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THE FORGOTTEN HEROINES
The story of the Women's
Land Army 1939 - 1950
An illustrated presentation by
Ernest Burdis.

EDITORIAL
We are actively looking for potential
candidates for election to the Parish
Council.
The
Parish
Council
was
inaugurated
in 1986 and will have
completed 3 full terms in April. I have
had the pleasure, and it has been a
pleasure, of serving on the Council for
the whole of its 13 years. like many
people, I was not keen on having a
Parish
Council
when
it was first
proposed;
just
like the people
of
Rickmansworth and Bushey. However, it
has proved, after the first term, to be
cost effective and a scrutiny of your
Council tax demand will show that it
does not cost more to have this
answerable tier of Local Government.
More importantly, we have managed, by
putting up candidates,
to keep the
Council non-party political and I am sure
that this is a measure of its success.
Where do you come in? If you believe,
as I do, that it is important to keep local
government
free
of
party-political'
wrangling
and just
care
for
our
community then, contact me and see
what is involved in being a Parish
Councillor.
This edition includes articles of local
interest and some specialist articles. I
have had favourable
comments
on
articles on animal welfare and also on
our latest series, about birds. We can
keep this newsletter fresh if you let me
know what you think. The price of a
phone call or a second class letter is
surely not too much .
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One thing that does not excite me is
making appeals. However, with all the
hard work that Polly Burdis puts in and
the pleasure to be had from reading this
newsletter, I think that an appeal for
collectors to enable us to continue and
pay for our necessary expenses is not
unreasonable. It is not an onerous task
and the people of Croxley Green are
very pleasant to talk to when the
Resident is mentioned. Incidentally, I
sometimes
have to seek for new·
deliverers
and any offers can be
welcome.
One special new venture
would be to cover the new estate on the
Marconi site and make them feel part of
our community. They are within the
boundaries of the parish.
There is little apparent interest in the
Millennium and some of LIS feel that the
proposed date for celebration is a year
too early. Nonetheless, the country as a
whole will be celebrating at the end of
this year and throughout the year 2000.
There are two mentions in this edition one is for the actual new year 1999 2000 and the other is for the Revels
next year. The first will be in keeping
with our heritage - Croxley Green has
always celebrated any national event in
style as will be seen in Memories of
Croxley Green when it is published. We
are, therefore,
bound to make our
customary showing.
The Revels is very much part of our
heritage and will be in the forefront as
usual. The year 2000 is intended to be a
themed celebration and we know that
we can expect our local groups and
societies to respond - they always do
and usually exceed our wildest dreams.
It has been reported to be the best local
event of this type and this gives us a
double responsibility.
Firstly, it must
always be as good as the last one and,
secondly, it should aim to be better. Can
we do the impossible, We hope that we
will, with your help.

Saturday 24 June 2000
A Special Afternoon in
Celebration of the Millennium
Look out for further details.

The Churches in Croxley Green warmly invite you to share in our Sunday worship:
All Saints (C of E), The Green
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.40 am
Junior Church
9.45 am
Parish Eucharist
11.30 am
Family Service (3rd Sun in month)
6.00 pm
Evensong
Revd Luke Lee - 772109

The Baptist
9.15 am
11.00 am
6.30 pm

St Oswald's (C of E), Malvern Way
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Family Service (2nd Sunday in month)
Family Eucharist & children's groups (others)
Evening services as advertised
Revd Anne Lovegrove - 232387

Father Bert Haines - 231969

Or In Some Cases
The Parting Of Names!
In the Autumn issue of the Resident, I
wrote about the importance of suburban
gardens as feeding places for some of
our common birds. But have you ever
wondered how some of these birds got
their names? In some cases the names
are obvious; in others they seem
obvious but aren't really;.whilst yet other
names give us a glimpse into the rich
history of the English language.
Starting with a very familiar bird, present
in most gardens throughout the year,
consider the blackbird. This seems to
be a very basic, obvious, name. It's a
bird, and it's black; and so (to adapt a
well known TV advert) it does exactly
what it says on the tin. It might be
thought that the name had stood for
ever. But there are many other blackcoloured birds - crow, rook, raven for
example - and furthermore the female
blackbird is actually brown. So the
obvious name is not perhaps quite so
useful as it seems. In fact the oldest
English name for this bird is ouzel,
which remained in common use until
about 300 years ago when blackbird
gradually took over. And the word ouzel,
which can be traced back at least 3000
years, still lives on today in the closely
related
species
the
ring
ouzel.
(Unfortunately these splendid birds are
not likely to be found in local gardens,
but they pass through the area every
year on migration,
and can often be
seen on the downs near to Dunstable).
The names of many birds are derived
from their calls or songs - the cuckoo
being a very obvious example.

DURRANTS
The ideal setting for
wedding receptions, christenings
and other family occasions,
or business meeting
We now hold civil marriage licence
Enjoy the warm and friendly atmosphere
with arrangements tailored to
your requirements
Telephone (01923) 773014

The Methodist Church, New Road
10.30 am MorningWorship
with creche/SundaySchool
6.30 pm EveningService
Revd Sfephen Fulcher - 263248
BOOkings. John Rowe - 234920

Revd David Walker- 231403
Dave Sfeell - 241191

St Bede's (RC), Baldwins Lane
Saturday
6.00 pm Vigil Mass
Sunday
10.00 am Mass
6.00 pm Mass

THE NAMING OF PARTS

Church, Baldwins Lane
MorningWorship
Family Service
EveningWorship

This principle can also be seen in the
case of a common garden bird, the
chaffinch. Today, its monotonous call is
often represented by the sound 'pink,
pink', but many centuries ago this same
sound could have been spelt as 'finc' in
the old English language. And because
this particular species was often seen
around the farm buildings, searching for
grain amongst the chaff, it became
known as the chaff-finc, and hence we
have the chaffinch.
Much schoolboy humour is attached to
the members of the tit family; the great
tit, blue tit, etc. The very early name for
this group of birds was 'moss', to which
was later added the prefix 'tit' (a general
Middle English term for any small
creature) to give the word 'titmouse', still
widely used until quite recently. But from
about the middle of the lasl century the
'mouse' ending was gradually omitted,
presumably to avoid confusion with
domestic rodents, and so we are left
with 'tit', having parted completely from
the
original
name.
The
other
descriptors, blue, great, etc. were added
to distinguish between the different
species of 'titmice', and so we get our
modern blue tit and great tit.
The final name in this very short
selection is not a common garden bird,
and can only be seen at the coast, on
mudflats and estuaries. But the avocet
is well worth looking for. It is an elegant
and fascinating bird, adopted in 1955 as
the symbol of the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB). The name is
not of English origin - indeed the old
English names for this species clash
strangely with its elegant appearance
(crooked bill; clinker, and yelper being
just three of the vernacular names).

