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EDITORIAL
This edition sees an increase in size
both to accommodate our advertisers
and our contributors. There are some
controversial subjects but that should
make it more interesting.
As Chairman of the Parish Council, I
do not share, wholeheartedly, the
Chairman's views but I think it is
important that we clarify the position
of the Association, so please return
the Questionnaire.
This summer has seen two invasions
of the Green by travellers so please
heed my earlier warning - do not give
work to these people at the door.
This newsletter is yours, please make
contributions, if you are so inclined. It is
not our wish to i,lcrease the size again
but the more varied, the better.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I was elected to chair the Committee
of the Residents' Association in May
of this year, a position I am pleased to
hold as I am a fervent believer that the
Association is now the only truly
independent voice for the area. This
year has seen a change in the Parish
Council in Croxley Green which is, to
me, a disappointing shift towards
party politics. Since its formation in
1986, the Parish Council members
were a group of non-party political
people sponsored by the Residents'
Association. It is true that elections
had been few and far between, but
vacancies were always advertised -
there were no people requesting elec-
tions or putting their names forward
and so vacancies were filled by eo-
option. This year saw several local
people, who appeared to have party
political connections, causing elec-
tions to be held. Each election costs at
least £900" even without polling
cards, and only about 300 people per
ward vote in any given election. If, as
some want, polling cards were
issued, the cost of each election
would increase considerably - and
previous experience suggests with
only a few extra votes cast. This is, of
course, the cost of democracy.
One result of these elections is a
steady move towards party politics on
our Parish Council, since fighting an
election can only really be done by
those who have party political support
and/or connections. At its formation,
Croxley Green was the only area in
SW Herts to have a non-party political
Parish Council, and several of us
fought hard to maintain that situation.
We all knew that we could not keep
the political parties out for ever, but to
see early signs of us failing within 7
years is a very real disappointment.
One reason for this is perhaps the
understandable reluctance of local
people, without any party political
aspirations or affiliations, to put them-
selves forward.
I am sure that there are many
residents who believe that there
should be a local voice for the people
of Croxley Green, which is totally
unswayed by national politics. Since
we can no longer be sure of the true
independence of the Parish Council,
we must now ensure that such an
independent voice is provided by the
Residents' Association. In the future I

want to see the Association become
far more critical of the Parish Council
and of Three Rivers District Council -
and by critical I mean constructive
rather than destructive. To achieve
this we need to strengthen your
Residents' Association - if you are
interested in helping us in this
endeavour, please contact a commit-
tee member or complete the relevant
section on the enclosed questionnaire.
John Larter • Chairman

CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT
FELLOWSHIP
The CSRF is a charitable organisation
founded 25 years ago for the purpose
of keeping in touch with retired civil
servants and their spouses. For some
people life on retirement can be
relatively lonely without the contacts
made at work, especially if one lives
some way from the former place of
work - having commuted to London
for example. This is where we hope
the CSRF can help.
In Croxley Green the Fellowship has a
group, which holds social mornings at
All Saints' Church Hall from 10.15am
to 12.00 noon on the second
Thursday in the months of January,
March, May, September and Novem-
ber. In July we meet at 3.00pm for an
annual tea-party. We also liaise with
the Rickmansworth group which
holds its social mornings on the first
Monday of the intervening months at
10.30am in the Catholic Church Hall,
Park Road.
Outings and other activities are
arranged but, equally important, we
visit local retired civil servants and
their spouses who are housebound or
'non-active' in the group.
Normally we are notified by head
office of local civil servants who have
retired but some may have slipped
through the net. If so, we would be
pleased to hear from you, including
widows/widowers of civil servants.
Mrs Muriel Brown· Group Hon Sec.
Lindisfarne, 2A Green Lane 779070.

Please send advertisements to:
Rosemary Hanscomb

22 Dickinson Avenue (0923-779966)
and letters and contributions to:-

John Hedges
44 Ludlow Way (0923-222715)

by January 1st if possible
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MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY
VOICE
The Voice has now been in existence
for about two years. As reported in The
Resident of Autumn 1992. It was
formed to be a link between the Trust
Hospital and the community which it
serves. Many organisations are rep-
resented at the monthly meetings and
the committee of the Residents'
Association receives a report at its
meetings, recorded in the minutes.
There have been many developments at
the hospital in the past year, details of
which are conveyed to the meetings of
The Voice by one of the Trust directors.
An X-ray/Rehabilitation/Orthopaedic
Unit at a cost of £7.2m is opening in
October. A new building to house the
RAFT team (Restoration of Appearance
and Function Trust), funded by the
Leopold Muller Trust (at a cost of
£750K) and a new cancer support and
information building (cost £120K) fun-
ded by voluntary contributions from the
Linda Jackson appeal and by Mac-
Millan Cancer Relief were opened, one
by Prince Charles, in June. The Cancer
Unit has just installed the first CT/
Simulator in the UK.There is a new Plas-
tic Theatres re-development (£250K).
Money given to the Trust by the govern-
ment is in the form of a loan which has to
be repaid with interest. A new
incinerator, approved by The Voice,
installed this year, is now fully
operational. It functions 24 hrs a day, 7
days a week and at the same time
generates much of Mount Vernon's
energy, thus reducing fuel bills. Corres-
pondence and discussions have con-
tinued on the A and E Department, but
its future is still uncertain. As elsewhere,
parking at Mount Vernon is a constant
problem. The Managers are most reluc-
tant to introduce charging. More spaces
have been provided, but parking is still
inadequate, The situation may be eased
slightly when the builders move away,
but wheel-clamping has inevitably been
introduced. Concern has been
expressed over the poor bus-service
between Rickmansworth and the hos-
pital. The Bus Company whilst sym-
pathetic, wishes to be assured that the
need is there.
At each meeting of The Voice a director
of the Trust issues details of con-
sultants' waiting-lists. There is discus-
sion of such topics as, the role of District
Health Authorities, fund-holding doc-
tors, developments of treatment
nationally. Directors of the Trust and
The Voice combined to protest against
the withdrawal of Social Workers by
Hillingdon Council, on the grounds of
economy. Certain arrangements have
been made to alleviate the loss of these

'Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding

(Proverbs 3 vS.)

