Rickmansworth School
After ten years in the planning,
construction of a new school sports
hall is on schedule for opening in
February 2013. A big undertaking,
this will transform the school’s
sporting facilities for the benefit of
pupils and the local community.

badminton courts, basketball court,
volleyball court and two cricket
lanes. The first floor will consist of a
fitness suite, dance studio and four
new classrooms. Outside there will
be an all-weather multi use games
area (MUGA) pitch.

Careful planning and “state of the
art” technology and practices are
ensuring that the new hall will meet
modern environmental “Green”
standards. For instance, the byproduct heat from electric generators
powering the hall and other parts of
the school will be used for heating
both the swimming pool and sports
hall, making energy savings and
reducing carbon consumption. Even
the soil from all the excavations was
used to create an additional playing
field from previously sloping land at
the rear of the school.

Simon White, director of sport at the
school, says “These new state of the
art facilities will provide pupils with
many more sporting opportunities in
an environment designed to
maximise their potential and
enjoyment of sports”.

The hall will have two levels. The
ground floor will have four

Donations of tea, coffee, biscuits and
soup etc made by the children were
donated to the Watford Peace Hospice
to help support friends and family
visiting those who are very ill.
Anyone who has been unfortunate
enough to have their lives touched by
cancer knows what a tremendous
support The Peace Hospice offers to
both patients and their families. We
wanted to do something to support a
local charity and knowing the
difficulties the Hospice faces over
funding this seemed a natural choice.
This will be the second year we have
supported The Peace Hospice and we
hope that our small offering can help
bring a little comfort to people on their
visits.
The children and staff were all dressed
in jeans as part of Genes for Jeans Day
so the school was busy supporting two
very worthy causes at the same time.
Each child was asked to donate £1.00 to
wear their jeans and all donations will
be given to Genetic Disorders UK.
Our School Council takes a strong lead
in fund raising for charity and we are
always very proud of the kindness and
contributions our children and parents
make.
Lucille Pollard
Head teacher

The 100th Anniversary of Croxley Green Railway
Some months ago a friend, Roger
Puddiphatt, told me that the 15th June
2012 was the 100th anniversary of
the railway that once went to the
station of Croxley Green near Two
Bridges on Watford Road. Croxley
Green Station has now gone except
for a British Rail sign warning
people not to trespass on private
property; the steps leading up to the
platform can just about be seen
through the gate. This is a short
history of the line.
The London & North Western
Railway built a railway line from
Watford, via one station, Watford
West, to Croxley Green. The line
was for passengers and freight and
both stations opened on 15th June
1912. At first, steam locomotives
hauled the trains; the goods yard at
Croxley came a few months later.
The line was later electrified. I dare
say many people travelled on this
line into Watford on Oelikon 3 car
units before 1957, then on 501
Electric units. For a short time 313
Emu’s eastern Region units
from1970s were used. The service
ran some early mornings and some
evenings from the single platform
until the line closed around 1993.
On March 24th 1996 a bus service
was started but didn't last long now
we have our bus passes.

A halt was built for Watford
Football Stadium fans and opened
by Elton John in December 1982. It
was only used on match days.
Over the years the station front has
seen many changes, one year it was
altered because the roundabout we
now see by the Harvester was built.
Before the Croxley Green station
closed for passengers, the goods
yard closed and houses were built on
the site. The overgrown sites at
Croxley and Watford West will
disappear if the Rail link is built in
2016, and will be replaced by the
two stations at Ascot Road and the
Hospital Complex.
Hopefully some people will have
seen our display recently in Croxley
Library with photographs, tickets,
maps etc to celebrate the history of
this railway.
Did you know that by the canal lock
at the bottom of Mill Lane a piece of
railway track ran into John
Dickinson’s Paper Mill? The Paper
Mill was demolished in 1982. New
houses have been built there but the
cattle still graze on the Moor.

Artist at a Rail Art Exhibition, of a
house by a wood yard, down on the
canal by the underground viaduct,
near Gade Avenue, now gone for
part of the marina for narrow boats.
I thought the artist had made a
mistake, but no, the house was there
before the 1960s. If anyone
remembers this, as part of our
“history of wood along the canals”*,
please let me know.
*The Croxley Green Branch an
article by M. Smith in the London
Railway Record July 2001
Contributed by John Harrington –
resident of Croxley Green
John is a retired Footplate man
from the steam days, forcibly retired
by Beeching. He has a vast
knowledge of Railways, Rail Artists
and their work.

