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EDITORIAL
The results of the recent Ward Elections, in which

fifteen nominees contested the seven available Council
seats, make very interesting reading, and it will be seen
that three new Councillors have been given the con-
fidence of the electors.

In Croxley Green North, where the retiring Council
Chairman was standing as Independent in a triangular
contest, there was considerable speculation, and the
wisdom or otherwise of his decision was freely com-
mented upon. The figures opposite show that the two-
party complex has most certainiy spread to Local
Elections, and the successful Labour candidate polled
the "almost as usual" number of votes, although a
total of 1447 was given to his rivals!

Labour secured the only gain of the day, in Mill End,
where their candidate, T. R. Hider, defeated Counci!lor
Mrs. S. Welch by as many as 230 votes, and his change
of " country" doubtless proved very satisfying.

Another "switch" from unsuccessful to successful
pastures was made by Mr. R. Mills, who found his way
to Council responsibility by the side of Dr. Pears, in
Town Ward, where these two Conservative representa-
tives could hardly be separated with 926 and 928 votes
respectively.

Sefton Boal, again contesting Croxley Green (South)
in the Labour cause, got a little nearer the goal, but
was unable to hold R. E. Groves, who retained the seat
for the Conservatives with a majority of 172.

The anticipated result was forthcoming in Moor Park,
where Councillor Peebles retained his seat with 901 votes
agairist the' 43 given to his Labour opponent, Mr. H.
Foster.

WM. BIGNELL LTD.
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Evenglo Paint and G.P. Undercoat
Wallcharm .(thelovely Satin wall finish)
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Wallpapers : Paste : Brushes : Etc.

SOFONO AND SONNET FIRES
Lawn Mowers Gardening Requisites,

* * *
Opposite C I G Phone
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In West Hyde it is also "as you were", with the
present Labour Councillor, Mr. C. B. Gregory, success-
fully holding the seat against the Conservative candi-
date, Mr. F. A. Hor ley, by a majority of 146.

Our good wishes are extended to all successful candi-
dates, particularly those who will be facing very soon
the considerable responsibility of representing the
People, by whose will they govern. May they, and
indeed, all Councillors, be prompted not by " caucus"
but " cause".

LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTION
May 10th, 1952

CROXLEY GREEN (NORTH).
Jones (L) 1189, Young (C) 970,
CROXLEY GREEN (SOUTH).
Groves (C) 974, Boal (L) 8DO.
MOOR PARK. No change.
Peebles (C) 901, Foster (L) 43.
WEST HYDE. No change.
Gregory (L) 385, Hor ley (C) 239.
MILL END. Labour gain.
Hider (L) 1338, Mrs. Welch (C) 1108.
TOWN. No change.
Pears (C) 928, Mills (C) 926, Gough (L) 379,
Home (1.,) 363.

No change.
Pitkin (I) 477.

No change -,

I Our deep sympathy is extended to the family of I
the late R.U.D.C. Housing Manager, Mr. Shirt, of
whose death, on April 26th, we heard with sincere

. regret.
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CIVIL DEFENCE

Now, Mr. and Mrs. Reader, do not just pass this
article by because of its title and go on to the next, as
I am sure you are sufficiently interested to want to know
the position as regards Civil Defence in Croxley Green,
even if you are not a volunteer yourself.

The past history is not so good. AlthclTlgh the Civil
Defence Recruiting Campaign which was started locally
in November, 1950.: produced a good response in volun-
teers, and training classes were well attended, there
has been a pronounced deterioration during the last five
months, mainly owing to the resignation of Mr. H. J.
Snashall, and the difficulties of filling his post. Now
the post has been filled, by myself, and naturally we
want to go ahead as fast as we can.

During the World War H, Croxley Green built up a
reputation in A.R.P. (as it was then called) and it has
accordingly traditions to live up' to, should this ever be
necessary.