You are warmly invited to the
Baptist Church, Baldwins Lane
Morning Worship: 9.15am

11.00am Rev Derek Fraser BD.
Evening Worship: 6.30pm Telephone: 23.1403

vital people. Similarly a joint approach
has been made to protest about the
threatened closure of Harefield Hospi-
tal. Interest is added to meetings by the
presence of an occasional guest
speaker. For example a consultant ger-
iatrician at the hospital spoke of the
work and aims of his team of doctors
and nurses.
Concerning SW Herts, the Health
Authority had in 1992/93 a block con-
tract with Mount Vernon of several
millions of pounds. The Chairman of
The Voice, Mr Mike Turner, is immen-
sely competent and well informed. He
tries to ensure that the role of The Voice
is both questioning and constructive.
BARBARA LLOYD

LIBRARY COLUMN
As I write this, contractors are being
asked to tender for building the new lib-
rary. Hopefully by the time that you read
it, we will know which size library is
going to be built.
We have been in the old Barclay's Bank
building since mid-February and are
delighted at your continued use of the
service despite the cramped premises
(we prefer to describe them as cosy!).
We have had over 150 new borrowers
since we moved here. Our stock has
increased from less than 9,000 to
around 15,000 items, still growing. I
have visited several showrooms to buy
stock and our gardening, art and travel
books have all proved popular. I also
bought several hundred new paper-
back novels which were on the shelves
in time for the holiday season.
Despite lack of space we held an
activity for 7-11 year olds during the
holidays. Opening on Wednesday (our
usual closed day) allowed 14
youngsters to take part in 'The Golden
Voyages of Sinbad' a morning of
games, craft activities and stories.
Nearly 20 children joined our summer
reading challenge, some managing to
read and review 15 books in the holiday
gaining certificates, badges and

bookmarks.
We are already thinking about the
layout and stock for the new library and
hope to start buying in the new year.
Meanwhile don't forget that as well as
our lending stock we also stock 'Which'
reports and a small selection of
reference books including 'Who's
Who', 'Encyclopaedia Britannica' and
the 'World Book' encyclopaedias. If we
cannot supply the answer to your
queries from our own stock, we can
contact our colleague libraries or the
new central library at Barnfield.(nr. Hat-
field) for help.
We also have a small selection of non-
fiction stock covering computers,
maths and science in our corridor.
Please ask if you cannot find your
interest, we may be able to help.
SUE DURHAM
COMMUNITY LIBRARIAN
TRUTH AND OUR NHS
Truth sounds a bit pompous, doesn't it?
But I think it is worth a few words to
develop a theme. As a general prac-
titioner, I spend most of my working day
face to face with people, either one-to-
one or with different sizes of families.
Some consultations are quick, others
last longer, and they cover a huge range
of problems, from the minor to the
gravely serious. But for the process to
work effectively for the patient's benefit,
each patient/doctor consultation must
have a core of basic, honest truth. In
other words, the patient expects and
demands that the doctor will be, at the
very least, straightforward and truthful
(and hopefully a lot more besides, such
as good at diagnosis and treatment!). I
reassurance is to be given, it must be
based on sound fact and medical
reasoning, not wishful thinking. If
symptoms are likely to mean something
serious, patients have a right to be hon
estly informed about the possible
causes and the tests they may need to
make a firm diagnosis. When treatment
is proposed, a truthful account of what it
entails and the likelihood of success is

Ironmongery Locks Bosch

TRADE TOOLS
New Road, Croxley Green

0923 775277 fax or telephone
YOUR LOCAL IRONMONGER &

POWER TOOL SPECIALIST

Screws



usually helpful - unless the patient
makes it clear that he would rather
not know.
Many books have been written to help
doctors with the not always obvious
business of finding out why a given
patient has come to the surgery. In
many cases he may come right out with
it 'I've got a chesty cough and I'm off on
holiday tomorrow', but in others it is
more subtle. 'I keep getting a funny feel-
ing in this arm' may mean 'I want you to
examine me and tell me if there is anyth-
ing wrong with my heart'; if the doctor
doesn't do this the patient may go away
dissatisfied. So, we have an opening for
a dose of truth - if you know what you're
concerned about, if you have a par-
ticular idea, worry or theory, or if you
know exactly what you want, then why
not say it at the beginning so that you
can spend your time with the doctor
addressing it head on.
Truth and honesty are therefore vital to
our relationships with health care pro-
fessionals. But what of the struggling
NHS and what our political leaders and
the press say about it? Are the
government's reforms really reforms, or
just a euphemism for cuts? I fear the lat-
ter is nearer the truth. Increased choice
for patients was the promise at the
beginning of these dramatic changes in
our health service, but the phrase has
faded from politicians' lips as it has
become painfully obvious that choices
have been drastically cut. In the old
NHS, for all its faults, any GP in the
country could send his patient to any
specialist or hospital, the decision rest-
ing on what the patient wanted and
where the best service was offered. Not
so now. Whether a patient is with a
fund-holding GP or a non fund-holder,
the choice of which consultant and hos-
pital is now dictated by cost. Patients
have to go where the contracts are, and
these are where the service is cheap.
Reforms are in fact cuts, both in patient
choice and investment in health care.
Our excellent local hospital has been all
but brought to its knees by a policy of
financial management which refers to
patients as treatment units, hospitals as
provider units. Social service
departments have customers where
they used to have clients.

