
The Croxley Green

RESIDENT
Published by

CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS' AND RATEPAYERS' ASSOCIATION
No. 145 Editor: Sue Stagg SPRING 1983

C.G.R. & R.A. COMMITTEE 1982/83
Ben Tullett (President)
9 Green Lane, Rick. 772016
R. Boardman (Vice-President)
16 Frankland Road
A.G.E. Warren (Vice-President)
94 Winton Drive
John Hedges (Chairman)
44 Ludlow Way, Watford 22715
Owen Anthony (Vice-Chairman)
43 Frankland Close, Rick. 773455
Jennifer Bunce (Secretary)
57 Beechcroft Avenue,
Watford 47996
Derek Thompson (Minutes Secretary)
239a New Road, Rick. 778979
John Cuttler (Treasurer)
6 Evans Close, Watersmeet 725
Laurie Mathews (Subscriptions)
26 Sycamore Road, Watford 43420
Sue Stagg ('Resident' Editor)
83 Links Way, Watford 35059
Colin Walker (Advertising)
155 Winton Drive
Kay Delfs,
110 Links Way, Watford 27525
Polly Burdis
17 New Road, Rick. 770599
Howard Brown
33 Frankland Road, Rick. 775395
John Cornwall
21 Harvey Road, Rick. 772779
Martin Harris
24 Dickinson Square, Rick. 779747
Bob Hampson
Halfway House, Cassiobridge
Watford 28418

CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

As we keep a watchful eye on the local
scene, it is frustrating to say the least
that so many decisions that affect our
local life are taken by people who do not
know, or seemingly care, about us.
These remote people in remote places
affect us deeply and leave us with little
redress.

PerhapsCounty Hall is the most promi-
nent example. We have one represen-
tative on this august body, and he is ex-
pected to speak for us all. Hertfordshire
is a funny shape, rather sausage shape,
and we are on the crisp knobbly bit at the
end. Some of us have never been to the
other end and were we to try we would
find no public transport links and poor
road connections. The county seat at
Hertford might just as well be at Timbuc-
too. Yet this authority is in charge of
amongst other things, our local major
roads and particularly education. At one
time we led the country on education, not
any longer, and now we have a steam-
roller ignoring local views and promising
to demolish a caring and cared for local
school. Of course the people in Saw-
bridgeworth and Buntingford do not want
to lose their schools instead of ours, but
do any of us need to lose out without pro-
per and meaningful consultation. Any
real negotiator knows that a degree of
compromise is required in any acceptable
solution and that no decision should be
made without listening to arguments on
all sides. The recent consultation would
appear to have been merely for show, as
the decision was apparently already
made. Democracy or Demagogy?

CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS' AND RATEPAYERS' ASSOCIATION

The

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

of the above Association

will be held at

THE LIBRARY, BARTON WAY

on

FRIDAY, MARCH 25th, at 8.00 p.m.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND

Working with our colleagues of the
Action Group in connection with the
development on the Mill site, we now
find ourselves involved with the local
authority in Watford over both the access
to the site and also because the old
Photographic building site is now also
incorporated in the development. Our
voices are heard at Three Rivers but with
no votes at stake can we be sure of a
hearing at Watford?

The legendary footpath through the
Mill is again in the news. The County
draws up the definitive map of footpaths,
people's word is seemingly not enough,
we need proof, can you help? This is
people not authority, read the article in
this issue and pledge your help.

Joh!:, T. Hedges

EDITORIAL

The trouble with a newsletter such asthis -
one is that because it only appears twice
a year, it can rarely be topical. Soon after
the last issue went to the typesetters, we
heard about the proposal concerning Dur-
rants School. Because I was on a tight
schedule, I had to ignore the news, but
I took what I considered to be the second
best course and asked the chairman of
the PTA, Mrs. Parnell, to keep a cam-
paign diary for publication in the 'Resi-
dent'. No-one could predict what would
happen in the ensuing months, and the
latest report within is not to be the end
of the story, at least as far as the com-
munity of Croxley Green is concerned. I
also am grateful to a past pupil who has
written an article on her memories, and
to Dr. Ferguson, for many years a G.P. in
the area, who has given permission to
print a letter he sent recently to the 'Wat-
ford Observer'.

* * *
Our thanks are offered as always to all
our contributors, and a wide variety of
these are represented. If any of you con-
sider that there is not enough variety,
why not write something yourself?

* * *
The last Residents' Walk was sparsely
attended, due probably to the weather,
but it was nonetheless enjoyable once
we got used to the mud! Unfortunately
Roger King will be leaving the district at
Easter, so will be unable to lead any more
walks. We wish him and his family hap-
piness in their new home, and hope he
finds good rambling there. We thank
Roger for his services to our Association,
both as distributor and 'walker'.

* * *
We are all aware of the Bottle Banks, and,
we hope, use them, but we must often

Please send letters, contributions
and advertisements to:

Mrs. S. Stagg
83. Links Way.