The position at the moment is that some small pro-
gress has been made, in that a number of classes have
been started, but the attendance is very small owing to
the shortage of genuine volunteers, the existing strength
of which is far short of the authorised peace-time estab-
lishment.

Civil Defence. as you probably know, is now the
Fourth Arm of Defence, and while admittedly the least
glamorous, particularly in peace time, experience shows
that there are always a large number of residents in the
district who have some apparent good reason for not
volunteering, in a manner which admittedly is typically
English, and is best described as a convenient uncon-
sciousness to something which is, shall we say, possibly
unpalatable. A variety of reasons are produced as ex-
cuses of Which the following are typical examples:--

(a) "It will never happen."
(b) "Well, one atom bomb, and we're finished! "
(c) "Oh, I did my whack last time, so I don't want

any training, but I'll be there when the time
comes."

Now, let's be honest with ourselves. Arpu't these
rather poor excuses because, taking them in turn, I
would like to suggest that:--

(a) We said that last time.
(b) This is an exaggerated impression of the effect of

an atom bomb dropped in this country and
there is no reason to believe the maximum
radius for any damage is more than 2! miles.

(c) Thanks, but that is some time ago, and a little
refresher training will not hurt you.

Again. my impression is that the average resident
is perhaps a little bit scared of Civil Defence, and the
mere mention of enrolment causes him or her to shy
away, though their intentions may be of the best. They
feel they do not know what they are letting themselves

llin for, and it is as well to state here, though it is in all
the Civil Defence leaflets, that the only commitment
is one hour's training a week, and that he or she is at .
liberty to resign as and when they wish. Another point
of view on this matter is the professed dislike of going
anywhere outside one's own district for training, even
though travelling expenses are. payable for such
journeys--well, always provided there is a sufficient

DIARY OF GARDENING
MAY -- JUNE .-0

Now is the time to have a general survey, to check
up on all those early summer tasks which, tackled well
at this season, will amply repay in crop and colour later
on. Have a regard to your seedlings for a start, and
thin wherever you can so that later disturbance is re-
duced to a minimum.

Bedding plants may also be placed in position; ~
Antirrhinums, Dahlias, Pansies and Violas readily come J r-'"
to mind, and of course many other charming and long-
flowering plants. Most Alpines can also be propagated
now, and the various clumps will benefit by division
and replanting.

Staking will be necessary in the border, but be very
careful when doing the job, for the herbaceous plants are
juicy and tender and are easily broken with clumsy
handling.

Make outdoor sowings of Beetroot, Runner Beans,
Lettuce, Carrot, Turnip and Marrow, and try some more
Peas, which take little time to get started now that the
ground is warmer.

Keep your syringe or spray in working order so that
immediate use can be made of a nicotine wash when
those aphides appear. Derris should be dusted on seed-
lings of the Brassica group; although. a somew~at
painstaking business it is well worth the time, for whilst
prevention is possible, cure is -certainly not probable.

If you have shrubs, now is the time to prune them,
as soon as the flowers have faded, tying in the new wood
as necessary.

To keep the lawn good-tempered, give frequent
trimming with the blades set just a little bit higher than
they were last month, remembering that "little and
often" is the best way to treat grass that is expected to
stand up to a possible drought or scampering youngsters.
Treat the weeds (if any) with a watering of one of the
recognised mixtures, blended to deal most effectively
with the offenders whilst not harming the grasses. You
will realise that no " let-up" is possible in the garden,
so, enough--Out you go!

Civil Defence continued-
number of volunteers for a particular class (say ten)
classes can be arranged in your district.

