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The Orders to bring mobilisation into operation were received at I7.45 hours
on the 3Ist August, 1939, September and lasted until I2.05 hours.

September, 1959 - 5 alerts.

October, 1959 - No alerts. On 4th Octoker one woman in Croxley Green was
wounded by machine gun bullets when a stray harrage halloon was keing shot down
at about II.00 hours.

November. 1939 to May. I940. - No sirens were sounded officially but the siren
was twice sounded by mistake, once when the man on siren watch was deceived by a
lorry grinding up Scots Hill and once when a teat was being made.

June, 1940. - One siren.

July, 1940 - No sirens.

August. 1940 - 27 sirens. On the 27th August during the I4th alert of the
month hombs were dropped in the Northwood Air Raid Precautions district and four
houses in the Rickmansworth Urban District were damaged. No casualties were
caused. On the 28th August during the I6th alert of the month 9 H.E. bombs were
dropped across Moor Park Golf Courses. No damage was caused but the Home Guards on
duty had a narrow escape.

September, 1940. - During this month the Battle of Britain really started.
There were many dog fights over the district and the Sirens were sounded II0 times.
On one occasion the "Alert" lasted I0 hours and IS minutes. On the I3th September
during the 42nd Alert an H.E. fell in the Lake near the Merchant Taylors School
and in the same alert on the I4th September an A.A. shell fell on a garden in Ebury
Road and failed to explode. This necessitated the evacuation of the First Aid Post
in Ebury Hall and several other premises. An A.A. Shell also exploded bBehind the
house on the west side of Copthorne Road. On the 16th September during the 53rd
alert A.A. shells fell in the district and a house in Talbot Road was damaged. On
the 20th September during the 74*® alert of the month a homk fell near Rousebarn
Lane just outside the district and I9 persons were evacuated to one of our Rest
Centres at Durrants. During the 76th alert on the same day an oil bomb fell on
concrete at M:aple Lodge Farm but failed to ignite. On the 24th September during
the 88th alert of the month 5 H.E. Bombs and one oil bombk fell in a line W.N.W. from
Lockwell Wood Moor Park. The bank of the Grand Union Canal between Stockers and
Springwell locks wag slightly damaged. On the 25th September during the 95rd alert
of the month two parachute mines tell and exploded in Croxley Green. I3 casualties
were caused of which 7 were sent to hospital. No one was killed. All Saints Church
and Church Hall were extensively damaged. The total damage to property was that 8
houses became total losses and 358 were damaged. On the 27th September during the
9%th alert 6 H.E. bombs and 2 oil bombs fell near Batchworth Heath. There were three
casualties of which 2 were serious, eleven houses were damaged and one was
actually destroyed. Included in this total was the "Prince of Wales" which was
damaged. On the 29th September one oil bomb and 2 H.E's exploded near Croxley
Metropolitan Station. There were no causalities but nine houses were d8maged, of
which seven were totally destroyed.

October. I940. - During Octobker, I940 the Battle of Britain continued and there
were IIT alerts, one lasting I2 hours and 24 minutes. On the 2nd October during the
4th alert two oil bombs exploded at Maple Cross. No casualties were caused but 54
houses were damaged. During the night of the 4th and 5th Octoker two A.A. shells (of
which one exploded) fell in the grounds of the Royal Masonic Institute for Girls. No
damage was caused.




On the 5th Octoker during the I5th alert an H.E. tell and exploded near Berry lane.
No damage was caused. During the 46th alert on the ITth October windows at
Merchant Taylors School were broken and two houses in Sandy Lodge lLane were
damaged by an H.E. homk which fell about 600 yards outside the district. On the I3*®
October two H.E. hombs fell in Garrett Wood and exploded causing no casualties or
damage. In the night I3th-I4th Octobker during the 56th alert incendiary hombs fell
in Westbury Road, Common Moor, Lincoln Way, Rochester Way and Winton Crescent and
were dealt with by the wardens. In addition two H.E. and one oil bomb exploded near
the rubbish tip at West Hyde. No damage or casualties resulted. On the I8th Octobker
during the 72nd alert 2 H.E. bombs exploded near Davehham Avenue. No casualties
were caused but 42 houses were damaged. During the 79th alert on the 21st October I3
H.E. bombs exploded in a line from W.N.W to E.S.E across Mill End and Rickmansworth.
Two houses in Tudor Way were demolished with 7 casualties of which 3 were fatal.
One house in Cedars Avenue was demolished and in addition Horton Manufacturing
Company and Messrs. Worley, Son and Lindsay were among the 22 other buildings and
houses damaged but DO further casualties were caused. Again on the 2Ist October two
H.E. bombs dropped between Pollards Wood and Beechen Grove, One failed to explode
and no damage or casualties were caused. During the 93rd alert on the 26th October
2 H.E. and one oil bomb exploded on Sandy Lodge Golf Course causing no casualties
and early on the 27th October 2 H.E. hombs tell near Wellesley Avenue. No casualties
were caused but 20 houses were damaged.