Sales

The modern spelling of avocet
is
probably derived from the French name
for this bird, and some writers have
suggested that it is based on the blackand-white formal costume of french
barristers, or 'avocats'. Whilst this is
unproven, it is a nice thought to bear in
mind when watching a flock of these
delightful long-legged waders, as they
probe in the mud with their delicate upturned bills.
The RSPB's reserve at Minsmere in
Suffolk is one of the best places to see
avocets, and is one of the regular
destinations for coach trips by the
Watford RSPB members' group. The
group also arranges walks on the
downs, to find ring ouzels, and sells bird
boxes, feeders, and nuts to help blue
tits and other garden birds survive the
winter.
For more information
about the
group's activities, or to learn more
about the conservation work of the
RSPB, please contact:John Britten, leader of the Watford
Group, on 019213 673205.
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Saturday 19 June 1999
Arrangements are well in hand for this
year's Revels. If you had a stall or float
last year then you will receive an entry
form in due course. If not, then contact:John Hedges - 01923222715.
If you require information on the arena
events please contact:Bob Gorman - 01923720504

Calor Gas

New Road, Croxley Green 01923 775277
Power Tool Bargains & Servicing

Hire

I
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Memories Of Croxley Green
UPDATE
It has been some time since I first
started this project - collecting photographs of the recent and not so recent
past of the village. Some 4 years ago
(was it that long!!) I started also
collecting your memories of how you
remembered days gone by spent living
and growing up in Croxley Green.
Photographs etc. have been copied and
logged along with memorabilia such as
programmes for. special events.
For the last 6 months or so photographs
have been printed that are intended for
the book and suitable captions for them,
cross-referenced
wherever
possible.
Certain unknown facts require a visit to
the local library and the Watford Library,
using their microfiche records to obtain
information, but not always possible to
find after hours of poring over what is
available, in most cases very little. It is
by no means an easy task. Some
documentation that already exists varies
in the recording of the details. Hopefully,
this stage will take less time and using
that well-known phrase and saying .....
Is there a light at the end of the tunnel!!!
However, at this point I would like to
thank everyone who has contributed in
one way or another and thank them for
their patience. By the time you receive
this Resident, I hope to be able to say a
good part of it has been laid out.
I have appealed before in the Resident,
and also the Watford Observer, for
photographs of the 2nd World War,
hoping for a photograph of a tank or two
passing through Croxley Green
Unfortunately I'm told that film and
processing would have been a low
priority with the limited amount of
available goods, and this I can fully
understand. BUT is there anyone who
has not been aware of this PLEA.

Maybe you have been clearing out your
attic or poring over old family photo
albums, and have vaguely come across
such photographs of this time.
Another part of the village history where
it has been difficult to find photographs
or memorabilia is the 1902 Coronation
of Edward the VII. For those of you who
may not remember this was postponed
due to the King having an operation for
appendicitis.
Were
there
any
programmes of events printed (apart
from a brief account in the Watford
Observer)?
I am also lacking photographs for the
schooldays section mainly for Little
Green School.
If you have since come across anything
that you would loan for copying either
for this project or for the village history
please
do
contact
me.
Family
photographs taken around the village
are all part of the history and Memories
of Croxley Green.
Thankyou ...
Margaret Pomfret - 720088.
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CROXLEY GREEN
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Would you be interested to learn about
how the security of your home is at risk?
Do you know how often someone in
your immediate area has a visit from an
uninvited visitor? Are you interested in
what to do when someone knocks at
your door to try and attempt to sell you
something?
Acting straight away could prevent a
return of this same visitor when you are
not there to receive them. Sometimes
they have the nerve to return when you
are!!!! These same visitors become
intruders to your home. Our Community
has a group of residents working with
the Neighbourhood WatCh.

With the support of our local Community
Officer PC Brian Hopkins they are alert
to the unwelcome and uninvited who
trespass across our boundaries. You
will never know whether' you are to be
the next one on the list to receive a visit.
However, you could belong to an
organisation that tries to make their
neighbours aware of what is happening,
being
alert,
passihg
on
useful
information that could assist in deterring
these intruders who invade our lives.
You, are therefore invited to any of our
forthcoming meetings to be be held in
the Parish Council Offices, Community
Way at 7pm on Tuesday 18th May,
Monday
5th July, Tuesday
14th
September and Monday 1st November.
We also hold Property Marking days, in
conjunction with the Police, when a
caravan and a small band of VOluntary
local Neighbourhood
Watchers
give
their time to assist in marking your
property with your postcode etc.. It can
be either etched or photographed or, in
the case of cycles, be stamped with
your postcode. This is all available FREE OF CHARGE. Croxley Green
holds the highest number of cycles
coded in the Watford and Three Rivers
District. The next event will be held at
the Shops at the top of Baldwins Lane
on Saturday 5th June (1Oam - 3pm).
JOB WELL DONE.
Do you
have
reservations
about
employing someone to undertake those
jobs on your property that need
attention? There is now a book available
in the Library that lists the names of
tradesmen who have completed work
and have been found to be reliable and
given job satisfaction to local residents.
It is called "JOB WELL DONE". If you
are interested in joining us or would like
any information about the Croxley Green
Neighbourhood Watch please call me:Derek Thompson - 01923 778979.
239a New Road.(Area Co-ordinator).