So there, as briefly as possible, is the case for Civil
Defence locally, and I leave it with you to. come. along
and join us. I personally am always available ID the
Rickmansworth Urban District Council Offices to meet
any prospective volunteers and answer any queries. The
Corps consists of five sections, Headquarters, Wardens,
Ambulance, Rescue and Welfare, so that you have a
choice of these sections, the duties of which space does
not permit me to describe, but whi:h you may be able
to visualise for yourself. In particular, may I draw
the attention of the ladies to the fact that this area,
in the evellt of a European or World War, is earmarked
as a reception area for Greater London ~nd ~he Welfare (~
Section will be the most important section ID the local
organisation, involving as it will the provisio~ of
emergency rest and feeding centres for a very consider-
able number of evacuees.

R.St.H.C.

Rudge • Humber • Robin Hood eye LES Phillips • Norman • New Hudson
(H.P. terms arranged)

Repairs and Overhauls
Stockist for .• MAZOA" and

.• CROMPTON" LAMPS
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HQ.LIDA Y HINTS
.. OTHERWISE IT MAY BE YOUR TURN

Probably after having adjusted your household bud-
gets, you might just "squeeze" a holiday this year.
We hope you do. . .

You may even guess what is gomg to follow, but If
so we do not apologise for saying once again. as we do
annually, "Have you remembered to ... ?"
(1) Ensure all ground floor windows are securely

fastened.
(2) Lock, if possible, EVERY ROOM, and particularly

those (such as the kitchen) which are at the back
of the house and more or less hidden from passers-by
and neighbours.

(3) Warn your neighbour(s) and, if you leave your key
with friends or relatives, inform the police of this
fact.

(4) Avoid obvious advertisement of an empty house.
(5) Stop delivery of newspapers, milk, etc., the

commonest sign of an empty house, and an open
invitation to the housebreaker.

Police authorities are pleased if householders notify
their proposed dates of absence, holiday address and
phone number (if any). The officer on the beat keeps
a special eye on premises known to be temporaruy
unoccupied. . ..

Remember with regard to item 2, that Illegal entnes
are frequently made through a back or side window, and
thereafter the burglar or housebreaker has the entire
house at his disposal. BUT. . . if he finds every
internal room door locked his risks are vastly increased
and the odds are frequently too much against him.

Remember these points and you will not have that
drowsy relaxation on a sunny beach suddenly punc-
tuated by a fear as to whether you left everything safe
and sound. And remind the children that gates are to
keep cattle and sheep inside the field, and are not a
means of letting stock out. Meanwhile, the last picture
of a pleasant picnic field will seem fresher in the memory
if all waste paper has been gathered up, or burnt, or
buried.

Finally, here's wishing you" HAPPY HOLIDAY."
A.T.

ROAD SAFETY
This Association regards as one of its most important

services to the community the appointment of a delegate
to the Council's Road Safety Committee, on which five
Councillors and nine other representatives are faced with
a most difficult oroblem in an endeavour to make (and
keep) the local roads as safe as possible for all users.

The Committee's wide and varied approach to the per-
plexing question of road safety is best exemplified by
detailing some of the many points discussed at a recent
meeting, at which our delegate, Mr. E. H. Page, was
present. and at which a welcome w?~ extended to
Group-Capt. R. St. H. Clarke, M.B.E., A.F.e., as
successor to Mr. H. J. Snashall.

A resolution was agreed upon whereby Press repre-
sentatives should be appointed as Committee members.
[Truly a step in the right direction, as continued

publicity on this most vital question is of the utmost
im port.ancc. J

Publication in the local press of accident figures, at
quarterly intervals, has already been arranged, an,d the
provision of additional notice boards for IJoster display
is being investigated, as is also the POSSIbIlity of the
placing of " accident maps" at appropriate local points.

The award of diplomas from the Royal Society for
Prevention of Accidents was most willingly undertaken
by the Council Chairman, the recipients being four
Council employees, to whom we accord our congratula-
tions, which are also extended to Mr. W. A. Whiting, of
173 Uxbridge Road, Rickmansworth, who received the
Committee's appreciation on his very commendable road
courtesy.