Some years ago I saw a picture
painted by a Guild of Railway

JKIB GENEALOGY
Family history research
done at a reasonable cost

Tel: 07775 654188
Email: lursajulie@hotmail.com
Web: www.jkibgenealogy.com

Private Maths Tuition
Entrance Exams, GCSE, A level
Watford, Rickmansworth, Croxley,
Radlett, Elstree, Bushey

Darren Kaye
T:07940568701
E:dazk@hotmail.com

Professional Tiling Service
Ceramics & Natural Stone
Design & Installation Services
Local Company with 25 Years Experience

For a free home consultation and to
view our extensive portfolio please call

Croxley Wellness Centre

Dan Brown
07771 714629

GYM &
STUDIO
129 New Road,
Croxley Green WD3 3EN

01923 710676
CORRECTIVE PILATES
STAND TALL
LENGTHEN YOUR SPINE
STRENGTHEN YOUR ABDOMINALS
SMALL GROUP SESSIONS
NEW SENIORS GYM MEMBERSHIP
YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD TO
EXERCISE!
ONLY £18 PER MONTH (Mon-Fri 11 -3)
Pay as you go sessions and membership
available.

No More Excuses!!
www.croxleywellnesscentre.co.uk

Qualified Professional Conscientious
Heating Engineers

Charter Heating Services Ltd
Tel: 01923 778493
Mobile: 07831 428118
Email: stef@charterheating.co.uk
www.charterheating.co.uk
FULL SERVICE & SAFETY
CHECK OF YOUR GAS BOILER
FROM
AS LITTLE AS £74.75 PLUS VAT
your local friendly business
established since 1975
For more information visit:
www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk

Croxley Green
Community Centre
HALL FOR HIRE
Let for Weddings, Parties,
Anniversaries, etc.

01923 777647

To view our properties,
get honest advice or
book a valuation
talk to James
or visit www.jamesestateagents.com

CROXLEY CAR CENTRE.Com
Good Looking Cars - Better Looking Prices
Visit Your Local Independent Dealer
33 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green

01923 244469
sales@croxleycarcentre.co.uk

www.croxleycarcentre.com

CROXLEY DIVERS

Premier Flooring

Diving Sales, Services & Equipment
PADI & Technical Dive Centre
LEARN TO DIVE WITH US
125 New Road, Croxley Green WD3 3EN

143 New Road Croxley Green Rickmansworth Herts WD3 3EN

Telephone: 01923 777700

01923 897222

Fax: 01923 710483
www.croxleydivers.co.uk
sales@croxleydivers.co.uk

Email: premierflooring@btconnect.com

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
CARPET - VINYL- SOLID WOOD - ENGINEERED WOOD
LAMINATE - KARNDEAN - Specialists in AMTICO Flooring
FREE no obligation quotes
Call in and see our showroom today.

Local and long
distance
removals and
storage.
‘If you are moving over 100 miles we
can save you as much as
30% of the cost of the move’
Established 1918
Free Estimates

01923 226206

KALIEDOSCOPE
Children’s Street Jazz and Disco Dance Classes
Every Monday at New Road Methodist Church Hall
Toddlers (ages 3-5). 3.45 to 4.15pm
Juniors (ages 5-7). 4.15 to 4.45 pm
Seniors (ages 7-10). 4 to 5pm
Ages 11 plus 5 to 6pm
For details Call Lauren Dale 07793768226
Lauren@kaliedoscopedance.co.uk

www.kaliedoscopedance.co.uk

KH Decorating
PROFESSIONAL DECORATOR
City & Guilds Qualified
Over 25 Years experience
Professional, reliable service
Quality work guaranteed
Free estimates, advice and references

Call Karl on 01923 711937/ 0794 1102714
or email: huttys@msn.com

ALL TYPES OF SCAFFODING
Commercial & Domestic
Free Estimates
Fully Insured
All Areas Covered
Competitive Prices

07951 536 717
01923 350 254
highrise1@btconnect.com
Kingscombe Farm Holiday Cottages
Swim, walk, relax in the beautiful
Inny Valley, Cornwall
Contact

Adrian & Sue Rowe
Kingscombe Farm, Linkinhorne, Callington, PL17 8QJ
01579 370 871 or 07740 950539
kingscombecottages@gmail.com
www.kingscombecottages.co.uk

Gentle Yoga Classes

Shamma

Charlotte House School Rickmansworth

Dry Cleaners

Tuesday Evenings
7.00pm - 8.30pm £70 for 12 Lessons

200 Watford Road, Croxley Green WD3 3DD

Methodist Church, New Road

Same Day Cleaning Instant Passport Photos
Duvet Service Competitive Prices
Tailoring Alternations Leather Care
Key Cutting Shoe Repairs
Contract Cleaning Undertaken - Easy Parking

