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SAFETY FIRST.
. What can be done to prevent road accidents? Not

~ new thought but one which has long occupied the
·"inds of the Government, local Councils and Road
.:.a.fety Committees throughout the Country. From their

.deliberations have emerged such remedies as traffic
and .. zebra" crossings.

Our traffic problems here in Croxley Green do not
apparently warrant traffic lights but we have our
.. zebras" including the one well-known to us all at
the Red House Corner in the Watford Road. The fact
that no one has yet been killed on this crossing is
due mainly to the agility of pedestrians rather than the
care taken by motorists, many of whom approach from
the direction of Watford at a speed nearer 50 m.p.h.,
than the .. 20" recently quoted by a Council mem-
ber.

Not that the blame lies altogether with the motorists
-from Watford, they approach round a blind corner
and are upon the crossing without warning; from the
Rickmansworth side their view is observed. by parked
vehicles on both sides of the road.

These conditions have tended to make pedestrians
very nervous about using the crossing at all. But it is
the direct route from Watford Road to the Railway
Station and 'bus stop and from New Road to the
shops, including a chemist and post office, used by
invalids and aged persons respectively for medicine
and pensions. Whilst to those of us who, are still
young and active the crossing is dangerous, to the sick
and elderly it is something of a night mare and the
., zebra" crossing, laid down as a safeguard, has
become a potential death-trap.

This Association has requested through the Road
Safety Committee to the Council for warning notices
or a "Slow" sign to be erected-without result.
There are good reasons for and against many suggested
remedies but so far the perfect answer to the problem
has yet to be found.

Can you solve it? Have you in your thoughts and
discussions on the subjct a recommendation to make!
,;<,re should be most happy to pass on to the. Road
Safety Committee any suggestion you care to put
forward, .

Let ].IS be wise before and notaftee a fatality occurs.
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BUS SHELTERS.
WANTED-a number of public-spirited persons,

complete with large umbrellas, who would be prepared
to shelter intending passengers at local 'bus stops during
wet weather; this service to be provided for an
indefinite period i.e., until the orthodox type of 'bus
shelter is supplied by the Rickmansworth U.D. Council
or-equally uncertain-the arrival of the English summer
to render 'bus shelters unnecessary.

The above "advertisement" should not be taken
seriously but it is high time that the question of 'bus
shelters most certainly should be. The arrival of a
'bus on a wet day at almost any of the stopping
places in Croxley Green is the signal for a rush and a
scampering of people up the road, down the road and
-worse still-across the road from neighbouring shops,
doorways, hedges, etc. All this in a progressive Urban
District in the year I954! A deplorable spectacle which
should impress even the most hardened Councillor.

This Association has pressed for shelters for years
evoking an amazing variety of replies from the various
bodies concerned but-no shelters. The latest approach
to the R.U.D.C. brought a ray of hope. The Council
was carefully considering a project whereby shelters
might be provided at suitable points in the district
in consideration of their advertising value.

Alas and alack! We now learn that the scheme has
been found impracticable for reasons not specified.
Possibly the sites at which 'bus shelters would be
desirable are not really suitable for purposes of
advertisement. We do not know; it is odd, however,
that an epidemic of Council-sponsored notice boards
bearing advertisement space has broken out in the
vicinity of several Croxley Green 'bus stops.

'vVe further learn that the whole question of 'bus
shelters. has been "left on the table" until October,
when it will be further considered. Why October? As
this is 'being written it is pouring with rain as it has
been for weeks with every sign of continuing until and
after the mystic date in October reserved for " further
consideration. "

Whilst we deprecate rash expenditure of public money
we do feel that sufficient time and thought should
have been already devoted to this question to give us
BUS SHELTERS NOW!
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WE HEAR-

The Grove Housing Estate. The allocation of these
houses has, we understand, been completed, and we
may expect that some of these will be occupied by
Council officials who have previously been housed in
requisitioned premises. This will perhaps revive a topic
in the minds of our councillors. We refer to the
requisitioned properties, still under council control.
These requisition orders are relics of our War-time
experiences, and being independently minded people
we, as an Association, believe that the sooner these
orders are received and the properties handed back to
the owners the better. .

Absentee Councillors. It is noticed that in many
parts of the country, (and we apparently are included)
it is the practice of Councillors once elected, to con-
tinue in office, even though they have left the district,
so long as they can by any means substantial to the
legal position enabling them to do so. This whilst
perhaps being correct from a legal 'r>oint of view is
obviously quite wrong from all other aspects, and we
are quite sure that had the electors the opportunity to
make the decision for them, these councillors would very
soon be putting in. their resignation. There can be
no doubt whatever that such a cause is the only proper
one, and we would say to any councillor so affected"
" search your conscience, judging yourselfas you would
judge others, if the positions were revised, and if you
still feel that it 'is right to continue, disclose your
reasoning upon which your decision is based, to those
who voted for you If your conscience is not so clear,
then do not hesitate but get out."