Details were noted of a "merit stamp" scheme,
Iimi ted to those under 17 who are members of a Junior
Accident Prevention Council, Cycling Safety League, or
a Courtesy Club. "Merit Stamps" and. Diplomas woul.d
be granted for specified road safety achievements, and It
was agreed that school teachers' co-operation be sought
to enable such a scheme to be implemented.

The dangers of negotiating Scots Hill. particularly
after dark, were considered and the possibility of the
approaches being suitably sign posted was discussed, and
time was also devoted to the possible re-siting and better
lighting of the " Red House" pedestrian crossing:

The Committee has our thanks for Its obviously
realistic approach to the urgent problem of Road
Safety. W.F.H.

For QUALITY, SERVICE and CIVILrry
shop at

BR-Yj.\~rr·sS"fOR.ES
141 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN.

Stockist the famous

" Birds Eye
for

" Frosted Foods
All ·Provisions kept

Deliveries Dai.l y

•ID Refrigeration during Hot Weather
Phone: RICK. 3323
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WE HEAR-

The Rickrnansworth V.D.C. Rates are to go up to
23s. 6d. in the pound, an increase of 2s. 2d. According
to Dr. Pears, the Chairman of the Finance Committee,
the future looks anything but rosy. The Council have
built up a reserve fund during the past fifteen years,
but have only raided this balance by £800, leaving some
£28,000 in the Capital Investment Fund, which is esti-
mated to bring in just over £700 annually. This will
virtually balance out the amount taken from the reserve
fund. Some Uounr illors apparently think that these
reserves should be used now to reduce the added burden
on the ratepayers, but it is apparently a question of
opinion as to whether this year should be counted as
the rainy day, or whether there are wetter ones to come.

The rateable value of the Rickmansworth U.D.C.
administered area is estimated to be just over £40,000.
Examination of rateable values throughout the country
would indicate that a very small unit tends to spend
a higher proportion of its rate income on administration
and not sufficient on actual services.

The Station Officer of the Watford Fire Brigade is
comlaining that the Fire Service is being misused, due
to householders failing to keep their chimneys clean,
with the result that they catch fire and a call is made
on the brigade. The cost of this service is high enough
indeed, without it having to bear the additional cost
of attendance on householders who neglect what is after
all their duty to their neighbours. It would, indeed,
be a tragedy if all the available appliances were engaged
on such incidents when a real fire occurred at, for ex-
ample, a hospital or boarding school.

The Rickmansworth War Memorial question is appar-
ently not finally settled. It does seem rather unfor-
tunate that a memorial of this type should have to be
a subject of such controversy.

There appears to be little abatement of the cyclists
using the footpaths in the district, and many elderly
people are being endangered because of this practice. A
few prosecutions would stamp it out very quickly.

WOOLS. HABERDASHERY. CHILDREN'S WEAR

TELEPHONE WATFORD 3824

C~IRMAN'~

It is not necessary to have a knowledge of clairvoy
memory to be able to summarise the events of the past a
present, and what can be foreseen as possible developmen

Since the war, the economic and financial ~cies
as one expedient following another. No doubt the 'res
problems that they can perhaps be excused to a degree fo
but let us not forget that those who aspire to govern us
serve. In particular, perhaps because of my own person
I would refer to the policies on imports and exports. The
sight of the fact that his life and livelihood "are, to a very
this country and the rest of the world. We have a larg
sufficient for only a small proportion; the balance must,
in the world markets are higher than those of our comp
following the war, when there was a virtual shortage of
a question of whether they could be delivered. The posi
of British mauufactured goods are comparable to those w
drop in volume.

Gradually. over the last two or three years, this h
favcurable balance of trade, which has led to the recent strin
Government. These restrictions have had the effect of eo
to all concerned that if we find it necessary to cut dow
take similar steps to maintain an even balance of curren

There is a limit beyond which restrictions of this
the worst aspects of sudden policy changes is the break
contractual obligations, which may be harmful to prestige.