Croxley Green. Herts.
Telephone: Watford 35059.
by August 31st, if possible.



wish that we knew of places or people
able to recycle our other 'rubbish'. I
would like to compile a list for publication
in the' Resident', so local individuals and
organizations, pleasenote. Did you know
that the Scouts are once again collecting
newspapers, for example? Or that old
trading stamps and cigarette cards are
needed by the Holiday Homes Trust?

* * *
We are also considering doing a series of
interviews with Croxley residents, the
well-known and the not-so-well-known.
If YOU know someone who has had an
interesting life and who would not mind
talking to us, please let us know. We
have had a few suggestions already.

S. Stagg

P.S. Will you be coming to our A. G.M.?
Seepanel on front page for date and time.

DURRANTS -
OVER 100 YEARS OF HISTORY

This extract from "Durrents News" has
been published with kind permission of
Durrants PTA and Action Group.
Did you know that the history of Durrants
School can be traced back to 1875? The
school took its name from Simon Duraunt
who farmed here in 1278 on land pro-
bably handed down to him by William the
Conqueror. It is believed that he came
from Normandy and took his name from
a river called the Du Rance.

Durrants still exists as a family name
locally.

The School was first built on land given
by John Dickinson, who founded Crox-
ley Mills and also built All Saints Church
on the Green. It began with 120 children
at Yorke Road, where the original school
still stands, and grew over the years as
the area was developed. The present
main building was opened in 1939 by the
then Chairman of Hertfordshire County
Council and John Newsom, the Hertford-
shire County Education Officer, and was
considered to be the last word in school
design. In fact it was the last school to be
built before the war.

During the Second World War, Dur-
rants School accommodated two other
schools evacuated from London and in
1945 was already well established as a
hard-working forward-looking school.
G.C.E. successes are recorded from
1954 onwards. Pupils began to follow

.special courses in Engineering and Com-
merce and to take South-West Herts
Area Certificate examinations which
were the found-ation of todays C.S.E.
examinations.

Durrants was designated an all-ability
school in 1968 and the first' A' level suc-
cesses came quickly in 1970 since when
Durrants has maintained a high standard.
Many pupils have entered universities
and achieved notable success in many
fields.

High Standards. In Durrants 21st Year
exhibition to celebrate 21 years on the
present site, the Headmaster stated "It
can be fairly claimed that no child is
prevented from achieving what is possi-
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Proverbs 16, verse 20

Baptist Church, BaldwinsLane
Morning Worship: 9.30 a.m.
Family Service: 11.30 a.m. Secretary: R.L. Simpson
Evening Praise: 6.30 p.m. Telephone: Rick. 73481

Happy is the man who
puts his trust in the Lord

You are invited to worship at the

ble, according to ability and aptitude. If,
however, academic achievement and
examination success were to bethe aims
of the school, it would have failed in its
responsibility to the children, their
parents and the ratepayers. It is even
more important that schools should set
high standards of character, integrity,
courtesy and spiritual values - that there
should be preparation for satisfactory use
of leisure - an appreciation of Art, Music
and Literature - a willingness to give to
life and not just to get - physical fitness
and the knowledge of how to keep fit -
encouragement to choose well, right
from wrong, beauty from ugliness, the
unselfish from the selfish, the wish to
help others who are less fortunate, the
self-discipline that makes for true
happiness. r r

These principles still exist today. There
is every reason for us all to be as proud
of Durrants School now as he was then.

Hilary Parnell

THE FIGHT FOR DURRANTS SCHOOL

The autumn term had barely begun at
Durrants School, when a document
arrived from County Hall containing the
proposal that Durrants should
amalgamate with William PennSchool at
Mill End more than three miles away.
Parents of first year children were angry
that no mention has been made of this
before, second and third year parents
were concerned at the disruption likely to
be caused to their children's education
right in the middle of their school careers.
Fourth and fifth year children's parents
were worried about the effect of morale
at a time when their children were com-
ing up to '0' levels. 'A' level students,
already contemplating the most demand-
ing stage in their school careers, now
faced another hurdle. Teachers who had
faced the future with confidence, the
new Headmaster Mr. George, and new
caretaker Tom Magee, who had come
with such enthusiasm, now had to chan-
nel their efforts in a slightly different
direction. How, also, were parents of
children in the last year of junior school
supposed to make a choice? Not all Crox-
ley's children will get a place at
Rickmansworth School by any means.
What no-one could understand was why
Durrants? Children from Durrants have
gone to all the major universities and
polytechnics in the country. Ex-pupils
work in most of the major businesses in
Watford and the surrounding area. The
atmosphere of the school is a happy,
hardworking and above all a CARING
one, for which credit must go primarily to
the staff.

Immediately, plans were made to
dissuade Hertfordshire County Council

from putting this ill-conceived scheme in-
to operation.

A petition was started; parents and
pupils took it from house to house
throughout the catchment area (Croxley
Green, Sarratt, Chandlers Cross, and
West Watfordl, and from that time up to
Christmas, the number of people indicat-
ing that they wished Durrants to remain
in Croxley Green rose to over 6,000. The
local papers took the Durrants' cause to
heart and gave the campaign maximum
publicity.