§~§~
146, New Road
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth
Herts. WD3 3ER

YORK HOUSE

a tradition of excellence
Founded in 1910 and now centred around a
Georgian country house in 47 acres, York House,
an independent day preparatory school for boys
aged from 21/lto 13+, with excellent modern
facilities, small class sizes, and a dedicated,
caring staff, will ensure your child's academic,
personal and sporting development.
To appreciate fully the scale of values and educational
benefits offered by one of Hertfordshire's
most
successful independent schools, contact
Patrick Moore, Headmaster, on (01923) 772395
or fax (01923)779231, to arrange a personal tour of
the school and its facilities including Pre-Prep,
Kindergarten (which also welcomes girls), a superb
indoor swimming pool and multi-purpose hall.

York House School
Redheath, Sarratt Road, Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 4LW
ISlC accredited and member of lAPS
Charity Trust 678091

*

Flowers and Plants for all occasions

* . Weddings and Funeral Tributes
* Silk and Dried Flowers
* Message Balloons

*

*

*
*

and Balloon Decoration
Selection of Soft Toys
Floral foam, wires, sundries etc.
for flower arrangers
Teleflorist Service for National and
Worldwide Deliveries
Quote your credit card details
for simple telephone ordering

Croxley Green's Professional
Florist for Quality and Individuality

01923777597

FULLER
FULLER
Sundays

WAY CHURCH

w AY,

CROXLEY GREEN

9.45 am - Communion

11.30 am - Sunday Way
6.30 pm - Good News Service
Wed.
Thur.

9.45 am - Toddlers Club
8.00 pm - Bible Study & Prayer

1st Sat. in month 10-12 am - Coffee Morning

A Warm Welcome Awaits You.
(For more information phone 773451)

MAKE AWILL

Landscaping
Tree Work
Garden Maintenance

Professional carpet, curtains
and upholstery cleaners.
FREE Quotation
NO Obligation
Rickmansworth 01923 774526
Mobile 0831272065

Reliable, qualified &. fully insured

GREEIVMAIV
GARDEIV SERVICES
Tel. 01923 801694

DVE R 1000

INSTALLATIONS IN CROXLEY GREEN
& RICKMANSWORTH

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
IN THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME
DAYTIME OR EVENING
MIRROR WILLS FOR COUPLES
£45 PER PERSON
SINGLE WILLS £70
CALL

LEGAL SYSTEMS
THREE COUNTIES
Tel 01923 442182
Day or Evening.

GROSVENOR
ESTATES

170 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
RICKMANSWORTH, HERTS.WD3 3HD
TEL:01923-711651 FAX: 01923-711656

Your Local Estate Agents
Also Incorporating
Homelease Property Services
Management
and
Letting Agents

~INSURANCE
GUARANTEE
ASSOCIATION

...,~

~
"
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MEMBER GLASS
AND GLAZING
FEDERATION

D·O·O·R·S
Just Windows and Doors Ltd
WINDOWS

• DOORS • CONSERVATORIES

ICKENHAM SHOWROOM
8 LONG LANE
ICKENHAM
01895633241
ASK ABOUT

RICKMANSWORTH
SHOWROOM
MILL END
01923 777323

OUR UNIQUE

PRICE - PROMISE

FREEPHONE 0800 132510

S & S Guttering
Gutter Specialist
and General House Repairs
Complete GUTTER and FASCIA service
HOUSE REPAIRS incl. roof repairs, brickwork, fencing, plumbing, drives, patios
etc, doors and frames fitted, internal /
external painting and decorating
FREE ESTIMATES • NO JOB TOO SMALL
35 Bateman Road, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, HertsWD3 3BL
Tel: 01923 770752 / 720693

KALEIDOSCOPE
Childrens Jazz
and
Disco Dance Classes
At
New Road Methodist Church Hall
For details Telephone
Caroline (07923) 252767

CROXLEY ALARM SYSTEMS

*

*

ALARMS
LOCKS
CCTV
DOOR ENTRY SYSTEMS
FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS FOR ALL YOUR SECURITY REQUIREMENH
DOMESTIC OR COMMERCIAL

YOUR LOCAL NACOSS APPROVED INSTALLER

Pop-in and have a chat about
your housing requirements
e\...•.
TH'"

l J:::i\"0'b THE BLYTHWOOD
~~o~

VETERINARY

GROUP

~"/~~R'(6q.

204a NEW ROAD CROXLEY GREEN HERTS WD3 3HH
Phone 01923 771920 - Fax 01923 772901 - Mobile 0468 274750
YOUR LOCAL HARDWARE

STORE

]OHNSTONE HARDWARE LTD.
MANY PEOPLE ARE SURPRISED AT THE VARIETY OF STOCK WE CARRY!

500 UX8RIDGE ROAD, PINNER.
MIDDLESEX HAS 4SL

TEL 0181 421 0510

WATERLANE HOUSE. SANDY LANE.
NORTHWOOD. MIDDX HA6 3HA

TEL: 01923 820059

136 WATFORD ROAD,
~ROXLEY GREEN. HERTS WD3 382

TEL: 01923 711414

2 HIGH STREET. BUSHEY.
HERTS WD2 3DN

TEL: 0181 9502002

BY APPOINTMENT SUNDAY MORNING
24 HR COVER SURGERY AT BUSHEY

Pet Supplies: Electrical Goods: Tools: Paint: Gifts: Ironmongery :
Wallpaper: Homeware Goods: Coal: House Signs: Paraffin: Garden Supplies:
Shoe Repairs: Knife Sharpening: Dry Cleaning
SPECIAL ORDERS - OUR SPECIALITY!
CALL IN SOMETIME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF - YOU'LL FIND US AT
43 BALDWINS LANE, CROXLEY GREEN, HERTS. WD3 3LS
TEL/FAX: 01923 246907 E MAIL: HaM STYLE@aol.com
ALL MAJOR CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TRAFALGAR SQUARE
ON THE GREEN
Where will YOU be on
New Year's Eve 1999?
Not sure yet?
There is a proposal that Croxley Green
should
stage
its own
Millennium
Celebrations on the Green on this New
Years Eve. Don't go to Trafalgar Square
- Trafalgar Square will come to the
Green. The suggestion is that torch-lit or
candlelit processions should come from
all corners of the village to meet
together on the Green at about 11.30
pm on the eve of the Millennium so that
as many as possible of Croxley Green
residents can see the Millennium in
together.
Proposals are being put
forward for a firework display and a
mock up version of BIG BEN that can
relay the chimes at Midnight. Having
seen the New Year in together as a
Community everyone would then be
able to disperse back to their own
private celebration parties or just return
home.
•
•

•

Do you think this is a good idea?
Would you and your Friends,
neighbours and family go along to
such an event on the Green on
New Years Eve?
Would you be willing to help
organise such an event?