We have heard, for so many years, that a properl
into the clear, but it does rather seem that this planned
countries, the position was not tackled courageously enou
paying the penalty. You may well ask, "What is the re
vidual, who is not in possession of all the facts, to even g
clearly that our first step must be to increase output, an
price " rings" must go and restrictive practices on both s
rulers, not more frustrating restrictions. Let them tackle
we were rather led to believe that they would do, when
were made by the previous Government, and without dou
vote-catching angle and deal with the problem in a way
frustrations, but permanent lasting benefits.

Economic and financial policies are not necessari.y
are to succeed and progress, and we mere ratepayers are
against frustrations and ever-increasing demands on our m,
also put their house in order, not. with a~ ey _ o.n te~r;
lasting benefits locally, and matenally assist national! .

WEDDING BOUQUETS WREATHS
FLORAL TRIBUTES

MARTIN
Grove Gardens-Baldwins Lane
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nee to look into the future, but it often needs a very good
d study them side by side with what is happening at
s of the future.

of ~ country have been such as could only be described
ons, ~ for policy making were faced with such serious
not being able to see daylight the whole way through,

should be able to see further ahead than we whom they
I interest in and connection with this aspect of business,
average resident of a community such as ours often loses

ge degree, governed by the interchange of trade between
population in this country, and we produce foodstuffs

therefore, be imported. The prices of many British goods
titors from other countries, and while in the early days
everything and all articles could be sold, it was merely
ion has now changed, and unless the price and quality
(ich can be obtained elsewhere, the sales must, of necessity,

.s been taking effect, hence the rapidly increasing un-
'ent economies which were put into effect by the present
.nter-restrictions in other countries, as it must be obvious
. our imports, countries having goods to export invariably
y levels in their own countries.

ind cannot assist the economy of a country, and one of
19 of contracts and a general feeling of suspicion towards

planned economy would lead us out of the wood and
economy has led us into the wood. As in some other
h when we turned from war to peace, and we are now
edy?" but it is sometimes difficult f.or an crdinary indi-
e a balanced opinion. It does, however, stand out very
thereby enable production costs to be kept within bounds;
es should not be tolerated. We need a lead from our
he position in a more bold and courageous fashion, as
.hey were in a position to criticise others. If mistakes

they were made, let the present Government forget the
hat will bring trs not merely temporary reliefs and

onfined only to Government levels and if we, as a country,
be able to live and not merely struggle from day to day

~re salary, our local representatives and councils must
~ expedients, but with a long-term view that will bringVJ .
~. -

T. POOLEY.

Confectionery: Toys: Greeting Cards

PIKE &
ARRY

196 Watford Rd.
Phone: Watford 2075

Coach Bookings:Newspapers delivered
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-AND OBSERVE

The fares controversy seems to be gathering
momentum throughout the country, and not without
good cause. Many travellers from this district are not
only disturbed, but shocked to realise that the
nationalised undertakings are able to impose their will
on their clients in the sure knowledge that there is no
alternative method of .transport which they can use ..
There must surely come a day when the last straw is
laid on the camel's back, and we believe that that day
is not far distant.

The Council have had to think again on the question
of Council house rents. It is not the duty nor the in-
tention of this Association to criticise or applaud the
decision of the Council; it is, however, our duty to
point out publicly that if the Council had taken the
guidance of the Tenants' Association this controversy
would never have arisen. The Council were instrumental
in the formation of these associations and we do wonder
why they were brought into being if the Council does
not allow them to function properly. Perhaps recent
events will have brought home to the Council the need
to take heed of local opinion.

The seat provided by this Association near to the
memorial on the Green is evidently being much appre-
ciated and is serving a very useful purpose. It is in
keeping with the surroundings and it is hoped that those
members of the public using the Green will in turn use
the seat and reflect upon the purpose for which it has
been provided.