Thursday Evenings
7.30pm - 9.30pm £80 for 12 Lessons
For further information please ring

Simone Jones 01923 770913

Tel/Fax: 01923 210000

Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm / Sat 9am - 3pm
Email: shammadc@aol.com

Thinking Of Others
As the winter months are setting in
please try and spare a thought for
elderly and disabled neighbours who
are on their own. The shorter days
and cold weather makes it harder for
these people to venture out and they
can be easily forgotten.
Also higher fuel prices add extra
pressure deciding whether to cut
back on costs by having the heating
on less. All this can make people
feel more lonely and vulnerable so if
you can spare the time to call and
check on them during winter then
this might make all the difference?

The Ghost of Scotbridge Mill - Derek Wakefield
Three intrepid youngsters from the school atop the hill
Listened to the stories of the ghost of Scotsbridge Mill
Back then the Mill was empty, a dark and gloomy place,
Where no one in their rightful mind would dare to show their face.
Yet these three lads decided, to challenge their worst fears
And seek the mystery spectre, talked about for years.
The mist was slowly rising from the nearby River Chess
Where the boys were watching t’was a metre high, no less.
When suddenly they saw it, a truly awesome sight.
A shapeless, legless vision, in the fading evening light.
As it wafted closer they left the scene so fast that even
Mr Usain Bolt would never have got past.
Arriving home they told their folks the really awful tale,
The colour in their faces was a whiter shade of pale.
An unsuspecting local man out walking with his dog,
Had no idea what had occurred in that early evening fog.
Those three boys are now grown men but still recall the thrill
And fear the night they thought they saw
The Ghost of Scotsbridge Mill.

Flowers4Croxley
We enjoyed all the excitement of the
Queen’s Jubilee, the Olympics and
talk of the lasting legacy, but for me
the highlight of the Summer in
Croxley Green was the sight of the
wonderful flowers that were planted
all over the village especially the
Met Station.
Thanks to Flowers4Croxley in
conjunction with the Parish Council
Rangers. I would like to thank
especially Mandy Grant, who has
put so much hard work and
enthusiasm into making Croxley not

Gabby Glam & Beauty
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!!!
Mini Facial & Back Massage
1 HOUR Treatment £45
*
Manicure & Pedicure £30
*
Spray Tan & FREE OPI
shape & varnish £25
T:01923 777713
M:07800 800770

CHRISTMAS WEEK
OPEN LATE EVERY DAY
www.gabbyglamandbeauty.com

New Club Opens
only greener, but redder, whiter and
bluer! I hope this is one of the
lasting legacies for Croxley.
Rose Hanscomb

Sorely Missed - Alex Allen - One of Croxley’s Characters

CGRA Website

I first met Alex years ago, when he
worked in the butchers in the Co-Op;
he was always smiling and friendly
to everyone. He was a hard worker
and always on the go. He loved
Croxley and never wanted to go
abroad for holidays or ever to move
away.
He loved sport and home cooking
especially his wife Jean’s Sunday
roast.
I lost touch when I moved to another
part of Croxley, but caught up with
him again probably 30 odd years
later when I saw him delivering
leaflets and free newspapers and
stopped for a chat. He was out in all
weathers and was still smiling. A
few weeks before he died at the end
of April, he lost his wallet while out
shopping. We found it and returned
it to him.

I shall miss him round Croxley and I
am sure many others will too,
especially Laura in Fantasy Flowers
who would make him a cup of hot
chocolate on cold mornings when he
popped in for a chat.
He worked for Londis, and the staff
there still miss his cheerfulness and
his energy, at 82, he had more than
enough for a man half his age.

He was very relieved and later that
day, returned with a special packet
of biscuits for us.

Ursula Bartlett M.A.R.
GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

01923 445163 07771 578562
www.reflexology-herts.co.uk

Treat yourself to some ‘me’ time! Reflexology encourages the body’s own
healing processes and can be beneficial for a wide variety of disorders. It is
also very relaxing and is great for stress relief.

The Residents’ Association website
www.croxleyresidentsassociation.co.uk

is the place to keep in touch with
local issues and events. An events
calendar has just been recently
introduced, so if there are any
community events or meetings of
interest to residents then please use
the contacts page to pass them on to
the webmaster.
Yorke Road School - the latest
updates and photos of the graffiti are
posted on the CGRA website.
Another addition to the site is the
residents’ blog where you can
comment on local issues and
concerns. The silencing of All Saints
bells has drawn in lots of comments
on the “Bells Blog” The blog offers
the means to open debate on
whatever subjects that you feel
would be of local interest. Your
comments can make a difference!