A small group of local residents are
trying to organise an event to Celebrate
the
Millennium
and this
is one
suggestion BUT they cannot do it
without more help from YOU!!! If you
think it's important for the residents of
Croxley Green to hold and remember an
event on this special occasion. Please
return the following reply form to the box
in the Library - Thank you.

The Community Centre plays host to
many varied activities for all ages,
including a morning play group, keep fit
classes/slimming
club, folk dancing,
musical minis (for pre school children)
and the Evergreen Club (for the over
50's). Please again contact Marion for
details of these activities and the days
on which they operate.
Forthcoming entertainment includes a
quiz night on March 20th and a Beach
Party disco on Easter Saturday, 3rd
April. To come later in the year is a barn
dance, a race night, and a three piece
dance band for our more mature
members and of course, disco's.
Last year our fireworks night was held
on Saturday 7th November and I would
like to extend my personal and grateful
thanks to The Parish Council, The Red
House public house, Rusts Supermarket
and Tania Dean, of "Balloons Galore"
clo The Craftsman in New Road, for
their contributions to our fireworks fund
and all the local shops who donated
raffle prizes, which helped to raise
money for this event.
For the Millennium a local band "Pink
Cadillac" have been booked to entertain
you. Tickets will be going on sale soon,
so please watch the notice boards in the
Club. Ticket prices are £20 members
and £30 guests, and as usual under
18's will be admitted free of charge.
If you have an occasion to celebrate
then our hall is available for hire at very
reasonable rates. However, 1999 dates
are filling up fast. Details of vacant
dates and hire rates are available from
Marion.
Cheryl Frost - Chairman.
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EARLY DAYS AT THE MILL

CROXLEY GREEN
COMMUNITY CENTRE

In the Autumn 1998 issue of the
Resident, an article of mine was
published about John Dickinson. A short
while ago, I received a telephone call
from Mr J Sadler which led to a most
interesting conversation. I asked him if
he could write to me, to which he
agreed. A few days later I received a
letter enclosing two menus for the
Papermakers
Annual
Dinner dated
March 8th 1924 and February 1st 1930.
He wrote that members of staff did the
singing
and
reciting.
The
1924
programme includes the names Mr
Beeson, Mr H Barnes and Mr H Toms.
He went on to say that in writing to me a
host of memories had been evoked happy days - miserable ones - hard
work and sweat - the rattle of clogs - the
hiss of steam - the roar of the machines
- above all the comradeship of the Mill.

Now is an excellent time to apply for
membership
of
Croxley
Green
Community Centre as you will get
almost a full year's membership (our
rates are still very attractive. and
application forms are available from the
Club in Community Way, Barton Way
from Marion, our secretary in the
mornings, or from bar staff whilst open.

I telephoned and asked if I could call on
him as my interest was aroused and I
had so many questions. A few days
later, just after 9.00 am, I called on him
and he presented me with some nine
foolscap sheets with more memories. i
was aware that he had an invalid wife to
whom he had to devote much of his

Please tick the following:
LJ Yes, I think a Millennium Celebration
on the Green is a good idea and will
come along.
[J No I am not interested in such an
event.
[J I would be willing to help organise the
event.
Name

.

Address

.

............................

TeI.No

.

For more details you can ring:Chris Hillier Tel: 01923779580

**~***

time and I expressed my profuse thanks
for the time he had spent writing out
these memories.
It is not possible to include all these
memories in a short article but here is a
taster:In 1928, some six months before my
14th Birthday, Mr Fowler (my Sunday
School Teacher) had put my name
down for employment at the Paper Mill.
It was some two years before the call
came and f was reluctant to give up my
open air job on the Chicken Farm which
was near to the Windmill, Croxley
Green. This farm was run by Neggie
Wilson's
brother.
(This
is
new
information so if anyone can shed
further light, please contact me).
However, I started in the Cutting House,
carrying waste paper in large dustbintype wicker baskets., for the Super
Ca/enders upstairs.
to the Pulpers'
Cleaning Machines, Another duty was to
make tea for the operators.
Rate of pay was three and a half pence
per hour (approx. one and a half new
pence) rising very Birthday, until the age
of 21, by one penny per hour. Due to a
government
edict a wage cut was
imposed over the country and juniors
lost one penny an hour, seniors two
pennies per hour.
I will continue Mr Sadler's memories at a
later date. If anyone else has memories
to share I will be pleased to hear from
them.
THE MURAL PAINTING
All Saints' Church
Many of you will have seen, in the local
press, details of the eight foot mural
which has been placed in the recess
behind the Lady Chapel altar to hang
permanently.
This work was carried out by a local
artist, Mr Max Greenwell, a member of
the congregation. He painted, practically
every day, for two and a half hours
(sometimes more) from March to the
end of August. Altogether, it took nearly
18 months.
Last November, at our Sunday morning
service, it was unveiled and impressed
the congregation greatly. The central
theme is the Virgin Mary cradling the
Baby Jesus surrounded by white light.
On either side are the wise men and the
shepherds.
Also
included
are
representations of the Annunciation and
the
Baptism
of
Jesus.
Close
examination reveals scenes on the
Green and our own All Saints' Church.
As one enters the Church, suddenly one
is aware of this painting as it lights up
the Lady Chapel. We hope that, some
day, you will come to see this work of
great skill by Max Greenwell, in my view
an addition to our history for which we
shall be always grateful.
Norman Spring - 01923776933
Archivist - All Saints' Church .

liBRARY

COLUMN

I thought I'd use most of my column this
time to tell you about some of the books
I've enjoyed reading during the last year.
All the titles are in stock either in
hardb~ck or soft-cover format. In some
Cases we've been fortunate enough to
receive a donated copy of a hardback
fiction title.
First the fiction (it's not
preference by the way):-

in order

she would stick to this series as, for me,
Nest, which didn't feature
Scarpetta was a real disappointment.

