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CHAIRMAN'S LETTER

You could lose your vote! Sounds ridiculous to a
Briton, yet a few weeks ago a leading National Paper
with a very large circulation deemed the. idea of suffi-
cient interest to publish a letter which suggested that
votes should be awarded by selection, i.e, a Lawyer
should have a vote but a hooligan should not: a
dangerous theory which gives point to how we, the

. public, are allowing Freedom to slip quietly out of
existence by the giant decay of this age-APATHY.
To those who feel this is an exaggeration I would
remind them that two years ago we witnessed distress-
ing scenes in the Southern States of the U.S.A. con-
cerning coloured children attending school and many
people felt that couldn't happen here. Recent events
in West London and the Midlands have dispelled that
oomplacent thought-which leads me to Thursday, 30th
October, at 8 p.m. in the Dickinson Guildhouse when
-if YOU believe in DEMOCRACY and desire to
demonstrate your belief-your attendance is not only
necessary . . . it is vital!

With the future of S.W. Herts in the melting pot it
is essential .Q1at th~A~ciaj:ion enters its Majority year _
\vith the active support of YOU-the PUBLIC OF
CROXLEY' GREEN-not only by your attendance but
with an influx' of new blood to our Committee.
Remember, the Annual General Meeting of your Asso-

. ciation can decide whether you allow another bulwark
of FREEDOM to crumble or enable it to play its part
in the interests of CROXLEY GREEN and its future.

The Association is inviting .your County Councillor
(Mr. A. Peebles)' and the eight members of the
R -.U.D.C. who represent the Croxley Green Wards to
attend, in their official capacity, the meeting which is
to follow the A.G.M. to discuss the Town Centre Plan -
and: other matters. 'It is sincerely hoped they will
attend and will be prepared to answer questions which
you, the residents, may desire to ask. -

Contact
w. PEAKES

/

Sub.Contractors
For all Building alterations
and. Repairs
Drainage and Sewerage
Estimates· Free

15Springfield elose
eroxley Green
Tel. RICK. 5719

Readers know that the object in publishing the
"Croxley Resident" is to keep them informed of
happenings that touch the lives or pockets of all who
live in Croxley Green and, in placing before you the
correspondence, etc., printed on the inner pa'3(s, I
would ask all readers to remember that the Association
is not in possession of the facts which would allow your
Committee to form an opinion or formulate a policy:
only: the Councils concerned can do that, but as your
Chairman I have followed events to the best oimy
limited ability ana venture a suggestion which lTJay be
of interest-not only to Croxley Green-but to all the
districts involved. A Conference convened by the
Right Revd, the Bishop of St. Albans of all Churches,
Chapels and other religious bodies in the area under
review by the Royal Commission could do much to
ascertain the view of the people and I feel this sug-
gestion should receive serious consideration for the
following. reasons:-

(a) The Bishop, by such action, could learn tbe
public's .wishes without the political atmosphere

_ ,!~ociated with CO_lillcilChambers:
(b) Religious bodies generally are in contact with a

wider public and certainly meet the people more
frequently than do the Councillors:

(c) Most religious organisations have close touch with
youth who will, in the future, be called upon to
pay for expenses incurred or mistakes made in
the present and

(d) Last, but not least, the Bishop can make the
people's voice heard in high places, i.e. the
House of Lords, etc.

In conclusion I would submit to the religious
authorities concerned that, at a time when one hears '
complaints of lack of leadership, a golden opportunity
presents itself.

CHAS. E. ARMSON.

PHILIP MORRIS
M.R.S.H. A V.1.

INCORPORATED VALUER, SURVEYOR
AND ESTATE AGENT

162 \VATFORD ROAD,
CROXLEY GREEN, HERTS.

Te l-e-Rickmansworr h iiH
and at

420 ST. ALBANS RD., WATFORD
Tel-Watford '25927-25876

I7Ia High Street, Wealdstone, Middx.
Tel=-Harrow 5553
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TO ALL CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS
The aim of the Association is to obtain information

'of interest to those who live in this district and printed
below are details of our latest attempt in this direction,
VVe would stress, however, that it is not the policy of
the Association to influence public opinion: you, the
people affected, must form your own judgment on. these
very important matters. Our sole purpose 1S to
enlighten you prior. to such conclusions,

A. :\1. Midgley, Esq. zoth August, 1958.
Dear Sir, .

The Committee of this Association are very conscious
of the endeavours of the Borough of Watford to attain
County Borough Status and, with a view to obtaining
a considered opinion of the advantages to Cro~ley
Green in being part of an Urban District, I am ,v:"t11lg
to enquire whether you-as Chainn~n of the Urban
District Council and Rickmanswor th s First Citizen-c-
would be so eood as to write an article (not exceeding
350 words) ~tating your independent views on this
matter.