Sylvia von Harden - Can you help?
Croxley Green Residents
Association (CGRA) has been
contacted by Jonathan Davis
seeking information on a onetime resident, Sylvia von
Harden. She was a German
journalist and poet born in
Hamburg on 28th March 1894
and originally known as Sylvia
von Halle.

Pompidou, Paris.

During her career she wrote for
many newspapers in Germany
and England.

Jonathan is trying to discover
something about her time in
Croxley Green. If you can help
with anything about Sylvia where she lived etc. - please can
you contact me and I will forward
the information to him.

She was famously portrayed in
the painting by Otto Dix entitled
"Bildnis der Journalistin Sylvia
von Harden" (Portrait of the
Journalist Sylvia von Harden)
(1926). It depicts von Harden
with bobbed hair and monocle
seated at a cafe table with a
cigarette in her hand and a
cocktail in front of her. It is now
in the Musée National d'Art
Moderne, Centre Georges

This painting was re-created in
an opening scene of the film
“Cabaret”.
Sylvia came to England in 1933
and at some stage decided to
live in Croxley Green where she
died on 4th June 1963.

Thank you
Margaret J Pomfret

Marbles Business Services

42 Repton Way WD3 3PW or
phone 01923 720088

Website Design & Ecommerce Solutions
Design & Print
Directory Advertising

marblesbusinessservices.com

01923 720141
Kevin Brind

BSc (Hons) MCSP HPC MMACP

Memory Walk

Chartered and Manipulative Physiotherapist

Karen Manners

Refill & Save

MCSP HPC
Chartered Physiotherapist

186 New Road, Croxley Green
Hertfordshire WD3 3HD

41 Baldwins Lane Croxley Green WD3 3LS.
We offer effective treatment including
the use of acupuncture for the following
conditions:

01923 70072

Spinal Problems

QUIRKY AND QUALITY
DESIGNED STATIONERY
AT REASONABLE PRICES

Upper and Lower Extremity Problems
Sporting Injuries
General aches and pains
Pre & Post Operative Rehabilitation

For further information
and free brochure contact:
JUDITH
01923 772798

Please call us on telephone
Kevin on 01923 235600
Karen on 01923720744

www.croxleyphysio.co.uk

Registered OSTEOPATHs
Your local, caring, family OSTEOPATHs.

back pain - sciatica - neck pain - shoulder pain
For all your pain needs
Rohit Shin BSc Hons Ost. & Associates

Tel: 01923 710424
127 New Road, Croxley Green, WD3 3EN

Memory Walk takes place for late
mesothelioma victim Keith Turnbull
Judith Turnbull, committee member
of the Residents Association and a
member of the KCGG, would like to
thank those residents who came on a
memor y wal k for her late
husband Keith on September
9th. Over £70 was raised for Keith's
'Snowdrop Fund' created in order to
further research into the treatment of
mesothelioma.
Further details about Keith and the
Memory Walk are given on page 58
of My Croxley, September 2012
More information on asbestos
exposure and mesothelioma is
available from Mesothelioma UK
and The Mick Knighton Research
Fun; details on the Snowdrop Fund
are available on the justgiving
website:
www.justgiving.com/Lise-Coughlan

Rickmansworth Flooring
An Independent Family Business / Established 2002

Celebrating 10 years in Rickmansworth
Complete Range of Floor Coverings
Friendly Help and Advice
to arrange a free home visit please call us on:

Tel/Fax: 01923 777193 / Mobile: 07810 845 150
or come and visit our showroom opposite Marks & Spencer at

144 High Street
Rickmansworth Herts WD3 11AB
Quality Carpets Quality Service

CROXLEY
DECORATING
SOLUTIONS
Domestic & Commercial
Decorating
Interior & External
General DIY
Established 10 years
Call Grahame
01923 800396
07740 089865
grahame.andrews@mac.com

OAKLANDS COMPUTER SERVICES

0800 781 9817
Our Call-Out Service to small & home-based
businesses and home users covers all
problems, no problem ever left unsolved
Repairs & Upgrades for Laptops & PCs
Open for you every weekday & Saturday

170 New Road, Croxley Green
WD3 3AU

Wilyman Chemist

BLISS BEAUTY

Your local independent Pharmacist
297 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green
Herts WD3 3LE

The skills of our Therapists are vital.
We ensure that our team is highly trained in
both product knowledge and application,
meaning a completely Bliss-Full experience
for our clients.