Hornets

of

Sarbara
Vine
I
The
Chimney
Sweeper's Boy. As many of you will
know this is Ruth Rendell writing under
another name. I found this her best yet.
Joanna
Trollope
I Other People's
Chil(jr~n. When Josie marries Matthew
she ~Iso takes on his three resentful
chHQre.nand the bitter feelings of his exwife. The pitfalls (many) and pleasures
(occasional) of her role as a wife and
stepmother
are described
with
all
Joanna
Trollope's
usual flair. This
marked a return to form after a couple of
(for me) rather disappointing novels.
Robert Goddard / Caught in the Light.
I've
only
recently
discovered
the
pleasure of reading Goddard's novels
with their unexpected twists and turns.
I've now got the enjoyment of reading all
his earlier stories to look forward to.
Lindsay Davis / Two for the Lions.
The latest in the Falco series, detailing
the exploits of the private eye and set in
Ancient
Rome. As entertaining
and
informative as the earlier books in the
series, this was my holiday reading
during the summer.
Maeve Binchy I Tara Road. A new
Maeve Binchy novel is always eagerly
awaited and this one is up to her usual
standard. Ria Lynch lives in Tara Road
in Dublin. Marilyn Vine has her home in
New England, USA. A chance phone
call leads them to the decision to
exchange houses for the summer. Now
read on
.
Minette Waiters I The Breaker. Within
hours of the discovery of the body of a
young woman washed up on a deserted
beach her 3 year old daughter is found
wandering alone some 20 miles away. I
was disappointed by Minette Waiters'
last 2 novels but really enjoyed this one.
Ruth Rendell I A Sight for Sore Eyes.
Teddy Brex and Francine Hill both have
disturbing pasts which they attempt to
overcome together - with disastrous
results.
Michael
Dibdin
I A Long Finish.
Expensive
Italian wine, truffles and
intrigue in this latest offering from Dibdin
featuring Aurefio Zen. The Zen novels
have not as yet reached the wide
audience they deserve but I hope that
will change this year.
Patricia Cornwell
I Point of Origin.
The latest in the series featuring Kay
Scarpetta and well up to form. I wish

P D James I A Certain Justice. Who
hated Venetia Aldridge enough to kill
her? Another classic from P D James
featuring Adam Dalgleish. As you've
probably
guessed
by now I enjoy
reading crime novels! However, I also
read and have enjoyed some non-fiction
books including :Bill Bryson
I Notes from a Big
Country. This is a collection of articles
which first appeared in the Mail on
Sunday Magazine, describing Bryson's
reactions to the USA on his return after
almost 20 years living in England. I
loved it and almost drove my husband
mad by reading out all the humorous
stories while he was trying to read the
Dibdin novel!
Frances Mayes I Under the Tuscan
Sun. The story of an American couple's
attempts to buy and renovate an old
house in Tuscany. Very atmospheric
and just the sort of book to cheer up a
dismal winter day in England.
Frank
McCourt
f Angela's Ashes.
Although this book has been around for
a few years I only got around to reading
it last spring and would recommend it.
It's the story of Frank McCourt's
childhood and teens in a poor area of
Dublin and, although it's harrowing at
times, it is but also full of hope and
humour.
If you particularly enjoy anything that you
have read, why not tell us when you
return it? It's useful for us to be able to
recommend books to other readers.
At the end of April we're hoping to join in
with the BBC's Web Wise campaign.
The BBC will be supplying libraries,
schools and colleges with an interactive
CD-ROM
which
explains
what
the
Internet is and how to use it. Although
this library is not linked up to the Internet
at present, we hope to have access
later in the year.
Finally, you may have noticed that the
library is now opening
later every
Monday morning - at 10.30 am instead
of 9.30 am. This is to allow us to carry
out staff
training
sessions
which,
hopefully, will result in an even better
service for all our borrowers.
Sue Durham - Librarian.

*****

IS MYCAT/DOG
DRINKING A LOT??
Should I be concerned?
Drinking a lot or "polydipsia" is one of
the most common reasons that owners
present their pets at the veterinary
clinic. It can be sudden presentation or it
may have come on slowly. Polydipsia is
a clinical sign and not a disease in its
own right and therefore it should be
thoroughly investigated to try and find

out the underlying cause. But first of all,
with a bit of common sense you may
find out that it is due to something as
simple as a dietary change to a dry
food. It may be due to the warm
summer weather. You should also look
at such factors as the dog's activity
level, length and type of coat as well as
the environmental temperature. Just like
us, a hot day or exercise will make your
pet drink a lot more water. The other
possible reason is that the dog is on
some medication. For example when
steroids or diuretics are prescribed your
pet will drink more water. If you are
suspicious that this may be the case,
but you want to be sure you should ring
the veterinary surgery and talk to the vet
or the nurse. If none of the above
causes appear to be the problem then it
would pay to measure the amount of
water that you are giving your pet each
day. Most cats and dogs require 60 ml
of water for each kilogram that they
weigh. So a 20 kg dog requires 1.2 litres
of water
a day. This should
be
measured over a number of days so
that we get a good average rather than
a one off high or low reading. It is
important to realise that most dogs and
cats will not drink this amount of water
as they will be getting water from the
food that they eat. For example if your
cat is eating a moist food it is important
to understand that a lot of canned foods
have an 80% water content. So, once
again, allowances have to be made. If
your dog or cat is exceeding this amount
of water then your pet needs to be seen
by the veterinary surgeon. The vet will
be very happy to hear exactly how much
your pet is actually drinking. It would be
useful to bring in a fresh urine sample
so that the vet can carry out some
simple in-house tests that may give himl
her clues as to the cause of the
problem. Other helpful hints can be
gained by knowing how much the pet is
eating, any changes in weight recently
and how often the cat or dog is
urinating. At the end of the day, a lot of
the times the vet will need to do further
tests to get to the bottom of the
problem. Common causes for polydipsia
are kidney and liver disease, diabetes
and an overactive thyroid gland in the
cat. There are of course many other
causes, but of course the sooner we try
to get to the bottom of the problem, the
sooner we will be able to manageltreat
the underlying cause. Most veterinary
surgeries have the necessary containers
to collect a clean urine sample. Finally,
remember that drinking more water is
not always a normal thing for your cat or
dog to be doing.
Robert Bird - Veterinary Surgeon.