On 16th October, members of the Dur-
rants PTA and-parents from Little Green
and Yorke Meade Schools met Richard
Page, our local M.P., to ask him to inter-
vene on our behalf. He listened with
some sympathy. It seemed that no-one
had realised the strength of feeling in the
community.

The meeting called by County Hall for
parents to air their views was a stormy
one. Mr. Cogan and Mr. Fisher were
questioned about the statistics upon
which the proposal were based. Local
residents condemned the effects they
were likely to have upon pupils and
demanded to know exactly how they
were to get children to school should the
William Penn site be chosen. It was
obvious that the support for a fight to re-
tain Durrants on its present site was
there. Even at that date, the petition
numbered 5000 + signatures.

Mrs. Moore, Head of Science at Dur-
rants, nominated those concerned in the
campaign for David Hamilton's Top Team
Award and this was read out on Radio 2
on November 22nd.

At Speech Day on November 25th, the
achievements of pupils were impressive.
Almost one quarter of schoolleavers had
5 or more '0' levels at grades A-C or
grade 1 CSE's to their credit. There was
a 100% pass rate for Sixth Form
chemists ...

The Action Committee, led by Peter
Frost, organised motorcades during
November to broadcast our message,
and on November 26th, Mr. John Pope,
a Durrants' teacher, and some pupils
took letters from every child at the School
and presented them to Mr. Fisher, Coun-
ty Education Officer.

On November 29th, at Westfield
School in West Watford, County Officials
heard the opposition to their plans to
change Westfield from a girls' to a co-
educational school. It was hoped by them
that this would be an alternative school
for Croxley's children after the merger
between Durrants and William Penn.

The Action Committee have published
a newsletter for circulation to County
Councillors and other interested parties.
It is available from the school and in-
terested members of the public are in-



vited to collect copies from there. Dona-
tions to help towards the cost of printing
the newsletter and to otherwise help the
fighting fund are very welcome.

Most of you will be aware that the pro-
posal to merge Durrants and William
Penn Schools has now been passed by
the Education Committee. The decision
has also been passed that the site should
be at Mill End and that the site here
should be gradually run down, starting in
September 1984.

The proposals still has to go in front of
the full County Council and after that, if
passed, appeal may be made to the
Secretary of State.

Disappointment and anger at the futi-
lity of the efforts of almost a whole com-
munity has been expressed in many
quarters. At a meeting at Durrants on
February 2nd, it was unanimously agreed
that the FIGHTMUST GO ON. It is not too
late to ensure that Durrants School re-
mains in its present situation to serve the
community of Croxley Greenand the sur-
rounding areas as it has done for the last
44 years on this site.

Hilary Parnell
Chairman, Durrants P.T.A.

MEMORIES OF DURRANTS

Letter to the Watford Observer from
Dr. Arthur Ferguson dated 4th February
1983.
Sir,

I have brought myself fully up to date
on the situation of the schools and the
correspondence in the Watford Observer
last two issues 28th January and 4th
February. I have also scrutinised your
two leading articles closely. May I say at
once that this letter is solely self-
motivated, and there is no political or
economic axe that I wish to grind on the
matter.

I was - War Service as an Army
Medical Officer excepted - thirty years
in Croxley Green as a general medical
practitioner from 1940 to 1970. So this
letter concerns one school only in the cur-
rent controversy, DURRANTS.

The School was only a quarter of a mile
from my surgery. Durrants School
opened in 1939 and I came to Croxley
Green the following year.

Over the several years I got to know
well the first two headmasters. These
were men of dedication to their profes-
sion and to their schools as I assessed
them. From time to time problems arose
which had medical aspects for the good
of the pupil concerned as well as educa-
tional. As needs be we quietly took on the
responsibility entailed and quite a few
problems were sorted out in a positive
and confidential manner. I also got to
know some members of the staff, and
indeed for several of them I was the
family doctor.

Perhaps most importantly of all over
the many years I went in and out of
hundreds of homes where the pupils
attended Durrants, I got to know the
parents and the pupils and they got to
know me. Good, responsible people, and

loyal to the school. All I have said gave
me a detached, and at times privileged
view of the Durrants School scene. The
influence of all this impressed me very
much, as Durrants increased in educa-
tionalstature, and I have no reason to
think that standards were not maintained
from 1970 to 1983.

Surely, surely, must all this be lost to
Croxley Green? I would hope not. In spite
of all the tangibles, there are all the in-
tangibles in living as I see it.

LETDURRANTS SCHOOLCONTINUE.
WITHOUT VISION THE PEOPLEPERISH.

Yours etc.
Arthur Ferguson

Grandfield Avenue, Watford.

THOUGHTS ON DURRANTS -
BY AN EX-PUPIL

Durrants has come a long way since I
was there in the 50's. I remember step-
ping down from the coach which brought
me home from Cuffley Camp to be told
that I had not passed the eleven-plus, so
to Durrants I was going.

That was alright; my sister was there
already, and of 'course my mother
assured me it was no disgrace. There
were one or two tears though from other
children who felt that it was.