Library Service. The recently' published figures
covering the volume of books issued by the Herts.
.Country Library Service, reveal that the issues are
increasing heavily year by year. This is indeed a very
satisfactory position: as we a.Ilknow that the population
'of Hertfordshire is a very young one in overall age
average, and it would appear that youth is reading. -
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Council Dustmen. The continued publication of
advertisements by the Council inviting applications for
drivers and loaders is a clear indication that something
is wrong with the service generally. If the departme~
is not staffed up to strength, the ratepayer is not receic;
ing the service for which he has already paid rates ir»
advance; furthermore, there must be something wrong,
not only in the Rickmansworth area whereby this very
necessary branch and Local Government Service, will
have to be made more attractive. It does seem futile
that an amount almost equal to one man's wages, is
being spent in an endeavour to recruit labour. This
must be put to rights quickly.

Shops, Baldwins Lane. (West End). Tenders are
under consideration which will mean that at last some-
thing positive is happening in connection with these.
The tender figures, although being reasonably near,
when taken in comparison as a whole, do reveal that
there will have to be some very careful thinking when
the leases of these shops are d{awn up, prior to occupa-
tion. It is one of the tragedies .of the effects of high
building costs that occupiers of new shops of this type
start with a very strong handicap when compared with
their opposite numbers who have been occupying older
premises on more favourable terms. for a long time.
It is to be hoped that the rentals are kept to a
minimum.

Slum Clearance. - There are signs that the Council
are now to pay 'attention to the large number of
dwellings within the R. U.D.C. Area boundaries which
properly . fall within t-he category of slum dwellings.
Whilst this is without doubt, a very proper and
necessary step, there are many who will view the passing
of these old-world-Iandmarks with some misgivings. We
do hope that wherever possible the owners will be
allowed to make- su-ch structional alterations, as will
make the properties ,habitable within the legally accepted
term, but at the -same time preserve their outward
appearance.-:!:';!/. :
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CHAIRMAN'S LETTER
Earlier this year I attended a social gathering at wh ich there were many representatives of organisations and

associations within the Urban District area. Conversatio n was wide in scope and topic covering a multitude of
subjects as one would expect on such occasions. In th e course of a particular conversation in one small group
the topic veered in that odd way conversation has of changing to the planning of Croxley Green in general. Whilst

_, 'it is tr~e. that at such functions one hears the most diverse and off the record comments I was most intrigued when

~

. ne opInIOn was expressed to the effect-" That the whole of Croxley Green should have been housed within t mile
_ -or ~ of a mile from the station."

An excellent dinner and the subsequent entertainment probably had a mellowing effect but not to the point
)f dulling perceptions to accepting this comment lightly.

It is obvious that a calm acceptance of this view would have entailed agreement to housing a very substantial
-portion of Croxley residents in equally substantial and high blocks of flats. In fact. the radius mentioned would have
-encompassed a virtual built up •• flat town" with emphasis on the 'built-up.'

I questioned the view expressed. The obvious objections were two-fold. The majority of ratepayers bought
houses with a small plot of land presumably because they preferred a house or bungalow to a flat. Secondly many
1ike to have a small garden to design or potter aroun d in if they so desire. But these objections were brusquely
Tejected by the ideallist. To the best of my recollection the substance of his argument was that if the people were
housed in flats there would be plenty of rolling green fields in which trees, flowers and birds etc., etc., would
abound for the benefit of all. He did not indicate by whom the said green fields etc., would be set out, planted
'or maintained. The suggestion that it was just possible that many ratepayers (a) objected to flats and (b) preferred
a cabbage patch of their own, was brusquely brushed aside on the grounds that" the people had not been .educated."
At that point my interest ceased. It has always been my experience that the individual who belittles his fellows
because his views are not meekly accepted is the very person who requires ' education' in its truest sense.

You may wonder why I have related the views of some unidentified individual. Whilst not those of a pro-
fessional planner they represent a, trend of thought becoming very prevalent; moreover the danger lies in the
:field where these and similar views may have a direct or indirect influence in Croxley and district.

It so happens they are the views of a councillor in Rickmansworth U.D.C.
It so happens too that he is a Croxley Green councillor.
Should he consider his views have not received fair comment I feel sure the Editor will give him space. I will

:guarantee his 'anonymity,' in these columns if he would prefer the 'uneducated' ratepayers of Croxley to remain
unaware of his identity.