Put this date in your
Diary now.
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Glass Merchants & Glaziers
Glazing Contractors
U.P.V.C.Windows & Doors
Glass Polishers & Bevellers
Leadlight Makers & Repairs
Mirrors & Picture Framing
202 Watford Road, Croxley Green.
Herts WD3 3DD
Tel/Fax: 01923226567 D.Maclean

Trading in Croxley since 1967

W.H. HUMPHREYS & SONS
For removal and warehousing.
Large pantechnicons.
Expert packers. New container
warehouses.
UK Continental
and overseas
removal services at keen rates

IMMEDIATE FREE ESTIMATES
ASK FOR OUR PACKAGE DEALS
Cartons

and all materials available
owner packed moves.

for

I Sydney Road Tel: Watford 226206/7
Established over 50 years

~
DRYCLEANERS
142 Watford

Road,

Croxlev

Green

Tel: 01923 710812
On Site Cleaning
Same Day Cleaning
Duvet Service
Tailoring Alterations
Key Cutting Service
Contract Cleaning

Unbeatable
Service
Competitive Prices
Leather Care
Shot.' Repairs
Curtain Cleaning
Undertaken
- Easy Parking

Open Barn to 6pm Mon-Fri - 9arn to 3prn Sat

Ale BOOKWISE
Computerised Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
James Peddle Ltd is still independently owned and managed.
They pride themselves on giving a caring and understanding 24 hour personal service.

Do VAT + PAYE= Headache?
Then Contact Paul Maguire

HOME ARRANGEMENTS
BY APPOINTMENT
GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAYMENT
PLANS
PROBATE ADVISORY
SERVICE

PhonelFax: 01923-242529
Mobile Phone: 0973-827506
Email: acbookwise@btintemet.com
160 Links Way, Croxley Green, WD3 3RN

10 MONEYHILL

PARADE,

UXBRIDGE ROAD, RICKMANSWORTH
WD3 2BE
Tel: (01923) 772013
also at
172 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN, RICKMANSWORTH
WD3 3HD
Tel: (01923) 775013

T. BONE & SON

T. BONE & SON

Watfords Leading Fruiterers For The Last 100 Years
For all thats best
in fruit, vegetables, salads and flowers
53 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green
01923 222478
Now also at Chipperfield Garden Scene
(formerly Simmonds Nursery) 268994

Croxley Green
Veterinary Surgery
Robert Bird,
B.V.Sc., M.A.C.V.S., M.R.C.V.S.

1 Barton Way
Croxley Green
Herts WD3 3PA

NOW SELLING
TRADlnONAl
GIBSON'S SAUSAGES

Now offer a professional
Floristry Service
For all your Weddings, Funeral and
Gift Requirements
Ring 01923 222478 with your
credit card details or call in to see us

PREMIER BUTCHERS
41 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green

Scotch Beef. EnglishLamb
NZ Lamb. EnglishPork
Prime Gammon
Home Cooked Meats
........................
FreezerOrdersWelcomed
FreeDelivery,Local Area
PHONEWAT231821

PREMIER
- FISH
Cod Fillets
Plaice Fillets,Smoked Cod
Smoked Haddock, SkateWings
Salmon Steaks,Trout& Herrings
Smoked Salmon, Peeled Prawns
Coley etc., Kippers
Direct from BilIingsgate Fish Market

Consultations by Appointment

FLORIDA! ! !

Telephone: (01923) 710382
Surgery &
24 Hour Emergency Service.

For the best Holiday
Accommodation in the
ORLANDO AREA

Surgery Hours:Weekdays
9.00 - 10.30 am
4.00 - 6.30 pm
Saturday
9.30 - 1.00 pm

3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom,
Air-conditioned, detached
bungalow with own
screened pooL
Property

of Croxley

FOR BROCHURE:

Resident

01923 228714

E.D. WITHEY

A.M.R.S.H.

CARPENTER s, DECORATOR

36 Rugby Way, Croxley Green, Rickmansworlh,
Herls WD3 3PH
Telephone, Rickmansworlh (01923) 772553 .

B. C. LEWIS
Painting & Decorating

Maintenance Work
NO JOB TOO SMALL
TELEPHONE

WATFORD

(01923) 234372

••

~

••
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FREE CONSULTATION
& WRITTEN SURVEY
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
PREMISES
Alarms, Lighting, Doors & Windows
Locks, CCT\/, Access Control, Etc

INTRUDER

ALARM SYSTEMS

WE HAVE OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN THE ALARM TRADE
CCTV
VCR's & CONTROL EQUIPMENT
BY MITSUBISHI, SANYO,
PANASONIC, UNIPLEX, BAXALL,
ROBOT ETC

SSAIB

CCD CAMERAS &
MONITORS BY SANYO,
COMPUTAR JVC, BURLE
PANASONIC, ETC

SECURITY'
SYSTEMS
•• ALAMMS
INSPECTION
BOARD

APPROVED INSTALLER

•• n •• I 110 ••••
IlC&STUJ.D
'IIM

Ul1ichael Gf'rank~ Gphilatelics
Evening and
Special Occasion Wear To Hire
For Ladies Size 18 +

The Stamp Studio
G.B. & Commonwealth Specialists
Postal History * F.D.Cs * P.H.Q. Cards
Postcards * Catalogues * Thematics
Albums & Supplements Etc
& SO MUCH MORE
200 Watford Road, Croxley Green, Herts
Tel: 01923-237710

Diane Richardson

Tel: 01923 334620
116 Valley Walk, Croxley Green, Herts. WD33TG

We are Hair ...
for you

WHERE DO YOU GET GOOD, RELIABLE
GAS SERVleE'

_

LADIES AND GENTS HAIRDRESSING
Keith Paddick

\:~31··/1

ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRCARE INCLUDING
CREATIVE CUnlNG, PERMING, COLOURING
HIGHLIGHTS & LOW LIGHTS ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES. EAR PIERCING ALSO AVAILABLE

C.O.R.G.I. Registered Gas Installer
That's Where! !