Tel: 01923 775696

We offer a full range of Beauty Treatments

Repeat prescriptions service available for
both New Road and Baldwins Lane
surgeries
plus covering surgeries in the
Mill End and Watford area

Gerards Facial & Body Treatments
OPI Manicures & Pedicures
Bio Sculpture Gels
St Tropez Tanning
Monu Facials
CACI Facials
PHD Waxing
Massage

We can order your prescriptions
directly from your doctor and have it
dispensed ready for collection or
deliver free of charge

Opening Hours
9 am to 6.30pm Mon to Fri
Sat 9am to 1pm

Free Consultation With All Our Treatments
307 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green, Herts

01923 771822
www.blissbeautysalon.com

WATFORD LANDSCAPES
Est. Locally for Over 30 Years
All Driveways, Patios & Garden Walls Undertaken
Whatever Size, Design or Layout of Driveway or Patio, we provide a professional service with
quality workmanship that lasts. We care about our work and the service given.
That’s why from the very start to when we finish, you will be satisfied with us.

So please call us on 01923 240947 or 07768 753752 to arrange a home visit.

Proudly working in Croxley for 30 Years

Beneficial and relaxing treatments to
energise and balance the whole body
Reflexology - Japanese Face Massage
Indian Head Massage - Hopi Ear Candles

Nature Notes
A Précis of Nature Notes – April to September 2012
Have residents been following the monthly Nature Notes that are on our CGRA website? Our resident countryman
(and Councillor) can often be seen walking his sheepdogs, Keira and Beth, round Croxley Green. He reminds us what
can be seen in and around Croxley each month and gives quirky reminders of Saint’s Days and old wives' tales. The
Nature Notes for each month from January 2012 can be seen in full on the website.
He has summarised April to September Nature Notes as follows:
pleasant land we were reminded that
April gave us wakening hedgehogs
Revels and the weather stayed fine
and an increase in what can be
(well almost!).
we stand a good chance of losing it
foraged with Black Mustard,
if we do not stand up and fight for
Borage, Reedmace and Fennel all
our Greenbelt against County and
coming in to season. We also had
District Councils who seem intent
cavorting Jays and a lone perching
on taking it away! The meadow
Heron in Dickinson Avenue. Calves
areas were looking superb but we
and lambs were in the fields and
Hertfordshire was mercifully short
were reminded that we do share part
of Schmallenberg Virus. April
of our environment with the UK’s
brought us the Eve of Beltane and
only poisonous snake (that is also
the beginning of Summer. But what
carefully protected). If you were
about those defiled maidens?
feeling thirsty in August you could
July gave us the Feast of St
well have benefitted from the recipe
Wilgefortis, the original bearded
for harvest shot. Did anyone try it?
lady invoked by women who wish
to get rid of suitors or husbands. It
September, the harbinger of
also, of course, gave us the Feast of
Autumn! The corn harvest is in and
St Mary Magdalen, the patron of
the “Neck” has been cut and
penitents and reformed prostitutes.
celebrated in true country style. As
What an interesting pair! The field
one harvest end so another begins
poppy was abundant but we were
and hops are being picked this
reminded that all parts, except the
month.
We are reminded that
seeds, are poisonous. July was the
filberts picked on the 14th are
May opens with May Day
month for cherry fairs in
renowned for magical properties.
celebrations but not very many in
Hertfordshire but not, alas, in our
Keeping to food we are also
Hertfordshire or any at all in
own Stone’s Orchard. We may not
reminded that elderberries make a
Croxley
Green!
Foraging
have done too well for cherries but
great filling for baked apples but the
opportunities increase with Elder,
was an owl heard in Dickinson
berries must be cooked through.
Fat hen and Hawthorn now
Square? And of course, to end the
Sheepdog trials are back and if you
available. Hawthorn: the May Tree
month, we are reminded to be very
have the opportunity to watch one
and one of our most mystical plants.
careful we do not follow the two
then please do and enjoy the
This was the month of ludicrous
lovers and die of the clap!
intelligence of these wonderful dogs.
Red Kite stories and the mystery of
Dudley Edmunds
August, the beginning of the harvest
where the Swifts and Swallows
reside locally. A wet May brings a
and of eating oysters. We are
good load of hay but a hot May
reminded to line our shoes with
makes for a fat churchyard!
silverweed to prevent immoderate
sweating and that the old style
June: the Summer Solstice was on
harvest rabbit shoot seems a thing of
the 20th and we enjoyed at least five
the past, at least round Croxley
Saint’s Days! The Orchard was in
Green. On the subject of our green
fine bloom and bats, foxes and
badgers were busy. Croxley Green
(or golden at this time of year)
Keira, Beth and Herdwick sheep
enjoyed another hugely successful
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