We have been pushed into a social
climate where cost is the only criterion;
quality and caring have been left by the
wayside, and somewhere nearby - was
truth as well.
Oh dear! This has become a cry from a
soapbox, and rather gloomy. Is there
hope for our NHS? All the health care
professions, in the community and in
hospitals, are still doing their best to
provide a service. Surgeons are still
operating even though sometimes with
one hand tied behind their backs! And
GPs still enjoy trying to address their
patients' real concerns. Perhaps what
we all need is a dose of the truth; and the
truth about the health service is that it is
underfunded, patients/treatment units/
customers, NO, PEOPLE, deserve bet-
ter than that.
NIGEL CORP
GENERAL PRACTITIONER
This is one view and could start a
debate - how about! Editor

ALLOTMENTS
This newsletter marks the beginning of
the next season for the members of the
Barton WayAllotment Society. As the
last of the major Summer and Autumn
crops are gathered, leaving the Winter
and Spring plants still maturing, pre-
parations are commencing for the next
planting season.
I am reminded of Norfolk farmers who,
when asked how the crops were pro-
gressing, invariably replied 'middling!'.
Allotment holders are of a similar dis-
position so a reply, when enquiring of
somebody's efforts this year, of 'Spuds
were'nt too good, lost all my parsnips,
but the lettuces are OK' was puzzling, I
had seen him digging some quality
potatoes earlier in the year. The mystery
was cleared for me by another commit-
tee member. It appeared that a new
variety of second early potato had been
disappointing; this person was fond of
potatoes and had a passion for growing
salad crops, with which he was usually
successful. Most gardeners will play
down their success with crops to avoid
appearing big-headed and attracting
accusations of bragging.
In the Spring I was gathering plot rents
and although the rate had increased, for

CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENT'S ASSOCIATION

On behalf of my household I .
of , Croxley Green
Apply for life membership of the association and enclose remittance of
£5.00. Signed .
Cheques payable to the Association. Return to:-
Polly Burdis 17, New Road, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth WD3 3EJ

the first time in eight years, to £6.00 for a
5 rod plot; everybody said that this was
still very economical. Whilst gathering
some late broccoli and cauliflowers, I
realised that I had most of the £6 in
these crops, not to mention the 61b of
rhubarb I was also taking home, so the
point was even clearer.
The last time I costed my allotment pro-
duction was over ten years ago and the
crop of fruit and vegetables, that year,
gave me a conservative profit of over
£100. The costs of seeds, manure and
rental have only risen slightly in this
period but the cost of fruit and
vegetables has escalated. So upon
reflection my crop for 1993 has been
'middling'.
Now is the time to start work ready for
next seasons's planting; there are a few
plots available and no charge is made
for the remainder of this year. The com-
mittee and other allotment holders are
only too pleased to answer questions
and advise which crops are successful,
plus what quantities to plant to avoid
over-abundance of produce. Interes-
ted? You should contact the secretary,
Roger Simmonds on 0923 234234,
who will arrange to show you the avail-
able plots.
ERIC HILL - CHAIRMAN BWAHA
VILLAGE MAp· UPDATE
We gave the latest position in the Spring
edition of The Resident and also in the
last Parish Pump. Work continues and
our two artists, Daphne Simmons and
June Thomas, are busy on the 'real'
views, having worked to get a feel for
scale and style. You may have seen
some of their early work at The Canal
Festival or at the Revels. Norma
Stubington, researcher/scribe, puts in
the finishing touches with statistics and
background information.

RELIABLE TAXI SERVICE
COURIER SERVICE

FRIENDLY RECEPTION

Now running 24hr service

Telephone
(0923) 777732
(0923) 777773

REGEriCYCfm
'*'At 29 Station Road

Rickmansworth
and

160 Watford Road
Croxley Green
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Now that we can see, much more
clearly, how our ideas are shaping up; it
seems to us, as a team, that the finished
work will be as much a picture of Crox-
ley Green's favourite places and things,
as a pictorial map of Croxley Green.
Holidays are now upon us, but we aim
to complete the project in October, go to
the printers and be ready to sell the pic-
torial map in good time for Christmas
shopping. We anticipate the size of the
map being about 30" X 24", selling for
about £3.00 per copy. Keep a lookout
for further information, publicity launch
and selling date.
ERNEST BURDIS
& MARGARET POMFRET

REVELS 1993
On behalf of the Croxley Green Society,
I should like to express a very sincere
'thankyou' to John Hedges, Graham
Judge and all their team for the time and
effort that they put into making the
Revels such a happy occasion for all
concerned. This year, special thanks
must go to our Neighbourhood/
Community Policeman, PC Bob Cobey,
and the Chairman of TRDC, Councillor
Terence Palmer, for all their help in
removing the travellers from the Green,
literally hours before the Revels were
due to start. I was particularly
impressed with the tremendous turnout
for the procession, and all the skill and
dedication that went into the making of
the floats, which all helped to create a
real carnival atmosphere. Here's look-
ing forward to even bigger and better
things for 18th June 1994!
MIKE DIX - CHAIRMAN CG SOCIETY

CHURCH ARCHIVES
Since the last issue of The Resident
and the article on John Dickinson at
Croxley, I was contacted by Mr Stan
Delderfield who kindly gave me some
photographs which I have had copied.
One shows the Traffic Department
team, who won the Departmental Cup in
1924. Another photograph is of the Traf-
fic Department in 1927, which shows
the fleet of lorries together with their
drivers. I also have some photographs
of Esparto grass being unloaded in the
River Thames onto barges.
Recently, I have been privileged to read
a History of John Dickinson & Co., prin-
ted in 1896, loaned to me by Miss M.
Hobbs. On 30th March 1904 the com-
pany celebrated its 100th Anniversary
and each employee was given a copy -
this one was presented to Mr T. Hobbs,
who was in fact the grandfather of Miss
Hobbs. The book covers Apsley, Nash
and Croxley Mills and also includes the
details of a Lecture on "Ancient Paper
Making given by Mr Lewis Evans,
General Manager at the Dickinson