In the recent County Council Elections it is reported
that 44.62 per cent of the electorate voted. Mr. Peebles
polled 2,755 votes, and Mrs. Wise 1,572, a majority of
1,183. Considering the fact that the County spend so
much of the total rate collected, 44.62 per cent is most
disappointing.

Of the total rate of 23/6d., 3/11·gid. is spent by the
Rickmansworth U.D.C., 3/1' 3d. by the Colne Valley
Sewage Board and 16/5d. by the County Council. This-
is a clear example and indication of the interest the
Ratepayer should take in local elections.

DECORATIONS
GENERAL REPAIRS

Ra/ph

STONELL
•CA card-or a ring-for a call1

32. Barton Way,
Croxley Green.

Telephone:
RICK. 3231

/
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CP0'-iIRMAN'S LETT~'"'\

It is not necessary to have a knowledge of clairvoyance to look into the future, but it often needs a very good
memory to be able to summarise the events of the past and study them side by side with what is happening at
present, and what can be foreseen as possible developments of the future.

Since the war, the economic and financial ncies of ~,country have been such as could only be described
as one expedient following another. No doubt the -respons, ,-, for policy making were faced with such serious
problems that they can perhaps be excused to a degree for not being able to see daylight the whole way through,
but let us not forget that those who aspire to govern us should be able to see further ahead than we whom they
serve. In particular, perhaps because of my own personal interest in and connection with this aspect of business,
I would refer to the policies on imports and exports. The average resident of a community such as ours often loses
sight of the fact that his life and livelihood 'are, to a very large degree, governed by the interchange of trade between
this country and the rest of the world. We have a large population in this country, and we produce foodstuffs
sufficient for only a small proportion; the balance must, therefore, be imported. The prices of many British goods
in the world markets are higher than those of our competitors from other countries, and while in the early days
following the war, when there was a virtual shortage of everything and all articles could be sold, it was merely
a question of whether they could be delivered. The position has now changed, and unless the price and quality
of British manufactured goods are comparable to those which can be obtained elsewhere, the sales must, of necessity,
drop in volume.

Gradually. over the last two or three years, this has been taking effect, hence the rapidly increasing un-
favourable balance of trade, which has led to the recent stringent economies which were put into effect by the present
Government. These restrictions have had the effect of counter-restrictions in other countries, as it must be obvious
to all concerned that if we find it necessary to cut down our imports, countries having goods to export invariably
take similar steps to maintain an even balance of currency levels in their own countries.

There is a limit beyond which restrictions of this kind cannot assist the economy of a country, and one of
the worst aspects of sudden policy changes is the breaking of contracts and a general feeling of suspicion towards
contractual obligations, which may be harmful to prestige.

We have heard, for so many years, that a properly planned economy would lead us out of the wood and
into the clear, but it does rather seem that this planned economy has led us into the wood. As in some other
countries, the position was not tackled courageously enough when we turned from war to peace, and we are now
paying the penalty. You may well ask, "What is the remedy?" but it is sometimes difficult for an ordinary indi-
vidual, who is not in possession of all the facts, to even give a balanced opinion. It does, however, stand out very
clearly that our first step must be to increase output, and thereby enable production costs to be kept within bounds;
price " rings" must go and restrictive practices on both sides should not be tolerated. We need a lead from our
rulers, not III:Pre frustrating restrictions. Let them tackle the position in a more bold and courageous fashion, as
we were rather led to believe that they would do, when they were in a position to criticise others. If mistakes
were made by the previous Government, and without doubt they were made, let the present Government forget the
vote-catching angle and deal with the problem in a way that will bring us not merely temporary reliefs and
frustrations, but permanent lasting benefits.