As you are probably aware, my Association ,issue
Bulletins which go into every home 111 Croxley Green
and, if you would be willing to accede to this requ~st,
we should like your perm1sslOn to publish the article
oyer your sign.u ure in our next issue of the" Croxley
Hesident." I, in turn, give you my assurance that it
would be printed as written and in its entirety.

Trusting vou will favour me with an early reply.
. J am, YOlHS faithfully,

CHAS. E. ARMSON, Chairman.

A. ;V1. Midgley, Esq. 9th September, 19510.
--Dear Sir

Further to my letter dated zoth August I now find
we have space sufficient for an article of 700 words-
not 350 as stated in my previous letter.

I should be obliged if you would kindly inform me
this week \\ hether or not it is your intention to write
an article for the " Croxley Resident" as we are now
preparing the next issue and, if so, such article should
be in our possession by 27th September.

Yours faithfully,
CHAS. E. ARiVISON, Chairman.

\Ve regret to report that neither of the above letters
were acknowledged by the Chairman of the Council.
On the 23rd September, however, a letter was received
from the Clerk of the R.U.D.C. stating that the Chair-
man had been away for some weeks but that he (the
Chairman) after careful thought felt it would not be
proper to write an article giving his personal views ..
whilst he holds the office of Chairman and further sug-
gested that the problems before us are best clarified
by discussion with the Councillors who represent the
Croxley Green \Vards . . . a most surprising statement
considering the Royal Commissicn posed the so-called
, problem' le, the Councillors of the R.U.D.e., not the
Councillors of Croxlev Green-and certainly not to the
Croxley (;reen Residents' Association!

As a point of interest to our readers, not one of the
Croxley Gr.;en elected representatives were members of
the Sub-Committee which prepared and approved the
statement for submission to the Royal Commission in-
cluding the proposed alteration of boundaries (the
R.U,D.C. being interested in acquiring Chorleywood
and the Durrants 'Ward of Watford Rural District.)

Croxley Green residents will now know that every
endeavour has been made to obtain a balanced view-
point for them but, as with the TOWN CENTRE
RLAN, Basing House has again displayed ·.indiffel'ence
.to the folk who live in Croxley Green,

•..

The Mavor of Watford.
i\lr. :\la .lw-Sir,

The Committee of this Association are interested in
the endeavours of Watford Corporation to attain
County Borough Status and, in order to obtain an
opinion regarding \Vatford's case for such S~atus, I. am
writing to enquire whether you-as the Fust Citizen
of \Vatford-would be so good as to write a.n article
statinz your independent views on this matter. .

As you are probably aware the Association publishes
a Bulletin free to the people of Croxley Green, a copy
of which is delivered to every house in the area-
approx. 4,000, and my Committee feel that the public
would welcome enlightenment as to the meaning of
, County Borough Status' and, in addition, would like
to know what difference it would make to them
assuming Croxley was included in such a County
Borough.

If, therefore, you would be willing to accede to this
request and would outline the details-particularly
Administration, Public Services, Police Control, Town
Planning powers, etc. - and would state what effect
incorpora tion might have on the rates together with
any other points you feel the people of Croxley Green
might like to know, my Committee would be
extremely grateful. Further they would like your per-
mission to publish the article (not exceeding 350 words)
over your signature in the next issue of the '. Croxley,
Resident' -, a current copy of \yhich is enclosed for
your information. .

I should mention here that the Association is non-
political, non-denominational and, should" you consent
to write an article for us and allow its publication, I"
give you my assurance that it would be printed as
written and in ·its entirety.

Trusting you will favour me with an early rep y.
I am, Yours faithfully,

CHAS. E. ARMSON, Chairman.
Cruxley Green Residents' Association.
Dear :\11'. Armson, ryth September, 1958.

Thank you for your letter dated the 3rd September.
As I explained over the telephone, it will be quite

impossible to write a suitable article comprising only
350 words but you agreed in a subsequent telephone
conversation with the Town Clerk that you quite appre-
ciated this point of view and that you would be pleased
to accept an article exceeding this limit.

I now have pleasure in enclosing my comments on
the Borough Council's proposal, which you have my
full authority to publish as an article under my signa-
ture in your Bulletin.

The article is, of course, submitted on the under-
standing that it will be printed in its entirety.