Come and join us
you 'llfind a warm welcome at

The Methodist Church
in New Road

Sunday Worship
1O.30am with creche/Sunday School

6.30pm Evening Service
Minister: Rev Conrad Hicks 0923 263248

Premises Bookings: Elsie Haines 0923 230088

Institute, Croxley Green, on Thursday
evening - 27th February 1896. One
question arises - are there any more
copies in existence? Not only would I
like a copy for the Church Archives but I
am sure that it would also be helpful to
have a copy in the Croxley Green
Library.
Just recently, a friend of mine (in some
research he had undertaken) extracted
from the Census of 1891, details of
those living in Croxley Green. The area
covered was from Croxley Hall Farm,all
houses N of the R. Gade to Cassio
Bridge, to Durrants Farm, to All Saints
Church and from Scots Hill to Little
Green, also including those on narrow
boats at the Mill. The total population
being 1550. As I went through this
document, the first thing that struck me
was the number of names still familiar
today. For instance the 'Hobbs' family
who lived at 7 New Road, the 'Heck-
fords' at 11 New Road, the 'Warns' at 52
New Road, and 77 New Road (aka The
Rose PH) lived Henry Hawkins, Beer
Housekeeper.This was quite new to me.
We have 24 houses listed as being in
the Mill Square. As those listed give
their occupations as Papermaker,
Beaterman, Paper Packer and Engineer
at the Mill, it is certain that it was re-
named Dickinson Square. The question

when? Has anyone any knowledge
regarding this? If so please let me know.
Should any of you wonder and would
like to know if your family is mentioned
in the 1891 Census, please contact me
through the Library and, if I can, I will be
pleased to help.
Recently I found an Account of the Lay-
ing of the Foundation Stone of All Saints
Church on Tuesday 27th September
1870. More research is needed but
perhaps later Iwill be able to add it to the
Church History.

NORMAN SPRING - ARCHIVIST,
ALL SAINTS CHURCH 0923 776933

WHAT'S THE BUZZ·WORD
'Is'nt it funny, How a bear likes
honey?' Christopher Robin explains to
a dejected bear, who has tried to pro-
cure honey from suspicious buzzing
bees --- 'These are the wrong sort of
bees. So I should think they would
make the wrong sort of honey.'
The world of bees and honey making is
complex and fascinating. So I found,
talking to a local beekeeper. Bees
apparently dislike bright colours - blues,
reds and yellows. They will mistake
these for a flower (it was not a good idea
wearing a bright blue cagoule!). Bees
swarm back to the hives before rain (this
had happened a few minutes before
my arrival!).
We have organised a talk on Beekeep-
ing on Wednesday 20th October at
7.30pm at The Methodist Church Hall,
New Road. We guarantee a warm
welcome, honey tasting and a fascinat-
ing talk. All are welcome and admission
is free. There will be a retiring collection
and refreshments will be available.

BEE THERE!
ALlSON WALL - SECRETARY CGRA

HAYTER • • SIGASMOUNTFIELD• •

Grinders and Saws

~
Zo
==

B]DIMONDS
PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT

FOR TRADE AND DIY

CROXLEY 117 New Road, Croxley. Tel: (0923) 778385
WATFORD 3-5 Tolpits Lane, Watford. Tel (0923) 213456

Access Equipment & Towers

Building and Demolition Tools

Cleaning Equipment

Decorating Tools

Excavators and Dumpers

Gardening Equipment

•
Lighting and Heating

De-Humidifiers

•
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Plumbing Tools

Party and Leisure

Vehicle Maintenance

•

• •KIMBOLA• STIHL MAKITA •



Dear Resident,

Your Committee has been looking at the future role of the Residents Association in the light of recent changes, par-
ticularly in the make up of the Croxley Green Parish Council. We are particularly keen to re-establish the role of the
Residents Association as a lobby of local councils in matters affecting all of the residents of Croxley Green. To help
us in this we need your views - and hence this questionnaire.

Please find a few minutes to respond to the questions below so that YOUR VIEWS are taken into account in
our deliberations.

Please answer YES or NO to the following:

1. In future the Association should no longer sponsor any new candidates at Parish Council elections.
YES/NO

2. The presently sponsored Parish Councillors should continue to be sponsored at the next election.
YES/NO

3. The Association should be more active in lobbying the local councils on behalf of its members.

4. The Residents should continue to arrange 2 to 3 interesting open evenings per year.

5. Annual subscription should be raised from the present 50p per year.

6. Life Membership should be increased from the present sum of £5 per household.

7. The "Resident" newsletter should continue as a twice-yearly publication.

8. I would be interested in serving on the Committee when there is next a vacancy.

9. I would be interested in helping to collect membership subscriptions.

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

YES/NO

Other comments .

Name and Address (optional) .

Please deliver your completed questionnaire to any Committee member - names and addresses are on the front
page of The Resident, or why not bring it to one of our meetings.