It is less than twelve months since I referred to the possibility of buses running down Repton Way, Sherbourne
Way, Barton Way and into New Road. Those residing in those roads will have their own opinions on the advantages
and the disadvantages were such a routing to become reality. Many parents whose children utilise those roads to
and from Durrants School will doubtless have some misgivings.

These and the points involved were referred to at the Annual General Meeting, and on the broad principle of
the bus services and routing in general of this Associations views and the Councils action have been in accord.

But there is a very disturbing aspect of the question which may require close watching. It is the persistence with
which this routing is being put forward in the face of all other suggestions or alternatives. On the basis that con-
stant watering wears away the stone this persistence is perseverance personified.

Why is the L.T.E. so determined on this routing to the exclusion of all other suggestions put forth by the
Council-c-suggestions which encompass the requirements of the whole of this area of Croxley? Is it possible that this,
routing has been 'sold' to the L.T.E. from within Croxley Green itself

The matter merits close watching.
A. T. THOMSON.
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CROXLEY COUNCILLORS IN COMMIlTEE,

It will no doubt be interesting to Croxley. Green
residents to know on which Committees of the Rickmans-
worth V'.D. Couuncil the elected representatives will be
serving in the year I954/5. Whilst all Councillors are
pledged to consider the interests of the electorate in
any aspect of local government, they have naturally a
more intimate knowledge of any committee on which
they serve personally. We should be glad to, convey
yoJ!.r views to the Councillors dealing with any subject
in which you have a particular interest.

Allotments, and Open Spaces.
Mr. Payne, (Chairman), Mr. Fisher, (Vice-Chair-

man) . Messrs. J ones and Logan).
Arrears Committee.

Mr. Gurney, (Chairman), Messrs. Groves and
Jones.

Civil Defence Committee.
Mr. Porter.

..."•....

Finance Committee.
Mr. Groves, (Vice-Chairman), Messrs. Cox, Jones

and Porter.
c. General Purposes Committee.

All Couuncillors-(Mr. Cox Vice-Chairman).
Highways Committee.

Mr. Cox (Chairman), Mr. Gurney, (Vice-Chairman).
Mr. Payne.

Housing and Pu'blic Health,
Mr. Groves (Chairman), Mr. Payne, (Vice-Chair-

man), Messrs. Fisher and Logan.
-Town Planning and Buildings .

Mr. Fisher, (Chairman), Mr. Porter, (Vice-Chair-
man), Mr. Gurney.

_ An Apology.
We much regret that, owing to the commencement

Qf the holiday period and the incidence of Whitsun,
there was an unavoidable delay in distribution of the
last issue of the "Resident." It is hoped that no
adverse effect was caused to any "dated" announce-
ments.

Those Notice Boards. The notice boards which
recently appeared without warning in the district, (and
in the opinion of many in the community serve no,
better purpose than being an eye-sore) have been giving
the council some mental excercises in the interpretation
'of agreements and operative clauses.

Unless we are sadly mistaken it would appear that'
someone might have been a little more observant,
'bearing in mind that all these boards bear the name of
the U.D.C. We wonder whether all political parties
might be now competing with each other for the honol~
of correctly interpreting the word propaganda. V""
seem to have seen abundant evidence that anything t-o..
do with any political party is surely propaganda in its
bluntest and crudest term. Whether it bea Garden,
Fete or a Jumble Sale. Why not let us be quite honest
and if we believe in a particular colour then let us
not" find ways and means in describing it in other
terms in short it is assumed we will continue to see
matters affecting political parties publicised on these,
apparently official notice boards.

Garden Fetes. The weather appears to be no>
respecter of "bodies" or denominations, in that all.
events held recently, have suffered through coinciding'
with unfavourable weather. Fortunately however, we
learn that in most cases, the various events did manage
to raise a reasonable level of income which is after all
the main purpose for which any such function is held ,

Last Dance of 1953/4 Season.

As anticipated, the last dance given by the Association
in All Saints' Hall on Saturday, 29th May was a great
success. The attendance was well up to expectations.
and a thoroughly enjoyable evening was spent by all.
A programme of events for the forth-coming season
is already being arranged by the Association's energetic
social committee and we shall publish full details in an
early issue.

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUEFRIENDSHIP

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED

(Croxley Green Branch)

DICKINSON GUILDHOUSE EVERY TUESDAYS P.M.
Fullest information from-

Mr. J. BOLLAND [Rick. 5168] or Mr. L. ROLLITT (Sec.) 103 New Road or Miss I. SEVERN [Wat. 9383]
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