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Historic Facts of Croxley Green
By R. W. INNOCENT.

Croxley Green seems to have been a settlement of some
sort since early times, but its history until almost modern times
is practically unknown. If that old sarsen stone by the Church
Hall could speak, it might tell of mighty doings in the past,
or (what is more interesting) of ordinary doings of ordinary
people who lived near it. But it remains silent, and so we are
driven to search about among scanty records, and to consult
Cussans and Clutterbuck, the county historians, and the
Victoria History of the Counties of England. Unfortunately
they do not tell us very much of the early history of the place.

There is a reference to a certain Richard de Croxley in the
records of St. Albans Abbey, I believe. He was a man who
held a knight’s fee of the Abbey of St. Albans in 1166, and
another mention of Richard de Croxley (perhaps the same man,
or his son) occurs in 1210. I have not seen the actual record,
so cannot say how Croxley is spelt. In the Red Book of the
Exchequer Croxley 1s mentioned as Crokesleya and this spelling
occurs frequently until 1280, along with various spellings
Crokeslege and Crockesleye. There is a reference to Crokes-
leigrene in 1349, and this spelling seems to have been in vogue
till 1396. In 1556 Croxley is called Croxleyhall meade, but by
1750 this had become Crosley Green. This spelling was
retained apparently until about 1820.

In ‘“ The Place Names of Hertfordshire,” published by
the English Place Name Society, the derivation of Croxley is
given thus, “ Croc’s clearing,”” though Cussans says that the
family of Creke or Croke held a manor here of the Cellarer of
the Abbey of St. Albans. He says that this family gave its
name to the village. Actually, of course, the Saxon Crox may
have been the ancestor of the mediaeval Crokes. Chenies and
Latimer were given their names by families of the same names
who were local landowners.

We cannot, I think, flatter ourselves that primitive man
honoured Croxley with his presence except perhaps on his hunt-
ing expeditions. Until Roman times at least the valleys of the
Thames and its tributaries were heavily forested and the
haunt of bears and wolves. Primitive man did not dwell here,
ashe preferred the shelter of caves in which to make his perma-
nent home. It seems that as man learned to use stone tools
he became a dweller on the downlands and hills. It is interest-
g to note, too, that as men became skilled in the knowledge
and use of metals they seem to have lived chiefly on the hills,
as, for example, at Maiden Castle in Dorset. In every county
in the British Tsles almost there are stone-circles, Cromlechs,
standing stones, tumuli, camps and other signs of habitation,
and these are almost without exception on high eround, as on
Dartmoor, in the Chilterns, on the Cotswolds, in Wales, Derby-
shire and in Scotland. ;

But like King Charles’s head the Croxley stone comes in
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again. It is as I have said, a Sarsen, and one of the circles at
Stonehenge is composed of Sarsens. The late Alfred Watkins
of Shrewsbury made a special study of similar stones in the
counties Shropshire, Radnor and Herefordshire, and his con-
clusion was that they marked important junctions of track-
ways. He also found a number of place names with “‘Scot’’
in them frequently near trackways. Our stone is not far from
the brow of Scots Hill.

Personally, T am of the opinion that the Croxley stone
marks the junction of two trackways. One of these, I believe,
kept to the high ground on the Copthorne side of the Chess,
through Micklefield Green and on to the Sarratt Camp over-
looking Belsize before going on to Bovingdon and Berkham-
sted Castle, which like many castles rose on much earlier earth-
works. Continuing South-South-Eastwards, this track seems
to have crossed the Colne and gone on to Eastcote and Northolt
te cress the Thames in the region of Brentford ‘where Casar
15 said to have crossed the river).

The other part of the ‘“Cross’’ may have been a trackway
coming out of the marshy Colne Valley (an almost impassable
swamp in Winter from Park Street to Uxbridge within living
memory). Watkins had an idea that the ‘‘Scot’ part of the
name in “‘Scotland’s End,"” ““Scots Hill’’ and so on had some-
thing to do with fire. (A garden-bonfire in Gloucestershire is
still a “‘scoutch’’-fire.) Certainly some sort of beacon would
be essential to travellers crossing such a marsh if they were to
find their way at all.  Perhaps that beacon was at the top of
Scots Hill.