November, 1940 -~ The Battle of Britain continued but there were fewer alerts.
The number was 82 and one lasted I3 hours and 38 minutes. During the I7th alert on
the 6th November 5 H.E. hombs tell near Lynsters Farm, West Hyde, 2 H.E's fell on
Juniper Hill and an WX A.A. shell tell in the garden of 267, Baldwins Lane. No
damage was caused and there were no casualties. On the IOth November a house in
Loudwater was damaged by an A.A. shell. During the 47th alert on the I6th November
on H.E. bombk exploded near Westbury Road but caused no damage or casualties, During
the next alert also on the I6th November two Parachute Mines exploded in Lockwell
end Bishop's Woods causing no casualties but one house was completely demolished
and three were damaged. On the I9th November during the 56th alert an H.E. bomb
exploded near the Gas Works, Rickmansworth. There were four fatal casualties 2 men,
one woman and one child. The gas supply to the district WBS cut off but was
restored the next morning. One house was completely destroyed and I3 were damaged,
As a result of this incident every house in the area was visited by the wardens to
warn housecholders about the damage to the gas supply and to see that no accidents
occurred owing to pilot lights having been extinguished and not relighted.

December, 1940. - During this month aerial activity decreased greatly and
there were only 29 alerts. In this month however we had the longest alert of the
whole war. It lasted for I3 hours and 47 minutes. During the I4th alert on the 9th
December four explosive Incendiary bombs fell near the "Rose and Crown”

Woodcock Hill but caused neither casualty nor damage.

January 1941 - The New Year opened with maintenance of moderate aerial
activity and during the month there were 31 alerts but the length of these dropped
noticeably and the longest alert was only 4 hours and 35 minutes. During the 6th
alert on the 5th January IO H.D. bombs fell in fields and gardens parallel to and
south of Uxbridge Road and at right angles to that line from Shepherds Lane to
Uxbridge Road. No casualties were caused but 5 houses were damaged. Incendiary
bombs were also dropped in the Chess Valley but caused no damage. During the I0th
alert on January IIth an oil- bombk exploded near Moor Park Farm and a delayed
action H.E. bombk which exploded 49 hours after being dropped, landed near
Greenbroom Spring. Neither caused any damage or casualty.
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Pebruary I941. - The same amount of activity was maintained and we had 34
alerts; the total duration of these fell considerably although the longest was
still about the same as January being 4 hours and II minutes. On the 3rd February
although no bhombs fell in the district II houses were damaged by bombs falling in a
neighbouring district. During the 25 alert on the 2Ist Pebruary 2 H.E. hombs were
dropped on Moor Park Golf Course. One exploded 6 hours after being dropped but
caused neither casualty nor damage. The other failed to explode and was
subsequently removed from 36' under the ground by the Bomb Disposal Squad and
proved to ke a 1,000 Kg homb.

March, I941. - The number of alerts was again maintained and was 32. The
duration was also maintained and the longest alert was for 6 hours 2 minutes. On
the IIth March during the 22nd alert a number of anti aircraft devices with
trailing wire fell 1n various parts of the district and were adegquately dealt with
by wardens.

April, I941. - During this month the number of alerts decreased to 2I but the
average length of each alert increased and the longest time we were kept on the
alert was 7 hours and 57 minutes. During the I3th alert on the I9th April two
parachute mines fell at Maple Cross, one exploded causing 17 casualties of which
one was fatal. One hundred and eight houses were damaged of which 4 were
demolished., The other mine fell in a flooded gravel pit and was subsequently
sterilised By the R.N. and finally burnt in-situ.