I also have pleasure in enclosing herewith a copy of
the statement of evidence of the Borough Council as
submitted to the Royal Commission, as I feel thi-, state-
ment gives a more complete picture of the Borough
Council's case and would be of parti-cular interest to
yourself and to your Committee. May I add that if
your Committee so wish, the Town Clerk would be
pleased to attend and address a general meeting of your
Association on the Borough Council's proposals and he
would, of course, then be in a position to elaborate on
my article which, of necessity, has had to be vliry
much abridged,

May I add that I have been only too pleased to
accede to your invitation to write this article and I
should be very grateful if you' would let me have some
cOl?ies of the Bulletin in \~hich is it published. J.;r
point of fact, I shoulid indeed be interested to receive
regular copies of YOlU"Bulletin which I think is an
excellent publication and of considerable interest .

Yours sincerely, R -. W. GAMBLE, Mayor.

3rd September, 1958.



Croxley Green Residents' & Ratepayers' Association.

I have been asked by the Chairman of your AS60cia-
tion to write a fell' words on the proposals of the
vvatfcrd Borough Council that the Borough of Watford,
't!1 Urban Districts of Bushey, Chorleywood and Rick-

/ rnanswor th and the Rural District of \Vatford should
be amalgamated, and that county borough status should
be granted to the amalgamated area, which is
cornmonlv known as "South \Vest Hertfordshire." I
welcome ~this opportunity, although this article must
necessarily be abridged, for it is vital that public
opinion should be well informed on such an important
ma tter.

The proposals arise out of the appointment by Her
Xlajesty of a Royal Commission to investigate the
present system of local government in the Greater
London Area (which includes most of South West
Hertfordshire) and to recommend whether any changes
.are necessary which would better secure effective and
.convenient local government in the Area.

It is important to note that the Watford Borough
-Council did nothing to bring about this official enquiry
but simply accepted the invitation of the Commission
to suggest plans, which the Borough Council consider
would give truer " iocal" government.

Under the present system, the local government
',_services for the various parts of South West Herts are

.split among no less than five separate district councils,
lour parish councils and the county council. which, in
view of the close affinity of interests within the area,
seems cumbersome to. a degree. The area of South
'West Hertfordshire has adequate population and finan-
.cial resources and is sufficiently separate from both
London and the remainder of Hertfordshire to~rrqnt
The aITlafgamation of t e-areas of theii~ authori-
ties and the creation of a county borough (i.e. "all
purpose authority ") for the new area.

Here I must make it clear that this is not a case of
the Borough seeking to extend its boundaries-what
the Council have in mind is a merger of the five areas
:to form a completely new authority, having a popula-
-tion of approximately I79,000, of which the Borough
.only comprises some 73,000 and thus would subordinate
itself in the interest of all concerned.

As a county borough, the new authority would be
'master in its own house' and responsible 'for the
many and important services at present administered
.for the area by the County Council (such as education

"The Handyman's Shop ••
Tel. Rick. 5697

P. BECKFORD Ltd.
307 BALDWINS LANE,

CROXLEY GREEN.
Timber, Hardboard and Mouldings

Ironmongery & Tools. Domestic Hardware
Garden Requisites. Key Cutting

Electrical Accessories. Glass cut to size
Stockists of High Class Decorating Materials
Agents for John Line, Sanderson. Ashley and

, Shand Kydd Wallpapers.

and the local health services) as well as for the services
now administered by the five separate local authorities.
The Borough Council consider that the area would be
better served and interest in democratic local govern-
ment increased if local control by one authority within
the area were substituted for the present system of
remote control by the County Council at Hertford.

In the case of Croxley Green, for instance, out of
a total rate of I8/8d. in the £, tlite County Council now
take as much as 12/4 ~d. If the County Borough were
created, however, the money raised by rates in its
area would be spent in the area, and the Council are
quite confident that tbe area would get better value
locally from the money raised by rates locally. South
West Hetrfordshire contributes 29% of the rate income
of the County, yet the actual cost of county services
in South West Hertfordshire is only 22.5% of the total
cost of such services over the whole County. It is
clear, therefore, that the area pays out to the County
Council, every year, very substantially more than is
spent on services in the area. If this area were a
County Borough, this extra amount (almost £400,000
m the current year) would be available within the area
for spending on services exclusively in the area.

Transfer of powers from the County Council to a new
" local" authority within the area would avoid a con-
siderable amount of duplication of effort and duplica-
tion of staff, and would lead to economy in adminis-
tration. Furthermore, there would obviously be sub-
stantial economies in the same direction by the fusion
of the services of each of the five authori ties and a
consequent fusion of administration.