In a way it is a pity that we cannot say definitely very
much about the past history of Croxley Green. Yet the very
fact that so little is known about the place adds zest to the
pursuit of knowledge about it. Perhaps one day we shall be
1n a position to know a little more definitely the place of Crox-
ley Green in history as more research with local records is
carried on, or perhaps a chance discovery of ancient remains in
field or garden will lead to more exact knowledge of other folk
who lived at Croxley Green.

R. W. INNOCENT.

* * *

?
L]
(Answer to problem on page 2)

A witness cannot take any benefit under a Will. The same
applies to husband or wife of a witness who also is not entitled
to take any benefit under a Will. The fact that he was
appointed sole executor did not invalidate the bequest.

If you make a Will bear this important point in mind.
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The Chairman’s Letter

THE COUNCIL ELECTIONS.—Let me, on behalf of your
Committee, thank those who worked so hard and those who
voted for our nominees at the recent Council elections. The
record poll and the overwhelming vote of confidence have proved
to the Committee that its efforts during the past months and the
programme briefly outlined for the future have the support of
Croxley Green as a whole.

Whatever others who have gathered an entirely wrong con-
ception of the thought and wishes of Croxley may say, the
policy of the Association in uniting aZ/ Croxley Green residents
15 a good one. The encouragement of parochialism and local
patriotism—at least until we have given Croxley its right place
in Urban District affairs—will, we are convinced, be beneficial
to the whole. We would assure the older residents of Croxley
Green that none of the Committee or elected Councillors looks
upon the result as a victory for the new over the old. We feel
that the vote was the expression of dissatisfaction, not with the
Councillors who lost their seats but with the treatment of Crox-
ley by the Rickmansworth U.D.C. as a whole. The Council
realises that to many of us Croxley Green is our dormitory, but
thizy have made a mistake in thinking that we are always
asleep.

A grave responsibility has been given to our nominees, but
we are sure that Councillors Cooper and Whittall will keep
guard over our interests to the best of their ability. They are
keeping in close touch with us.

MEMBERSHIP.—We have enrolled another 100 members,
making our membership approximately 500, as a result of the
first few weeks of our mass-campaign. Members of the Com-
mittee are, house by house and road by road, covering the whole
of Croxley. Are we too optimistic in aiming to reach a 1,000
membership? If our present members will speak to others
about their Association and the ‘‘Argus,” we feel confident that
we shall succeed. There are many things we shall be able to do
on the Social-side when we have finished our canvass. How-
ever, our main object is to speak with the voice of 1,000 when we
find it necessary to speak.

OUR SECOND YEAR commenced on July Ist and subscrip-
tions of two shillings are due from those members who have not
recently joined. We have no hesitation in asking for a renewal
of membership, as we are confident that the establishment of
the Association as a permanent thing is in itself ‘‘value for the
money.””  The service we have rendered the ratepayers as a
whole in impressing upon the Council—rather forcibly at times
perhaps but nevertheless efficiently—that Croxley Green is alive
is one that could only be given by an Association such as ours.
We have by no means achieved total success in all that we have
taken up, nor have we exhausted the many items which should
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be adjusted. There is much still to be done, and our future
success will depend upon the support we can attract. Please
send your subscriptions either direct to our Acting Treasurer—
Mr. F. C. Tollit of 160, Baldwins Lane—or to any of the Com-
mittee members whose addresses are given at the beginning of
this magazine.

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held in September,
details and the Balance Sheet will be sent to all paid members.