It is different now. You go there
because you and your parents choose for
you to go there. No longer do you have
to struggle from 1Bto 1A before you can
learn French; you can learn it to a greater
or lesser degree while you continue your
struggle with the three R's, and go to
France for the day - yippee!

Mr. Rule taught fencing in the 50's -
weren't we lucky? But now you can
swim too (or learn to), right there, and do
gymnastics, basketball, rugby, and
hockey, as well as the old favourites net-
ball and football. My children use the old
gym, converted to a drama centre now,
and they choose their lunch from a
delicious menu in the canteen. If they
work hard they can do a sixth form
course at Durrants; in my day you had to
hope that the Grammar School would
accept you out of the Durrants fifth form.

We used to have an athletics match
against William Penn each summer - it
was fun. I can't remember who won each
year, but I do remember one hot summer
day in Mill End. The day's races were just
finished; the brewing storm was break-
ing, with lightning streaking down the
sky. I was scared, struggling with those
odd metal hurdles back across the field.
Then the warm rain splashed down on
my bare arms ... like the tears of frustra-
tion now as "they" decide whether to
close my children's school.

Gillian Higgins

Humour is the vent that lets the hot air
out of a stuffed shirt.

* * *
Some excuses are akin to trying to put

toothpaste back in the tube.

MAN OF MANY PARTS

"Hello Boyo" a rich Welsh baritone voice
would ring out across the street, and
without looking I would knowthat God-
frey Cornwall was greetin~ me. In
January a great loss was suffered by
Croxley Green and indeed by the whole
of this part of Hertfordshire. After some
time of poor health a man who was
renowned for his wit, knowledge and
ability as a raconteur died and is mourned
by us all.

Godfrey Cornwall, escaping from the
effects of the Depression, came to his
adopted homeland from a mining village
in South Wales. His first job in
Rickl1lansworth was on the privately
owned dustcart which at that time was
drawn by horse. One day a discarded
piano was tied to the back of the dustcart
and with his mate at the keys Godfrey
burst into operatic song. So was born the
legend of the "singing dustmen".
Municipalisation followed with less
opportunity for eccentricity, but a lively
mind needed stimulation and Godfrey
studied to become the expert we all
loved.

His interests were legion, including
microscopy, photography and that for
which he is best known, local history. His
daughter, Valerie, a teacher whose
specialisation is botany, once told me
"Father knows more than me." He was
a self-taught man whose knowledge was
never pedantic or overbearing because of
the wit and humour with which it was
imparted.

His local knowledge was put to great
use during the Second World War when
he was head warden of the Civil Defence
in Croxley Green and his love of people
was shown in his work in the "rates
office" in later years until his "retire-
ment" in 1971.

Anyone who has listened to a lecture
or been on a guided tour led by him,
around Moor Park Mansion, the Tithe
Barn or Rickmansworth will know that
Godfrey's history was about people and
was liberally sprinkled with anecdotes,
showing his healthy disrespect for
authority in all shapes and forms.

To Sybil his wife, Valerie his daughter,
her husband BrianSaunders (also a native
of Croxley Green) and grandchildren
Nigel and Sian, we send our love and
thanks for everything that Godfrey meant
to us all. John T. Hedges.

IAN TURFFREY
WATCH AND CLOCKREPAIRER

* MECHANICAL & QUARTZ
* 7-1 o DAY SERVICE
* 1 YEAR GUARANTEE
* WATCH BATTERIES STOCKED
* STRAPS & BRACELETS

6a Scots Hill, Croxley Green, Herts.
Telephone: Rickmansworth 776987
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WE SPECIALISE
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 25 YEARS

EMERGENCY

GUARANTEED
WORK

ELECTRICAL
REPAIRS

FITTINGS & EQUIPMENT
GOLD PLATED ..••••••• --- •••

PLUMBING

SERVICES cc,

HEATING

SOLAR
HEATING

Wat.26666
. INSTALLATIONS

....---I~ MAINTAINANCE
REPAIRS

24 HOUR SERVICE

BATHS
RE·ENAMELED

ANTIQUE PLUMBING
AND HEATING,
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

ELECTRICAL
BREAKDOWNS

DRAIN
REPAIRS

WORTH ~IF YOU LIVE IN CROXLEY GREEN AND GIVE ONE OF THESE

LEAFLETS TO OUR ENGINEER ON COMPLETION OF ANY WORK CARRIED OUT

ON YOUR PREMISES. (CASH PAYMENTS ONLY). VALID FOR THE YEAR 1983.

NOT TOO SOON, WE DON'T WANT A RUSH!!
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FOOTPATH CLOSURE

The pathway through Croxley Hill site is
now barricaded both at Croxley Moor and
Cassiobridge. I have visited the planners
at Three Rivers Council offices and talked
to councillors by telephone in an effort to
convince them that there is still a legal
right-of-way through the Mill site. The
only reply is: "There is no footpath, it is
not on the definitive map!"