May, I941. - Aerial activity decreased considerably and we had only II alerts,
the longest of which was for 6 hours and I4 minutes. From May, I94I we had no
incidents due to enemy action until Pebruary, 1944 although one of our own
Spitfires flown by a Polish pilot crashed and was burnt out on Sandy Lodge Golf
Course the I4th September, 1943,

During the last 7 months of 1941 we had only I5 alerts and during the first 6
months of 1942 there was a complete lull with no alerts. During July, August,
September and Octobker we had fifteen alerts but no incidents and in the last two
months of the year we again had no alerts.

The year 1943 was also barren of incidents and during the whole year we had
only 64 alerts. In January 1944 we had 6 alerts but no incidents and so we come to
February 1944, In that month enemy activity increased and we had I4 alerts but they
were all comparatively short and the longest on was I hour and II minutes. During
the 7th alert of the month on I9th February one of the most recent, machinations of
the eneny a parachute bomb fell at the top of Scots Hill about I50 yards from the
spot where the parachute mine fell on the 25th September, 1940. This bomb exploded
on an outhouse and caused 25 casualties of which 7 were serious but fortunately
none were fatal. As a result of this explosion 2I0 houses were damaged and 7
including the Gospel Hall demolished. During the I2th alert 3 FPhosphorus bombs
fell in the West Hyde and Maple Cross area but caused neither casualty nor damage.
In March, April and May there was again a lull so far as incidents were concerned
although we had I6 alerts in the three months. This lull ended in June, 1944. During
that month we had 28 alerts, one of which lasting 9 hours and 47 minutes ushered in
the attacks by pilotless weapons. One of the first to explode in this country fell
in Mill End at 23.57 hours on the I5th June during the 2nd alert of the month. The
suspicion that a Pilotless Aircraft, as these weapons were then called, had
exploded was reported at 23.58 hours and this vigilance and accuracy of reporting
is typical of the wardens work during the War Years.




This explosion caused I7 casualties, none of which, fortunately, were fatal and
damaged 309 houses.

July, 1944 - This month saw the continuance of alerts due to pilotless weapons
and we had II7 alerts. Most were of short duration and averaged about I hour each
although the longest was 8 hours and 7 minutes. Although many Flying Bombs
exploded in the vicinity or passed over Rickmansworth during their flight, the
explosion on the I>th June was the last incident of the war so far as we were
concerned.

August, 1944, - In this month we had the largest number of alerts in one month
in the war. The number WBS I27 and the I7th August shares with the 29th July the
record of having 9 alerts in 24 hours. The average duration of the alerts decreased
considerably and came down to about 30 minutes although the longest
alert lasted 5 hours and 49 minutes.

September, 1944, - This month saw the beginning of the end of the Flying Bomb
attacks and the number of alerts was only I7 and from this time on the alerts
became less, October having 16, November 7, December 7, January, 1945 4, and February
nil.

In March, 1945 a final effort was made and we had I4 alerts. The last alert of
the war in Rickmansworth was sounded on Thursday the 29th March, 1945 at 08.56
hours and the "Raiders Past" was sounded at 09.03 hours by Mr. A.J. Righy. So ended
the operative work of the Civil Defence in Rickmansworth. It may be fairly said
that the work of all services reached a very high standard of efficiency and
maintained that standard to the end.

OFFICERS IN CHARGE IN RICKMANSWORTH CIVIL
DEPENCE - I939/1945

Controller C.G. Ransome Williams till October,
1939
T.J. 0'Suliivan, J.P.,

Deputy Controller Capt. Palmer., D.S.0., till May, I%40.
J.E. Jones

A. R.P. Officer Lt. Col. A.G. stone., 0.B.E., M.C.,

1ill May,I940.

J.A. Orr Ewing till August, I940.
D.L. Ryrie Butler till March, I942,
A. Peehles.

Officer in Charge

et Control Centre. - J.A. Orr Ewing till May, I940
A.L. Lazell till November, 1940
W.W. Harold till Octohker, 1941
J.G. Corps till January, 1943

G.W. Green.
Wardens. A. Peehbles.
Rescue Service R.W. Annear till amalgamation with

First Aid Parties.