'What's the Buzz-word?' A talk with examples
by an expert on

Come and see the bees, taste their honey
Staffordshire 'Mldwlnter'and learn about them from a local expert

at
Pottery TablewareThe Methodist Church Hall New Road

on at the Methodist Church Hall New Road
Wednesday 20th October at 7.30pm on

Refreshments - Retiring collection Wednesday 19th January at 8.00pm
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The Parish Church of St. Oswald
Malvern Way

SUNDAY SERVICES
Holy Communion 8 am

Family Eucharist 9.30 am
Family Praise (last Sun. in month) 11 am

Choral Evensong (1st Sun. in month) 6 pm

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Holy Communion Tues 7.30 am, Wed 9.30 am

Tiny Tots 2 pm Tuesdays in school term
Tel.Rev.J Young 232387, Mrs J Penman255929

NICHOLAS & NEVILLE'S
FRUITERERS & GREENGROCERS

WHOLESALE & RETAIL
TRADE

190 Watford Road, Croxley Green
Telephone: Watford 240921

24 HOUR EMERGENCY
GLAZING SERVICE

0923710822

HIGHWAY
GLASS

• COMMERCIALANDDOMEsnc GLAZING
• FREE DEUVERY
• 24 HOURBOARDUPSERVICE
• GLASSCUTTO ANYSIZE
• EMERGENCYCALLOUT

• FREEPRE·MOTCHECK
• DIRECTBILLINGFACILITIESWITHMOST

INSURANCECOMPANIES
• 24 HOURWINDSCREENREPAIR
• TECHNICIANSTRAINEDTO THEVERY

HIGHESTSTANDARDS
GlassCut to Sizeat Our CounterService

166-172 New Road, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 3HD

0923710822

Si AllON APPROACH
CHOR~OODW035ND
TEL: 0923 285555
FAX: 0923 285575

OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00pm
Sat 9.30-1.00pm

(CHORLEYWOOD) LTO

"'_~~!~!N~!!~~~d8Dn •
CROXLEY GREEN ~~. .•• .•• ~~_ .•••-#9,_ A.
RICKMANSWORTH c;, ~
HERTS WD3 3QP
0923223272

~.
Vans· Facias· Glass work· Gilding· Vinyl· Perspex . Engraving· Pictorial design

CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS SAY•••
'We were made to feel important' - 'Good price ...Good quality ...Good Service'

'Nothing was too much trouble' - 'The most honest rep that we saw ... r

'Super overall service' - 'Obliging, pleasant...excellent'
(Originals available for inspection)

<:\,\J I N o

2~~
D-O-O-R-S

Insurance
Guarantee

Association

Croxley
Alarm Systems

43 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green
WD3 3LS 0923 224606

ALARMS • LOCKS • DOOR ENTRY
• SECURITY LIGHTS'

ALARMS FITTED TO BS 4737

Free advice & Quotations
for all Security Requirements

WINDOWS * DOORS * SPECIALIST CONSERVATORIES * UPVC
CLADDING & SOFFITES * ELECTRICAL GARAGE DOORS

ICKENHAM SHOWROOM
8 LONG LANE
0895633241

RICKMANSWORTH SHOWROOM
MONEYHILL PARADE

0923777323

24hr answer service

ACORN HORTICULTURAL MACHINERY
Servicing a" makes of Lawnmowers etc.,
A" work fully Guaranteed
A" Makes New Mowers, etc. supplied
at Best Discounts with Free Delivery
and Pre Delivery Check

Experienced, Qualified Engineers
Free Collection And Delivery Service
Reconditioned Mowers Guaranteed
as New
Free Estimates Without Obligation

Green End Farm Business Units
93a, Church Lane, Sarratt, Hertfordshire WD3 6HH

0923270337/771281

S & S Guttering
Gutter Specialist

and General House Repairs
Complete GUTTER and FASCIA service
HOUSE REPAIRS incl. roof repairs, brick-
work, fencing, plumbing, drives, patios
etc, doors and frames fitted, internal!

external painting and decorating
FREE ESTIMATES • NO JOB TOO SMALL

22 Winchester Way, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 3QF

Tel: 0923 770752 / 720693

'fr)} SHAMMA
<?Jr\ DRY CLEANERS

rf/'1f
142 Watford Road, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 3BZ

Tel: 0923 710812

Croxley Green's only
On-site Dry Cleaners

HOME STYLE
For your Paints, Hardware, Garden & DIY Supplies, Electrics, Pet Supplies

Wallpaper Selection Bar & Paint Tinting System
Paraffin, Pre-packed Fuels, Fancy Goods, Lawn Mower Sharpening

Agents for Shoe Repairs - Dry Cleaning and much more

FRIENDLY SER VICE
43 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green 0923 224606

Jackie and Dave Gristwood



CROXLEY CAMERA CLUB -
1994 CALENDAR
Croxley Camera Club have produced a
1994 colour calendar showing a selec-
tion of 'Scenes and Places in SW
Herts'. The calendars are already sell-
ing well with many being bought as gifts
for Christmas and for mailing overseas.
All the pictures were taken by club
members.
Our 1994 calendar is in the same style
as our successful 1993 calendar which
sold out very quickly last year. This year
we've added an illustrated cover and
also printed more to ensure we meet the
demand. Each of the twelve pages give
a day/date monthly calendar plus a use-
ful space for jotting notes. The full
colour picture for each month can later
be used as a postcard. Just think - a
calendar and twelve colour postcards
for just £2.00 and we include an
envelope in case you wish to send it to
your friends. We can supply you directly
and they are also available in the local
libraries. We have also supplied the
calendars, at a discount, to local
organisations for sale to benefit their
own funds.
The calendar project is just one of the
activities of Croxley Camera Club. You
see us at the Revels on the Green
every year recording the day's activities
on film. We are very grateful to the Crox-
ley Green branch of the British Red
Cross for letting us display our Revels
photographs in their windows. A date
for your 1994 calendar is Friday March
25th when we put on an evening show
at St. Oswald's, its always well atten-
ded. We are a friendly club and believe
that photography is fun. We are always
happy to welcome new members. If you
are interested in photography and enjoy
convivial company, please come along.
We meet at 8pm every Wednesday
evening at St. Oswald's Church Hall in
Malvern Way, Croxley Green from Sep-
tember to May. Our forthcoming pro-
gramme includes:-
act 27 - Alan Rose shows us
'Monochrome My Way'.
Nov 3 - Our members colour slides in
competition.
Nov 10 - No Croxley meeting - we're
AWAY at Leighton Buzzard.
Nov 17 - Another print competition for
members.
Nov24 - A talk with slides - 'Towards
Creative Colour'.
Dec 1 - Another colour slide competi-
tion for memb.ers.
Dec 8 - A talk with slides - 'India - A
Land of Contrast'.
Dec 15 - Demonstration of 'Colour
Printing from Negatives'.
For more information you can contact-
Philip Santler - 0923 229923,
Bernard Fox - 0923 773915 or
Graham Laughton - 0895 822202.