OPEN FORUM.—It is our hope that readers will express their
views in this magazine—pointedly and briefly—and the policy
of the Association will thus be adjusted from time to time to
keep in step with the wishes of Croxley Green. Individual
opinions in themselves do not necessarily indicate public
opinion, but a steady stream of letters expressing views will
enable us to judge what our members are thinking. Your letter
may not be published but it will be brought before the Commit-
tee for their consideration. Please remember that this is your
Association and your views—or your apathy—will influence the
Comunittee.

THE CROXLEY TRADERS.—We have established contact
with the Croxley Traders, and, after full discussion with some
of their representatives, we hope to be able to assist in the en-
couragement of ‘‘Croxley Shopping.”” We shall send you
further details at a later date, but in the meantime may we sug-
gest to those who at present do all their shopping elsewhere that
you give the Croxley Traders a trial. It is not entirely their
fault that there is no Croxley shopping centre; this is but one
of the results of the bad town-planning of Rickmansworth
U.D.C. Watford’s shopping has grown with the town, but
Rickmansworth and District shopping is still in almost the
same state of non-development as before the increase in residen-
tial buildings. The purchasers are therefore drawn to the one
and not the other in spite of the distance.

There are, however, sufficient shops—though spread about
—to serve all our needs, and it but requires the co-operation of
the shopkeepers and the shoppers to establish shopping in Crox-
ley. The local tradesmen in many cases can give you quicker
service, and we feel sure that if you will but give them the hope
of better trade they will grasp the opportunity, increase the
variety and extent of their stocks, and mutually benefit them-
selves and you. We cannot expect them to stock their shops
satisfactorily when our purchases are small and spasmodic.

Those who advertise in our magazine have made its issue
a possibility—they have already rendered us a service therefore,
and we hope that when we are able to work out a scheme to
prepare for ‘“‘more and better shopping in Croxley’ the resi-
dents will do their part.

N. P. PARROTT.
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Quinquennial Revaluation

By CouNciLLOR W. H. PRICE (Secretary, North Watford
Ratepayers’ Association).

Two long words. Two unattractive words. Perhaps
that is why the significance they have recently acquired has
been overlooked by so many hundreds of thousands of rate-
payers.

But put them into more everyday language and they now
mean ‘‘ INCREASED PAYMENTS BY RATEPAYERS.”

In pursuance of the Rating and Valuation Act of 1923,
rating authorities throughout the country are preparing new
valuation lists for your property, to operate in 1941.

These new lists will increase your assessments.

That is a sweeping forecast into the future, but I make it
without reference to cards, a crystal, or any other paraphernalia
of the professional prophet.

The Minister of Health has instructed rating authorities
to make new valuation lists, basing the assessments on the
formula contained in the Agt, which lays it down that the gross
value of a dwelling house (whether it be owner occupied, con-
trolled, a Council house, or a house let in the ordinary way) is
to be the ANNUAL EXCLUSIVE RENTAL VALUE if
such house were rented in an open market. In case you doubt
whether this formula would be actually put into operation—
having in mind present-day rents—let me remind you that the
Central Valuation Committee (which is a body set up by the
Minister to ensure that assessments throughout the country are
uniform) has informed rating authorities that “‘abnormal’’ or
““famine’’ rents do not now exist and valuations are, therefore,
to be made in accordance with the requirements of the Act.
Further, legal decisions have been given that the actual rent
produced (or produceable) must be the basis on which assess-
ments are to be fixed.

Let a hypothetical case show the dangers ahead of
you:

A house rated to-day at £25 nett, say £32 gross, is
letting at anything from £1 to A1 5s. per week, exclusive
of rates. Assume the half-way figure of £1 2s. 6d.

The new assessment value of that house becomes 52 x
£1 2s. 6d. = £58 10s. gross and £46 nett.
This gives an increased assessment of 849,.

I agree that your local authority only needs a certain sum
of money per annum to carry out their municipal duties but if,
knowing that, vou imagine your rate poundage will be brought
down so that you pay .no more money in rates to-morrow than
you do to-day, I must disillusion you. Based on the definite
fact that whilst yowr assessment might increase by 849, in the
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