Casualty Commandant C.R. Alexander in 1939 and I940
Lt. Col. Gore., D.5.0., M.C., I940
W.D. Gordon Grant.

Messengers. Dr. L.R. Pears till August, I940
A. Barton Smith

FIRE GUARD - (Commenced September, 1941,

Pire Guard Officer - A. Peebles till March, I944

Lt. Col. A.G. Stone, 0.B.E., M.C.,
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RECORD OF ALERTs, DURATION OF ALERTS AND LONGEST ALERTS
RICMANSWORTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS DISTRICT.

_________________________________ ALERTS L _______
| MONTH _I99 __ _ __ D240 Al . D4z DA DM D4

Jan - 0 31 0 5 6 4

Feb. - 0 34 0 I I4 0

Mar - 0 32 0 4 I0 I4

Apr. - 0 21 0 6 5 0

May. - 0 II 0 I0 I 0

Jun - I 4 4 6 28 -

Jul. - 0 2 2 0 II7 -

Aug. - 27 2 2 I 127 -

Sep. 3 110 2 2 2 I7 -

Oct 0 III I I 3 Ib -

Nov 0 82 I I 9 7 -
Dee. ____ 0 __ ___ 2 _ _ _ X _ I _____ T T o

Annual 3 360 142 5 64 349 18
JToval o l__l_._. _

Grand
Total. _ 5 _ _ __ 33 _ ___. 0 _ 920 __ %84 ¢ 25 . BPI___

MONTHLY DURATION OF ALERTS

Jan - 0 238h4%m 0 3h 29m 5h I5m Ih I>m

Feb. - 0 Id9hITm 0 20m IOh4Tm 0

Mar - 0 Id23h2%m 0 2h5in Th58m 4h46m

Apr. - 0 Id22h55n 0 3h5m 2h42m 0

May. - 0 Id3h4om 0 4h55m 42n 0

Jun. - 2h52n 8h58m 0 Ih4Tm 232h55m -

Jul. - 0 ZhZ26n 6h25n 0 4422hI%m -

Aug. - Id5h46m IThén Ih49m 55m 24I5h55m -

Sep. 2h49m  ITd4hom Z2hI2m 59m 45m Th3Tm -

Oct. 0 IIdITh56m IhISm 35m Th55m 4h28m -

Nov. 0 I0d6h25m Ih5m 0 4hIm ZhI8nm -
Dec. ___ 0O __ _3dIhé4m _ 2em O ___3hi8m ___ _ 3hm- -

Annual 2h49m 384I8h4Tm 9d23h43m  9h4bm  IdIoh4Im II4T4h28m 5h 59m
JPoval _

Grand

Total. 2h 38d2Th36bm 4842IhI%9m 4947h5m 504I7h4bm 62d8hI4m 624I4hI5m

49m
LONGEST ALERT IN EACH MONTH

Jan. - 0 4h 35m 0 Ih 28m Ih 25m 30m

Feb. - 0 4h Iim 0 20m Ih Iim 0

Mar. - 0 6h Zn 0 Ih 3Im Ih 33m Ih I2m

Apr. - 0 Th 3Tm 0 Ih >m 59m 0

May. - 0 6h I4m 0 S5m 42n 0

Jun. - 0 4h Im 0 35m 91 4Tm -

Jul. - 2h 52m 2h Iim 2h I%m 0 8h Tm -

Aug. - 0 3T 28n 55m 5h 49m -

Sep. ZhI4im Th Im Ih 58m 46m 38m Ih Im -

Oct. 0 Ioh I5m Ih I8Sm I4m Ih 4Tm 40m -

Nov. 0 I3h 38m Ih 5m 0 52m 4Tm -
Dec. _ _ O __ _Dh4mm_ _ _2wm___ _ 0 ___ _ Sm _ _____._Mw___ -
Bombs exclusive of Tkg IBs. Casualties Houses.

Shells 38 Fatal 7 Destroyed 31
Bombs & Mines 9% Slight & serious 80 Seriously Damaged I3
Flybombs 1 Injured by M.G. Bullet I Slightly " 1250
Totals. 133 88 I4I6

The highest number of alerts in 24 hours was 9 on 29/7/44 and 17/8/1944.