A NEW PET
During the summer months puppies,
kittens and bunnies are being raised
ready to go to new homes. They provide
great entertainment, give endless love
and quickly become part of their new
family. What should you look for when
choosing a new pet? Firstly, be sure that
the choice of pet will suit your lifestyle. If
you enjoy the outdoors and have leisure
time available, a dog will happily walk
with you. People who work away from
home for long hours may find a more
independent pet such as a cat, a rabbit
or a guinea pig more suitable. Having
decided on the type of animal and
breed, you can obtain your pet from a
petshop, directly from a breeder, or
from newspaper advertisements.
If possible, see the parents of your new
pet, to get an idea of how big your pet
will eventually grow, and its potential
character. Choose a healthy looking
individual; alert, with a good coat, bright
eyes and clear nose. If any individual is
quiet and depressed compared with lit-
ter mates, this is not a good sign.
How should you prepare for the new
arrival? Check with the breeder, or
owner, about the diet your new pet has
been eating, as sudden changes to this
diet may cause indigestion! Find out as
much background information as you
can; what bed-time and feeding routine
to follow, what bedding to provide and
preferred toys. Establish a feeding and
sleeping area for your pet before he or
she arrives. Family members should
agree on rules and routines in prepara-
tion for this.
Many people like to have their new pet
checked over immediately by their vet.
The health of your pet can be assessed
and discussed, along with preventative
health measures, such as vaccination,
worming and flea control. Pet insurance
is a good idea to cover the cost of
veterinary care, should your pet have an
accident or illness. Policies are tailored
to your needs and costs vary accor-
dingly. Call into your surgery for
details.
For the first 2-3 weeks a new pet will be
settling in, getting used to family and
other pets you might have. Puppies and
kittens can be toilet trained at this stage,
by getting them accustomed to using a
newspaper, or a litter tray, then
gradually moving this closer to an out-
side door. Most pets enjoy toys, and
together you can share hours of fun.
Additionally, recent studies show
definite health benefits to people who
own a pet. Make the most of them!
APRIL RUMSEY
VETERINARY SURGEON
Editor - Don't forget the Poop-
Scoop.

CROXLEY RAIL LINK REVIVED
Many residents will have noticed that
London Underground has now revived
its plans for building the Croxley Rail
Link so that the Metropolitan Line trains
can run into central Watford. Although
presentations were made to the local
authorities in the late spring, public con-
sultation only began in late July.
However, we have been very pleased
with the response that we have received
with the whole range of issues brought
out in discussions at the Baldwin's
Lane, Cassiobridge playground, Tolpits
Lane and the Harlequin Centre
venues.
Over 400 serious, face-to-face conver-
sations were held and a new mailing list
compiled for future contacts. Turning to
specific matters, as many resid_entswill
know, we have decided to revisit the
earlier London Underground decision
to locate the viaduct at the roundabout
near the 'Two Bridges' public house and
add another alignment option. The
original is now called the southern
alignment. The alternative northern
route would pass over the existing
Baldwin's Lane Metropolitan Line
bridge, cross over the land belonging to
Cinnamond, over the A412 dual car-
riageway, the land at the rear of the
playground, over the canal to the exist-
ing Croxley Green branch. Many parties
we met preferred the northern align-
ment, although of those people
expressing a preference, a number did
not want the link built at all. As we
broadened the consultation net at the
end of July, then the wider spread sup-
port for the Link became clearer.
Alongside this support, other issues
such as the closure of the Watford Met
terminus, construction impacts at Wat-
ford West and the prospects for a sta-
tion at Ascot Road were all aired.
What is the current position? We have
said that the next development with the
project will be when we make our deci-
sion about the viaduct location. We
have promised to publish our reasons
for our decision, including taking
account of engineering, operational and
environmental factors. Environmental
considerations will be covered by the
mandatory requirement to publish an
Environmental Statement, often
referred to as the 'ES'. This work is
being carried out by environmental con-
sultants and the full Statement will be
published as a book, together with a
non-technical summary.
Currently, London Underground has
about six new rail projects under
development, including the large
schemes like CrossRail that is joint with
British Rail. This project involves the
train services from Aylesbury and
Reading to Paddington, new tunnels
under the West End and City to