There is much evidence to support the
claim that the footpath existed and still
exists. It is shown on Ordnance Survey
maps, there are still various signs and
research by the late Godfrey Cornwall
substantiated its existence. A report in
the Watford Observer in May 1981 refers
to this report and the planners reactions,
I quote: "The right appears to be still valid
and Three Rivers planners are looking into
the details."

Planning Officer Paul Lowe believes
that if necessary the right can be pre-
served by the Green Belt wedge travers-
ing the site or by a public footpath
through an amenity strip proposed
alongside the canal. I am now advised
that a need must be proved and I believe
this could now be the last chance to
preserve the right-of-way.

At 75 years of age, I am not really the
right person to fight this closure, I doubt
very much that I shall be able to walk
through the Mill pathway at the present
rate of clearance but I have for many
years envisaged a pathway along the
Gade as there is along the Chess. Could
I appeal to any interested person to come
forward and declare their interest by
stating in writing, that they would
welcome a footpath through the Mill site
to Cassio Bridge? Unless a good number
of people show that they would be in-

DONT DESPAIR
WE WILL REPAIR

YOUR

HOOVER ~HOTPOINT
... and most other makes of Washing Machine,

Vacuum Cleaner and Tumble Dryers.

Sales and Service on New and Reconditioned machines

Phone EURAFLOOR, Watford 24578
WINTON APPROACH, CROXLEY GREEN

~~;:,~ANSWORTHSTRATA INSET OPEN TUES.-SAT.
9 am - 5 pm

CRAFTSMEN JEWELLERS
6 Scots Hill, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire

• WE DESIGNAND MAKE INDIVIDUAL PIECESOF JEWELLERY ONTHE PREMISES.
• OUR DESIGNER/JEWELLERSCAN HELPYOU TURN YOUR OWNIDEAS INTO A

FINISHED ITEM.
• WECAN REMODELYOUR OLD JEWELLERY INTO

EXCITING NEWDESIGNS.
• WE HAVE A UNIQUE RANGE OF OUR EXCLUSIVE

JEWELLERY ON DISPLAY IN OURSHOWROOM.

WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN:
• VALUATIONS AND REPAIRS.
• STONEMOUNTING.
• IDENTIFICATION OF COLOUREDSTONED

AND DIAMONDS.
• MATCHINGWEDDING/ENGAGEMENTSUITES.
• HAND ENGRAVINGTAKEN.

On 2.4.82 at a public meeting called by
the Three Rivers District Council, it was
agreed to establish a Conservation Area
Committee as an advisory body
representing the general public. Subse-
quently, after asking interested local
organisations to each nominate a
representative, The Friends of the Green
called the inaugural meeting of the Crox-
ley Green Conservation Area Committee
on 15.9.82. The Committee consists of
one representative each from:

Croxley Green Residents' and
Ratepayers' Association
Croxley Green Society
Copthorne Residents' Association
Highfields Residents' Association
Croxley Green Commoners
All Saints Church P.C.C.
Durrants School
Rickmansworth School

terested enough to use such a footpath
then this right will be lost forever.

I would point out that although people
are able to walk along the canal towpath,
this is not a public footpath any more
than the walk along the old railway line
from Moor Lane crossing to Batchworth,
both are privileges that can be taken
away at any time.

Would anv'one interested please write
to any committee member of the Cr'oxley
Green Residents' and Ratepayers'
Association or to me at 7, Frankland
Road, Croxley Green.

A.J. (Alf) Hedges

PAUL ROBINSON MEMORIAL

Further to the article in the last issue
regarding the Paul Robinson Memorial
Fund, the result, especially in the last few
days, has been encouraging. Quite a few
individual donations have been received
and some from organisations and
societies, but it is anticipated there will
be more to come from that kind of source
when the A.G.M.s are held.

Acknowledgements of subscribers will
be published in the next issue of the
'Resident' .

As stated, the object of the appeal is
to site a seat outside the Community
Centre. Since this was published the
possibility of vandalism has cropped up,
even though that has decreased a great
deal in that area since the Centre was
organised.

It has been suggested that a com-
memorative seat could be placed inside
the foyer of the Centre, which, subject to
planning permission, is to be renovated.
This would be a longer term project than
anticipated but would certainly be safer.
Any comments?

Donations will still be most gratefully
received and can be handed into either of
the Doctors' Surgeries at 166, New Road
and 268a, Baldwins Lane, or by post to:
45 HAGDEN LANE, WATFORD, HERTS.
addressed to THE PAUL ROBINSON
MEMORIAL FUND.

Further information can be obtained by
telephoning WATFORD 34712 (evenings
only).

LOOKING AFTER THE GREEN
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and three representatives from the
Friends of the Green.

The aims of the Committee are:
1) To act as an advisory body for liaison
with Three Rivers District Council.
2) To monitor the achievement of aims
expressed in the District Plan insofar as
it concerns the Croxley Green Conserva-
tion area.
3) To make such recommendations and
proposals as the Committee may deem
desirable:

i) for the protection of the area
ii) to prevent deterioration and
undesirable development and
changes that might detract from the
character of the area.