Do you really think that there is any justification for
the responsibility for so many of the important ser-
v'ces remaining.Incthe.hands of-a--lar-ge-and-impersumtl~
County Council with its headquarters so far away at
Hertford? Do you not think that this important area
is quite capable of govetning itself in local matters?
Do you not agree that it is difficult to tell where one
district ends and the other begins, and that it would
be 'far better to have one unified administration rather
than the expensive division of responsibility among so
manv different Councils?

In" the reasonableness of its proposals, the Borough
of \Vatford is quietly confident.

September, 1958.

R. W. GAMBLE,
Mayor of Watford.

I
For any

BUILDING AND DECORATIVE WORK
consult us first

ROBINS & HAGUE
We specialize in conversions, alterations
and home maintenance. Drawing' prepared
for Improvement Grants without obligation.

Estimates Free

2a Dickinson Square,
Croxiey Green, Herts.,

Telephone:
~ick. 5518

"'- ",
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DO YOU LIKE TO SING!
Following their very _ successful performance of

Mendelssohn's "Hymn of Praise" last April. the
Croxley Green Choral Society is proposing to give
" ELl] AH" in April 1959·

If you would like to sing "ELIJAH" how about
going te the Dickinson Guildhouse on Wednesday
evenings at 8 o'clock. - If you are unable to do this
but know the music and could attend rehearsals say
once a moath, the Society would still be pleased to
welcome your help. _ " _

Enquiries to Mrs. C. Wheatley, 15 Valley Walk,
Croxley Green (Watford 36475-evenings). "
CROXLEY GREEN RED CROSS WELCOME CLUB

A Sale of Work is to be held in "the Dickinson Guild-
house on Saturday, '1st November, at 2.30 p.m. All
proceeds will go towards the old people's Christmas
Party.

WR·IGHTS
245 New Rd.,CroxleyGreen

.[Phone: Rickmansworth 2819]
also at Wiltford ••ad Stilnmor.e

Economi se the Right Way

For
,

FOOTWEAR & REPAIRS
go to

Confectionery: Books: Greeting Cards

R. J. HARDWICK
(Late PARRY)

196Watford Road, Croxley Green
Phone: Watford 21705

Coach Bookings:Newspapers delivered

Watford
2110.

GENERAL GROCERS
PROVISION MERCHANTS

GREENGROCERY

PIKES STORES
Watford "Ro'ad "Post- Office

: .Croxley Gree••.

The Editor,
" Croxley Resident."

Dear Madam,
As two Croxley schoolboys we would like to suggest

some improvements for Croxley Green.
In our opinion, Croxley fails to provide facilities for

the average teenagers to" spend their spare time usefully
and enjoyably. The only Youth Clubs at present are-
attached to Churches and are restricted to churchgoers.
Thus, there is no place for the remaining teenagers to>
spend their time and they are left to wander the-
streets aimlessly.

We would like to suggest a central Youth Club, un-
attached to any organisations and open to all teenagers.
This could provide useful sports and pastimes such as.
basket ball, table-tennis and badminton with a Hall"
large enough for dances, debates-and talks. This could
be open three times a" week with a reasonable entrance'
fee.

We would also Iike.vto suggest a larger Library in:
Croxley: the present one is very small and if a book
is wanted that is at all unusual one has to wait
about three weeks before getting it.

With these improvements in operation we think that
Croxley would be a much better village.

Yours faithfully,
P.F. and V.P.

CROXLEY THEATRE GUILD
Generous, good-hearted John Marlow sho~ld have-

felt the pleasant glow of success but across the
romantic glitter of his jewellery shop lay a dark,
menacing shadow - a mistake from years before. It
was John Marlow's own secret burden, until. .- . ~.- ---_...,

But come and see for yourself! All is revealed in
the gripping play 'John Marlows I'l;,ie<;siun' to be-
presented in the Dickinson GuiJdb{'l::'~ 0" Thursdav
and Friday, 13th/14th November. B<l()~ the date now.

Your Local Furniture Repairer]

MARTIN & STEVENS
Rear 224.New Road, Crox}ey Green

Alterations, Upholstery, Pelmets,
Built in Furniture a Speciality

Pictures Framed
Estimates Free Phone=-Rlel-. 4791

Your Cttemist:
A. R. CROSS

(Late Chat er's) .

Dispensing and
Photographic Chemist

"BRANCHES
5 Station Parade, Croxley Green,

Tef. Rkkmansworth lOn
228 New Road, Croxfey GrHJI,

Ter. Rickmansworth 3766'