Liverpool Street, thence to Shenfield in
Essex, This project may be of interest to
Croxley Green residents, because it
features a new station for
Rickmansworth.
Common to all of these projects is the
intense focus on environmental matters.
London Underground has com-
missioned environmental impact
assessment work for each project as it
has approached the legislative process.
Although this process sounds rather
rich in jargon, the work itself is
straightforward and takes account of a
host of potential impacts, setting and
quantifying everyone of them in
context.
We have promised to negotiate with the
local authorities to produce 'Codes',
short for Code of Construction Practice
documents, which specify standards
for all worksites in Part A and separate
documents for individual worksites in
Part B. By negotiation, hours of working,
lorry routes, fence heights and types will
all be specified. Negotiating these
Codes for Central London worksites
takes a long time, but we believe the
effort has been worthwhile in creating
trust between all of the interested
parties.
For the last 150 years or so, railway
operators have sought powers to con-
struct railways by way of the Private Bill
process. This has now been replaced
by the Transport and Works Act 1992,
which focuses upon a planning permis-
sion process rather than' scrutiny by
Parliamentary Committees. The Croxley
Rail Link project will be one of the first
that London Underground has prom-
oted by the new method. We will be
publishing information about the pro-
cess, as required by the new Act later
on.
STEPHEN JOLLY
Consultation Manager for
London Underground's project.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Earlier this year a meeting was
arranged for the Croxley Green
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators,
together with PC Bob Cobey, PC Ralph
Durbridge (Crime Prevention Officer -
Watford Division), Sgt. Keen (Com-
munity Sergeant - WatfordfThree Rivers
Police) and representatives of the
Parish Council.
We are hoping to increase the number
of copies of The Watch for distribution
with the kind help of Black Horse Pro-
perties Ltd and G A Properties both at
Rickmansworth. Many of the
co-ordinators and stewards are still very
active and are willing to continue,
diligentl¥, organising the delivery of The

.Watch so that it gets passed to each
household, for the information.
Unfortunately, however, some

co-ordinators are unable to continue.
Our thanks for their time spent on this,
which is very much appreciated. The
following areas have vacancies for co-
ordinators and/or stewards if you have
any spare time; this is not an onerous
task by any means:- Baldwins Lane
East, Bateman Road, Hastings Way,
Windmill Drive, Winton Crescent, Fuller
Way and Barton Way.
The following areas have co-ordinators
in the scheme:- Norwich Way, The
Green, Repton Way, Sycamore Road,
Watford Road, Frankland Road, Valley
Walk, Copthorne Road, Evans Close,
Durrants Drive, Dickinson's Avenue,
Dorchester Court, Gonville Avenue,
Lewes Way, Links Way, Claremont
Crescent, Oakleigh Drive, Baldwins
Lane West, Yorke Road, Cavendish
Court, Rousebarn Lane, Lincoln Drive,
Dorrofield Close, Winchester Way and
New Road.
If you have any queries or would like to
start a scheme for your road/area,
please ring:-
DEREK THOMPSON - 0923 778979

CRIME LINES

Firstlymay I say that I hope. for those
who have taken their annual holidays.
that you had an enjoyabletime and that
the weather was not too unkind to you
all.

Now we come to the details of what
has been happening crime wise. For the
first seven months of this year. the total
number of crimes recorded for the
Croxley Green area amount to 276 inci-
dents. This is just 5 crimes up for the
same period in 1992.

Breakdown of Offences:

Offence 1992 1993
Burglary(All types) 66 90
Burglary(Dwellings) 22 40
Theft (All types) 133 119
Theft (FromMjVehs) 65 48
Theft (Of MjVehs) 15 19
Theft (Of PjCycles) 23 14
Damage (All types) 35 37
Damage (MjVehs) 20 20
Assaults(All types) 8 7
As can be seen from the figures. al-
though the total number of recorded
incidents show an increase of just 5
crimes for the same period last year.
the number of Burglariesto dwelling
houses has nearly doubled and this is
very disturbing to say the least A
number of these Burglariesare what is
termed as Distraction Burglaries.that is

to say that whilst one person engages
the occupier in conversation of one
form or another an accomplice enters
the house and steals property. The most
common excuses used to gain access
are that the offenders purport to be offi-
cials from the main services of Gas.
Electricityor Water and wish to gain ac-
cess to either turn off the equipment or
check it in some way or another.
Another most common excuse is the
child that has lost his ball in the garden.
Despite all the publicity about this type
of offence. people (mainly the elderly)
are still being conned by these persons.
We the Police. offer a free house secur-
ity surveyso if you feel you would like
one. then why not give me a call and
make an appointment and lets see if
we can make your premises less vulner-
able. You would be surprised at the
number of houses I pass during-my tour
of duty that are insecure in one way or
another. the odd window left open. the
garage door left up showing the car is
not there or the milk left on the door
step all day All these are signs to the
opportunist burglar so lets make it
much harder for him by removing these
tell tale signs.
Thefts as can been seen have dropped
for same period as last year but there
are still many that could have been
prevented.
Theft from motor vehicles still account
for almost 50% of all thefts many of
which could have been prevented by
removing temptation . That is to say re-
move all valuable items from the vehicle
or lock them out of site from prying
eyes or the would be thief. Cycle thefts
although less. are still a cause for con-
cern and many could be prevented by
locking them up each time they are left
unattended.We find that many of the
cycles that are recovered. have not
been post-coded which makes it more
difficult to trace the loser. Remember a
free service of coding cycles is provided
by the Police so why not use it? Please
telephone your nearest Police Station to
see when it is convenient to have yours
done.

It has come to my notice. that many of
our aged and unsuspecting residents.
are still employing undesirablesto carry
out work on their property be it to
mend the roof or trim thejrees. quot-
ing a minimal price and at the comple-
tion of work. inflating it to an exorbitant
level. Once again can I ask you all to be
wary of these persons and only employ
persons which you know you can trust
to do the job properly and keep to the
original quoted price. If you see these
persons operating in your road. please
take details and let me have a copy.

To end. should you require any help or
advice then do not hesitate to contact
either the Police Station or myself.

P.e. Bob COBEY Watford 244444



R. McKeague
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Full range of services
~~2;X~~~r:EED ROAD 0923 770583

BATHROOMS' KITCHENS
DULUX TRADE NETWORK MEMBER

FULLY INSURED

Many Satisfied Local Customers

A. B. Rumsey B.V.Se., M.R.C.V.~.

1 Barton Way
Croxley Green

Herts. WD3 3PA

Tel: (0923) 710382
Surgery & 24 Hour Emergency Number

Weekdays 9.30 - 11am 4 - 6pm
Saturday 9.30 - 12 noon

AUTO SERVICES

MOBILE SERVICING & REPAIRS
WELDING TO M.O.T. STANDARD

VALETING

CARS & LIGHT COMMERCIAL

Telephone: Chris on 0923818510

D. MAClEAN

Established in Croxley Green 1967

202A Watford Road
Croxley Green

Rickmansworth, Herts.