Your representative from the C.G.R.R.A.
is Pally Burdis, who is eagerly waiting to
hear and report on all your hopes and
fears for the Green. The Conservation
Committee plans to meet at least four
times a year, but in addition an Action
Group of four people (including me) has
been formed. This is to enable instant
representation, carrying the weight of the
Conservation Committee, to be made
concerning such things as vandalism,
damage to trees, public furniture, etc.
This is in no way to discourage anyone
from making the appropriate telephone
call to the T.R.D.C., but I would much
appreciate being given the chance to do
so also, if only to justify my part in the
Action Group!

Please let me know your views, how
you feel about the Green, the things you
like and the things which make you
unhappy. Tell us how you think the Con-
servation Area Committee can serve the
Green.

We care - as we are sure that you
care. So let's make sure the right people
know how much. Polly Burdis

17 New Road, Rick. 770599

THE N.F.O.A.P.A. IN CROXLEY GREEN

The new Secretary of the Croxley Green
Branch of the National Federation of Old
Age Pensioners Associations is Mr.
Norman Cherrill of 10 Bateman Road,
Croxley Green - Tel: Rick. 774285. He
succeeds Mr. V.H. Barton who is moving
to Cheshire with his wife, Mrs. O. Barton,
who was the Branch Vice-Chairman.

The Croxley Green Branch has over
450 members and members' monthly
meetings are held in the Red Cross Cen-
tre, the Branch being part of a nationwide
Federation of over forty years standing.
The N.F.O.A.P.A. is widely recognised as
a consultative body and expresses the
views of its members through its publica-
tion "The Pensioners' Voice". The
number of pensioners in the United
Kingdom (not only senior citizens) is
growing every day to something
approaching ten million. Although the
Organisation is non-party and unsec-
tarian it is clearly a force to be reckoned
with in local and national elections; it
strives to secure equal treatment for all
its members throughout the length and
breadth of the land. N Ch "11orman ern
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"WIRELESS" MAN

A quiet, un-assuming man who was
nevertheless an integral part of Croxley
Green died at the end of January.
Douglas "Doug" Toms ran the local elec-
trical shop and specialised in radio when
it was known as "the Wireless" and my
earliest recollection is of taking the
accumulator to him to be charged.
Always pleasant, generous and ready to
help he was never out to make a fortune,
but all long time residents of Croxley
Green will remember him with affection.
For many years he supplied the 'sound'
at the Revels and in later years after his
retirement he still arranged this side of
the celebrations.

To the "Wireless" man and his family
we say thank you.

John T. Hedges

NINE MONTHS' LABOUR

Having been Secretary of the Association
for ten months it seems a logical time to
see what has been achieved and what
still remains to be done. There is a new
litter bin at the top of the Mill Hill but most
of the litter seems to be left at the bottom
of the hill or in the woods. There should
be a new seat and hopefully a bus shelter
at Cassiobridge in the near future, in the
meantime be careful not to fall over the

CROXLEY T.V. VIDEO
SERVICE

146 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Tel: RICKMANSWORTH 73997

SALES SERVICE
RENTAL

angle irons still in the pavement! We sup-
ported the Links Way residents in their
effort to close Rousebarn Lane, which
ironically has now been spoilt for all time
by one local landowner marking the Year
of the Tree in his own way. Repair work
has now begun on the log palisade wall
on Scots Hill and thanks to an agreement
between local Estate Agents and Three
Rivers Council, "For Sale" boards no
longer festoon the areas of the Highfield
and Mayfare estates. We still have the
problems of motor cyclists on the Moor,
roadside flower sellers and rubbish
dumping but with the help of the relevant
authorities, we are confident these can
and will be resolved. We also need the
help and support of the residents to make
Croxley Green a better place to live and
work in. We want to hear from you,
otherwise my typewriter will be
redundant.

J.A. Bunce

R.J.COLE
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

DELIVERED DAILY

206 New Road, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth 779874

JOSEPHINE'S
127 NEW ROAD

CROXLEY GREEN,
Telephone: RICKMANSWORTH 72831

EMU WOOL - BABY TOYS - ZIPS
HABERDASHERY - BUTTONS -
BABY AND CHILDREN'S CLOTHES

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT BABY CLOTHES

· .. locally fitted by experts with
years' experience in the area.
• Slim windows at a slim price!
• Combat condensation
• No rotting, warping or fading
• Draught and weather proofed to

servere rating - keeps you really
warm - reduces your heating
bills!

• 10-year guarantee
• N .. . h Big range of

o painting w atsoever styles "opening out"
• Eye catching, brilliant white as well as "tilt and turn"

• No timber subframes. SHOWROOMS OPEN
• Windows, doors and patio doors 9 A.M.-5 P.M.

MANUFACTURED IN OUR OWN FACTORY IN WATFORD TO BSI
SEVERE RATING

laiERariBMIED LTD. ~

Combidur L.:J
245 New Road. Crolley G..... Tel. Riclonensworth 770500 / 772975



3 New Parade, The Green, Croxley Green
Telephone: RICKMANSWORTH 775044

C.V.B.A.