01923711478
299 Baldwins

NEED TO REPLACE THAT OLD BOILER0
or
UPDA TE YOUR SYSTEM0

Lane, Croxley Green

If you require expert advice and a competitive
quotation on ...
• New Gas Condensing Boilers.
• New & Replacement Heating Systems
• Boiler Replacements & Control Updates
• Gas Appliance Installation & Servicing
• Gas Appliance Spares supplied & Fitted

PHONE: 01923 720151 or
MOBILE: 0378744198

PLEASE ENQUIRE ABOUT OPEN DAYS IN FEBRUARY AND OCTOBER

An lAPS Preparatory

88 The Drive, Rickmansworth
Please telephone 01923 77210]
School
Girls 3-11, Boys 3-7
Registered Charity No .11107')

Printed by Metro Printing, Unit 7 Mowat Industrial Estate, Sandown Road, Watford, Herts WD2 4UY

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS - MAY 1999
The Parish Council completes its four year term in April and the whole Council is up for election in
early May. Of the eight Residents' Association sponsored candidates only four will be seeking reelection. All four hold office currently and would be pleased to receive your support at the polls. We
have been fortunate to find two more potential candidates - so there are currently six persons who
have been adopted as candidates by this association. In order to ensure that the Parish Council
remains non-party political we really require at least two others to join us. If you feel the call please
contact the Editor immediately. Don't delay - do it now.
For your information, the candidates have set out their stalls below. Currently they will be shared
between the three wards. There will be five councillors for the South ward, five for the North ward and
six for Croxley Green ward.
Tim Davis - South Ward
I am a married man with two sons who
attend Yorke Mead School. My wife,
Caroline, is head of kitchen at Harvey
Road School. Many people know me
through my former job at Ward's
Nursery but I am now employed as a
sales executive for a large wholesale
nursery.
I was eo-opted onto the Parish Council
two years ago and have become
actively involved with the Environment
and Amenity
Committee,
currently
serving as Vice-chairman. I am heavily
involved in local initiatives including:Anti
dog-fouling
campaigns,
tree
planting in Stone's Orchard. Croxley
Green Craft Fair and currently in the
possible re-development of the Garden
in Dickinson's Square.
I believe that community government
should not be a forum for party politics
but an environment for achievement by
concerned local people.

John Hedges - North Ward
I was elected to the Parish Council on
its inauguration in 1986 and have now
served three terms totalling 13 years.
Though keenly interested in politics,
particularly local politics, I have never
been a party animal and have always
expressed my strong desire to keep
party politics out of local government.
I believe that my efforts, and those of
others, have maintained this situation in
our Parish Council and I have seen this
Council develop from a talking shop to
an active agency within our community.
I has been my honour to serve for four
years as Vice-chairman and, for the
past seven years as Chairman of a body
of which I feel I can be proud. During
that time I have seen the basic
community charge to our residents
reduce in comparison to others and
certainly become lower than that levied
in the un-parished areas. All this has
been managed whilst increasing the
level of service to our local community.
I have the honour to be the Editor of this
newsletter and have become heavily
involved in the community through the

III

annual Revels. I have recently qualified
as a local preacher with the Methodist
Church and am heavily involved with
Methodism both locally and nationally. I
still find time to indulge my great love in
choral singing which I find a relaxing
pastime.
I must have the most understanding
wife in Croxley Green, I am rarely at
home
during the evening. I am the
proud father of three children and
grandfather to one teenage girl. and still
manage to work from home as an
architect on three days each week.
Though nearing the age for official
retirement, I am not ready to sit back in
my easy chair but feel that I have many
things still to offer to this community.

Jackie Hughes - Green Ward
I moved to Croxley Green in February
1996 when I became joint Licensee
(with Mary Emerson) of the Sportsman
Public House on Scots Hill. In 1998, I
became Vice-chairman of the local
Licensed
Victuallers'
Protection
Association. Prior to this I lived in
Carpenders Park for 26 years, becoming
involved (through Morris Dancing) with
the Pump House Theatre
and Arts
Trust in the early 80s, eventually
becoming the Financial Controller, Bar
Manager
and
organiser
of
the
maintenance team, all on a VOluntary
basis.
The maintenance team came to the
Centre from an organisation which
placed people who had been on the
long term unemployment register and
wished to work for local charities. The
Pump House is a registered charity
where all workers are volunteers.
In my teens and twenties, I was heavily
involved as a group leader in children's
and youth movements, in Watford and
the surrounding area. This involved
weekly meetings, taking groups on
hikes, camping and educational trips.
Running a local pub puts me in the ideal
situation to be aware of the general
consensus of local opinion and I see
joining the local Parish Council as an
ideal way to continue contributing to
local society.