Telephone: Watford 226567

Glass Merchants
Glazing Contractors
Aluminium, Windows & Doors
Double Glazing Specialists
Picture Framers, Greenhouse Glass

W.H. HUMPHREYS & SONS
For removal and warehousing. Large pan-
technicons. Expert packers. New container
warehouses. UK Continental and overseas

removal services at keen rates

IMMEDIATE FREE ESTIMATES
ASK FOR OUR PACKAGE DEALS
Cartons and all materials available for

owner packed moves.
1 Sydney Road Tel: Watford 226206/7

Established over 50 years

T. BONE & SON
Watfords leading Fruiterers ForThe last 100Years

For all thats best
in fruit, vegetables, salads and flowers

53 Baldwins lane, Croxley Green
Watford 222478

HAVE YOU MADE
A WILL?

Making a WiIl guarantees your wishes
Home visits evenings and weekends

FEE: Husband-Wife £30 each
Single Will £40

Phone (0923) 676889
THE WILL GROUP (WATFORD)
36 Hillingdon Road, Garston WD2 6JG
ASSOCIATION OF WILL WRITERS

A.DICKINSON
& CO.

REGISTERED PLUMBERS
and

HEA TlNG ENGINEERS

64a Valley Walk, Croxley Green
Watford 220819

12 Scots Hill, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Herts.

Tel: Rick. (0923) 772127

CURIOS & TOYS
OLD & NEW
Bought & Sold

TRANSPORT BOOKS
& VIDEOS

ALSO STOCKED

PREMIER BUTCHERSNOW SELLING
lRADlnONAL

GIBSON'S SAUSAGES 41 BaldwinsLane, CroxleyGreen

Scotch Beef.EnglishLamb PREMIER- FISH
NZLamb, EnglishPork Cod Fillets
PrimeGammon Plaice Fillets,Smoked Cod
Home Cooked Meats Smoked Haddock, SkateWings
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SalmonSteaks,Trout& Herrings

FreezerOrdersWelcomed Smoked Salmon, Peeled Prawns
FreeDelivery,Local Areo Coley etc., Kippers
PHONEWAY231821 Direct from Billingsgate Fish Market

FLORIDA! ! !
For the best Holiday

Accommodation in the
ORLANDO AREA

3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom,
Air-conditioned, detached

bungalow with own
screened pool.

Property of Croxley Resident
FOR BROCHURE Wat: 228714



175 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Telephone: Rickmansworth ·772171

NATURAL SKINCARE & COSMETICS
NOT TESTED ON ANIMALS

Oriflame now have over 350 products
available through brochures with big

discounts. For a brochure or if anyone
would like to join me ring

ANN on 773877 or call at
103 Frankland Rd, Croxley Green

E.D. WITHEY A.M.R.S.H.
CARPENTER & DECORATOR

36 Rugby Way, Croxley Green, Rlckmansworth,

Herts WD33PH

Telephone: Rickmansworth (0923) 772553

B. C. LEWIS
Painting & Decorating

Maintenance Work
NO JOB TOO SMALL
TELEPHONE WATFORD

(0923) 234372

M.F.N. & R.E. TAME LTD
The Rickmansworth Stationers

* An accommodation address in
Rickmansworth High Street
Use our address for receiving your mail

* A small office for your own private use
for meeting clients, interviewing etc.

* Fax communications received and sent
* Photocopying and Colour Copy Service

108 High Street, Rickmansworth
Tel:0923 778396/773768 Fax: 0923 777703

REGISTERED

K. PADDICK @
COAGI

GAS INSTALLER

General Building Maintenance

Central Heating • Decorating • Plumbing

FREE ESTIMATES
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Bathroom Suites and
Fitted Kitchens

KEITH PADDICK

11 DICKINSON AVENUE, CROXLEY GREEN,
RICKMANSWORTH, HERTS WD3 3EU

TEL: RICKMANSWORTH 720151

R.J. COlE
Fruiterersand Greengrocers

Select your own quality
produce

206 New Rood Croxley
Green Tel: Rick 779874

YOUR VERY FIRST MOVE SHOULD
BE TO CHOOSE A SOLICITOR

WUtlDS Ieo.
CROXlEY GREEN SOLICITORS
COMPETETIVE CONVEYANCING

CHARGES

We cover all areas
Please telephone for quotation

Rickmansworth 170 New Road
(0923) 775651 Croxley Green
Answerphone Service Rickmansworth, Herts

DENTAL SURGEONS
N.G. Exley

BOS (Land) LDS, RCS (ENG)

P.E. Jason
BOS (Lond) LDS, RSC (Eng)

Monday - Friday 9-6
Saturday 9-1

All types of NHS & Private Work
provided

119, New Road, Croxley Green
Tel: Rick 776270

U'\1ichael Gf'ranki Gphilatelics

The Stamp Studio
G.B, & Commonwealth Specialists

Postal History *. F.D,C's * P,H.Q. Cards
Postcards * Catalogues * Thematics

Albums & Supplements Etc
& SO MUCH MORE

200 Watford Road, Croxley Green, Herts
Tel: 0923-237710

KEITHG. MARSH
Quality Butchers

Home cooked hams & salt beef
Home made pork sausages and

beefburgers, Scotch beef,
English Lamb & Pork

Fresh poultry and game.

303 BAlDWINS LANE
CROXlEY GREEN
RICKMANSWORTH
Tel: 0923 770594

Printed by Metro Printing 186 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts WD1 7JS