The Chess Valley Bridleways Association
was formed in 1973 after a horse was
killed in Rousebarn Lane. An 800
signature petition was presented to the
Council to close Rousebarn Lane, which
hopefully may now happen thanks to
renewed pressure from local residents.
The C.V. B.A. represents those riders
who do not ride roughshod over other
users of the local countryside, do not
gallop on the Green or churn up Croxley
Hall Woods and are as incensed by the
actions of irresponsible riders in this area
as are the local residents. The C.V.B.A.
needs new members and there are a lot
of horse ownerlriders in the Croxley
Green area who could support the
Association; if you want to join ring Judy
Hill on Kings Langley 69213.

J.A. Bunce

COLLECTORS NEEDEDFOR
RED CROSS WEEK

RedCross volunteers are always on hand
to help wherever there is a need in the
community, whether it is providing first
aid cover at a local event, or carrying a
whole host of vital services for the sick
disabled or frail elderly. '

But Red Cross Week is coming up in
May and that is a very special time of the
year when Croxley Green Red Cross
members could do with some help
themselves.

Raising enough cash during the Week
is almost imperative for keeping the work
of the Red Cross going throughout the
year - work that is invaluable and from
which so many benefit. Croxley's Red
Cross organiser: Mrs. F. Samuels,
desperately needs more collectors to
help. Red Cross Week is 2-8 May 1983
and she can be contacted on
Rickmansworth 774460. Offers of help
from people, even if only able to spare an
hour or two, will be most gratefully
received.

From Herts. Red Cross Bulletin.

Tel: RICKMANSWORTH 7740741775922

CRESCENT CARS
TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE

AIRPORTS - LONDON STATIONS
OUR SPECIALITY

PRIVATE PARCELS DELIVERY

160 Watford Road
Croxley Green,
Herts. WD3 3BZ

RADIO
CONTROLLED CARS

Knitting Wool and General Haberdashery

Prints and Pape rs

Dry Cleaning and Shoe Repairs

ROAD SAFETY REPORTS

The Croxley Green Road Safety Commit-
tee meets regularly to consider all
aspects of road safety in the area and
consults with the Police and other public
bodies as often as needs be.

Many requests have been made to the
Committee to consider the crossroads
where Baldwins Lane meets Links Way
and Winton Drive, which undoubtedly is
a danger area where there were at least
two slightly injured and two seriously
injured casualties in 1982. Unfortunately
there is no suitable site for a pedestrian
crossing and there is no simple solution.
Any real improvement in road safety
would involve considerable expenditure
of money which is out of the question
during the present recession and pro-
bably impossible at any time.

The problems of the junction of The
Green with the Watford Road by All
Saints' Church do not seem any nearer a
solution. In 1981 a mini roundabout was
promised within the financial year but it
has not materialised and is now way
down the priority list. On closer examina-
tion of the letter bearing the 'Good News'
it was found to be dated April 1st. No
comment! If you have a problem
concerning road safety, please contact a
member of the Committee.

Dr. P. Pitt Rick. 778544
(Chairman)
Miss K. Raggett
(Treasurer)
Mrs. M. Morriss
(Secretary)
Mr. R. D'Arcy
Mr. M. Harris
Mr. M. Humphreys
Mr. J. Marsden
Councillor B. Stagg
Mr. R. Willoughby
Mr. J. Pope of
Durrants School.

Rick. 772205

Wat.20013

Rick. 775909
Rick. 779747
Wat.25703
Rick. 772747
Wat.35059
Rick. 771195

Dr. P. Pitt

CROXLEY REVELS, 1983

The date to reserve in your diaries is June
18th. As in previous years, Mrs. A. Mid-
dleton, 60 Beechcroft Avenue, would like
you to contact her if your organization
wishes to enter a float and/or take a stall
on the Green.

Concern was expressed by some
visitors last year that so many of the
stalls involved 'gambling' or games of
chance - maybe this year there will be
a greater variety of stalls to be seen. I
know that one thing we are a/I hoping for
is better weather this year, speaking from
bitter experience. The plastic coverings
were quite adequate until a channel
formed in them and a torrent of rainwater
shot down one's neck!

SCOUTING IN CROXLEY GREEN

There has been a Scout Group in Croxley
Green for many years, in fact we
celebrated our Golden Jubilee in 1978.

We have three Cub packs, which meet
on a Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
evening; two Scout troops which meet
on a Wednesday and Friday evening and
a Venture Scout-Ranger Guide unit which
meets after the Cub pack on a Thursday,
altogether comprising about 180 people.
There is also the Holiday Homes Trust,
which is a fellowship of people having an
interest in scouting with the support of
the Scouts Association, committed to
providing holiday accommodation for
families with handicapped members. The
Group has a Supporter's Association of
parents and friends who help to raise
funds and look after the maintenance of
Scout Headquarters.

There is a long waiting list of boys who
want to join Cub Scouts. We have a very
successful and well-equipped Group
which has set and maintained a very high
standard, and has unquestionably
brought the benefits of Scouting to the
youth of Croxley Green.