Jackie Marshal! - South Ward
I
have
extensive
experience
of
administration, customer service and
work in the caring services - currently as
Court Manger at Chalmers Court.
After undergoing nursing training, I
started
working
in
the
licensed
victualling
trade
culminating
in
becoming resident stewardess of a golf
club. I was responsible for running the
bar and providing catering for all social
functions, requiring administrative skills,
a knowledge of book-keepinq and
achieving customer satisfaction. Golfers
are not the easiest customers to satisfy
and demand a high standard of service.
I then turned my talents to the caring
services, using my nursing skills in an
old people's home for pre-terminal
caring for a number of years. I then
moved to sheltered housing as a
warden initially sharing with another as
the court was large, 58 flats, but taking
full responsibility when the other warden
resigned, a very onerous task. Later,
under
reorganisation
with
greater
administrative responsibility, the title
was changed to court manager and
involved more supervision of labour and
authorisation of spending within a predetermined budget.
The average age of tenants on the court
is 82 years, which entails the provision
of care packages for certain elderly frail
tenants. I make certain, in co-operation
with social services, the NHS and all
caring agencies, that this caring effort is
to the highest standard.
I am a member of many local
committees such as the Elderly Forum
and
the
SW
Herts
Consultative
Committee for NHS Reform, bringing
me in contact with local people at the
highest level in the provision of care for
the elderly.
Three yeas ago Age Concern provided a
Day Care Centre on the court, which
was due almost entirely to my efforts in
convincing
the
landlord
of
the
advantages of this service being so
readily available to the tenants. I trust
that I am a well known and respected
care person in the local area.

Brian R Norman.
I am a married man with two adult
children and have lived in Croxley Green
for 27 years. With my wife, I have been
active in local organisations, currently
with
the West
Herts Beekeepers
Association,
Friends of the Green,
Neighbourhood
Watch,
Barton way
Allotment Association, All Saints PCC
and the Residents' Association.
I have served the last term of four years
on the Parish Council, as a Residents'
Association nominee, the last two in the
role of Vice-Chairman. I am currently a
governor of Malvern Way School and
serve on the finance committee.
I try to take an active involvement in
maintaining a status quo in Croxley
Green's environment by encouraging
other residents to help to upkeep our
environmental inheritance against the
ever-invading
pressures
of
development. I also feel that it is
important to encourage residents to
become involved in community life and
the behind the scenes activities. This is
one of the concepts behind the village
Craft Fair, with which concept I am
proud to be associated.

Margaret Pomfret
I joined the Parish Council eight years
ago serving on the Environment &
Amenity
Committee.
I have been
elected the Chairman for the past 7
years. This Committee has raised and
highlighted many issues concerning the
Parish for its residents both young and
old. I personally have instigated and/or
led many projects that include:• The re-signing of the Parish Footpaths
which involved a complete survey of
the whole Parish.
• Two walks leaflets, Around the Green
and Common Moor.
• The restoration of Stones Cherry
Orchard involving up to 150 school
children/adults each
year
planting
new fruit trees.

• The Children's play areas and new
equipment for the 5-8 year olds was
initiated by myself and this committee
approached
Three Rivers District
Council. This has been extended and
the Committee
has recently had
proposals agreed by its Council to cooperate with Three Rivers District
Council on a joint project to provide
the older youth of the parish with a
Skateboard Park.
• Putting
together
the
Council's
Exhibitions including events such as
Environmental Day at Watersmeet
and the Revels in June.
• The Parish Map and as a result I have
been approached
by dozens
of
parishes throughout the country for
help in starting
others.
\ also
represented the Council at the Parish
Maps Exhibition at the Barbican in
1996.
• The on- going restoration of one of
the remaining Ponds in Croxley Green.
• I have encouraged the Committee to
involve
the
Community
in
Environmental Competitions, including
Clean-up campaigns for Litter and Dog
faeces, Photographic, Gardens and
more recently an art competition that
led the committee to arranging the
recent Craft Fair on The Green last
September.
• I have tended the Horse-Trough on
the corner of All Saints Church for the
Council for the past eight years
changing the flower display in summer
and winter each year.
• Memories of Croxley Green. For a
number of years I have been collecting
photographs and memorabilia to be
included in a book to be published
soon.
I have represented the Committee and
the Council on a number of outside
committees
including
the
Joint
Committees of Parish Councils (6 years)
Three Rivers Environmental Forum (6
years) and as a School Governor for
almost 3 years. My hobbies include
swimming,
photography,
cycling,
walking and I enjoy giving talks and slide
presentations to local groups.

WANTED
Hardy Annuals & Perennials
Not plants - but hardy perennial
collectors
to
help
collect
annual
subscriptions for the CGRA. Last year
we had a poor year due to several
factors - crisis in membership of the
committee which led to a late start resignation of several collectors - and
illness on the part of our remaining
stalwarts - not to mention the awful
summer weather.
Collecting involves calling from about 25
houses or more (in multiples of 25)
according to your choice. This can be
spread over light evenings or weekends
and can take between 2 and 6 hours per
year. The annual subscription is 50p per
household (25p for retired) and as a
small reward collectors may subtract
20% from the total. We are also
delighted to accept Life Members at
£5.00 per household but no commission
is given on these.
Collecting subscriptions is a pleasant
task in the Summer, meeting the friendly
people of Croxley Green who all say
how much they enjoy reading the
Resident. Some of the roads which
have not been collected for a long time
are Durrants Drive, most of Baldwins
Lane, Watford Road, Links Way &
Frankland Road. Any offers?
We would like to express our thanks to
the collectors who have gone out, year
after year, bringing in the income which
helps to pay for the Resident and other
on going expenses. We are very grateful
to them, long may they continue.
Subscribers, if you don't want someone
knocking at your door, involving you in
pleasant conversation, there is a very
simple answer - buy a time-saving Life
Membership
for
just
£5.00
per
household! A coupon is printed below to
help you do this.
Polly Burdis - Subscription Secretary
This gives me an opportunity to thank
Polly for her un tiring efforts - without her
we would be penniless.

C G RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION
CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
On behalf of my household

I

.

of

, Croxley Green

Apply for life membership

of the association and enclose remittance of

£5.00. Signed

.

Cheques payable to the Association. Return to:Polly Burdis 17, New Road, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth WD3 3E)

I would be prepared to help in collecting
subscriptions - please contact me.
Name:-

.

.

Address:Tele No:-

.

Please return to :- Polly Burdis, 17 New
Road, Croxley Green, WD3 3ET.
Telephone:- 01923770599.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS - MAY 1999
Please keep this page handy and support us when the time comes to vote.
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