During the last 12 months, owing to
pressure of work outside Scouting and
people moving away, we have lost the
service of about half of our leaders and
adult help, and though we have a numbe
of young leaders in training, we are ask
ing for more adult help. Maybe you are an
ex-Scout or Guide or Scouter, or just
someone who would be willing to give
some of your spare time to help a worthy
cause. No experience is required, though
a sense of humour helps, as does a liking
for working as part of a team. The sole
reward is the satisfaction of working with
and helping young people.

If you feel you would like to help in any
way, or would like to know more, please
come along and see us at the Scout Hall,
Watford Road or contact me, the Group
Scout Leader, Gerald Thomas, 14 Rich-
mond Way. Tel. Watford 35076.

G. Thomas

MORE SAGE AND FUNNIONS

If your new improved drug is not work-
ing, maybe you have a new improved
bug.

Democracy's system of counting
heads is preferable to breaking them.

When the unexpected happens, it
usually happens when it is least
expected.

Anyone who can read should never try
to clear an attic of old souvenirs.

From Bob's archives

Ed.

STAGE TWO
PARTY AND DISCO CENTRE

197 Warlord Road,
Croxley Green

"All your party needs"
Watford 44822
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D. MACLEAN

202A Watford Road
Croxley Green

Rickmansworth, Herts.

Telephone: Watford 26567

Glass Merchants
Glazing Contractors
Aluminium, Windows & Doors
Double Glazing Specialists

MAC-CUFFlEY
Dry Cleaners

54 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
(Next to Esso Garage)

Complete repair and Dry Cleaning Service.
Our Dry Cleaning is the cheapest.

Why travel to pay more?

G. W. Hunt & Son

Family Grocers and Provision Merchants

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE

12 Scots Hill, Croxley Green

Telephone: Rickmansworth 772127

SAFETY ALARM SYSTEMS LIMITED
117 New Road, Croxley Green.

Rickmansworth 775099/775575

24-hour radio-controlled service
01-4608264

Burglar alarms, door and window locks
supplied and installed

Free Estimates
CALLERS WELCOME

THE TRAVELLING
GRAMOPHONE COMPANY

The Best Name in Travelling Discos

Telephone: WATFORD 30789

JAMES EVETT
190 Watford Road, Croxley Green

Telephone: Watford 40921
305 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green

Telephone: Rick. 774559 (H. Willoughby)
FULLY SELF-SELECTION

Suppliers to the Discerning since 1927

FOR ALL FRUIT,
SALAD AND VEGETABLES

Also in Watford Market

PKVideo PKVideo If it's

ELECTRICAL
Lighting, Sockets, Cookers, Garages,

Extensions, etc.

R. Walker, 1 Harvey Road, Croxley Green
Telephone: Rickrnansworth 776318

"The Handyman's Shop" Tel. Rick. 775697

P. BECKFORD Ltd.
307 BALDWINS LANE,

CROXLEY GREEN
Timber, Hardboard and Mouldings

Ironmongery and Tools Domestic Hardware
Garden Requisites Key Cutting

Electrical Accessories Glass cut to size
Stockists of High Class Decorating Materials
Agents for Crown, I.CI., Melody, Sanderson

and Shand Kydd Wallpapers

PK VIDEO FILMS
322a ST. AlBANS ROAD, WATFORD
also at CROXLEY VIDEO SERVICE

VHSandBetamax
Large selection of popular films. Only £40 life
membershipwith £2 per exchange.No time limit.

Localdeliveryservicefree of charge.
Special membership concessions at the Croxley

shop.

Watford 40907, 12 noon until8pm.

PLUMBING HEATING
24 HOUR SERVICE

EMERGENCY!
SERVICES Co.

WATFORD26666
ELECTRICAL DRAINS

WEllER HillI HUBBlE
Estate Agents, Auctioneers, Surveyors and Valuers. Established 1862.

162 Watford Road, Croxley Green. Telephone: Rickmansworth 774734/5
15 Church Street, Rickmansworth. Telephone: Rickmansworth 775232

Head Office
'Monmouth House', 99 The Parade, High Street, Watford WD 1 1LT.

Telephone Watford 23372
Other Offices at: Abbots Langley, Amersham, Bricket Wood, Bushev, Chesham,

Chorleywood, Garston, Northwood, Oxhey and Pinner.

175 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Telephone: Rickmansworth 772171

Petit Roque limited
5a New Road, Croxley Green.

Rickmansworth 720968/779291

=.=.• ==-.-

FREE EXPERT ADVICE TO All VISITORS

HAIR STYLIST

45 Baldwins lane
Croxley Green.

Telephone: Watford 22485

TYSONS HARDWARE
(Proprietor: T.R. Tvsonl

143-154 NEW ROAQ, CROXLEY GREEN
Electrical Plumbing
Houseware Paints
Timber Wallpaper
Hardboard Paraffi n
Garden Equipment Pet Foods

DELIVERY SERVICE

TELEPHONE: RICKMAN$WORTH 720625

A.DICKINSON
& CO.

REGISTERED PLUMBERS
and

HEA T1NG ENGINEERS

64a Valley Walk, Croxley Green
WATFORD 20819
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