Economic and financial policies are not necessarily confined only to Government levels and if we, as a country,
are to succeed and progress, and we mere ratepayers are to be able to live and not merely struggle from day to day
against frustrations and ever-increasing demands on our meagre salary, our local representatives and councils must
also put their house in order, not with an ey_ on tem.E..orary expedients, but with a long-term view that will bring
lasting benefits locally, and materially assist national!' ~

T. POOLEY.

WEDDING BOUQUETS WREATHS
FLORAL TRIBUTES

Confectionery: Toys: Greeting Cards

PIKE &
ARRY

196 Watford Rd.MARTIN Phone: Watford 2075
Grove Gardens-Baldwins Lane
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CIVIC RESTAURANT
The Croxley Green Residents' and Ratepayers' Asso-

ciation, in reproducing below correspondence in connec-
tion with the Ministry's decision not to confirm the
Rickmansworth U.D.C.'s intention to compulsorily
acquire this piece of land and thus perpetuate the use
of this unsightly building, merely wish to show that
more tha.n ever, in all local matters that concern rate-
payers, PUBLIC OPINION MUST BE SOUGHT.

It has never been the aim or desire of this Association
to oppose the Council in their decisions, but rather it is
an Association which exists for the purpose of increasing
civic consciousness, and acting as a mouthpiece for and
a negotiating channel on behalf of, its members.

Much work has been done even for non-members, as
the Association has always taken the broad view, that
all ratepayers' and residents' opinions should be con-
sidered, whether they be members or otherwise. We
have always prided ourselves that our method of work-
ing in harmony with all concerned achieves its purpose
more easily and more effectively than by destructive
criticism.

There have, however, been occasions when the weight
of public opinion has forced us to oppose the decisions
of the Council, and this particular case is typical. This
inquiry need never have been held, had the Council
heeded the vigorous voice of this Association which,
after all, was merely reflecting the voice of the people.

The Ministry's decision amply confirms the stand
which was taken on this matter, and it is hoped that
such incidents can be avoided in the future through a
little more co-operation.

We say to our councillors: "We are ever anxious to
co-operate.-Are you? "

ERIC NORMAN'S

Ministry of Housing & Local Government,
Whitehall London, S:W.]..--.

Sir, 18th April, < J2.
The Rickmansworth (Croxley Green Restaurant

Site) Compulsory Purchase Order, 1951
I am directed by the Minister of Housing and Local

Government to refer to his letter of 14th February and
to say that having carefully considered your objection
and the reports of his Inspector on the Inquiry held on
26th February, the Minister has decided not to confirm
the Order.

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant,

H. H. BROWNE.
Association,

The Secretary,
Croxley Green Residents'

Croxley Green, Herts.

The Chairman,
The Croxley Residents' Association.

May 2nd, 1952.
Dear Sir,

On behalf of the residents of Winton Drive and Winton
Crescent we would like to thank the Association for the
assistance, so freely given, in the recent inquiry held
by the Ministry of Housing and Lo-al Government into.
the compulsory purchase of the Croxley G7"en Res-
taurant Site which was not upheld by the Ministry.

May we wish continued success to the Association in
its efforts on behalf of the residents of Croxlcy Green.

Yours faithfully,
A. Warren, 132 Win ton Drive,
E. Birch, 145 Winton Drive,
K. G. Winstanley, 143 Winton Drive,
E. W. Beecham, 142 Winton Drive,
C. Saunders, 6 Winton Crescent,
H. C. Robertson, 8 Winton Crescent,
P. H. Avey, 141 Winton Drive.
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SO SIMPLE YET SO SOUND!
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LADIES ONLY
.~~ been wondering how many of the recipes I hav;e

giv·t0 have been of any use to you. In a fea~ure of this
kind one has nothing to go upon; however, if there are
any of you who would like a recipe for any particular
dish I shall always be pleased to hear from t?em. ~n
the other hand, if any of you have a pet reClpe which
you would like to share with our readers, please send
it to me, c /0 the Editor.

Meals are still a problem, and I'm trying to give some
recipes which may help to relieve the monotony and
eke out the available bits and bobs.

Savoury Omelette
3 eggs, I tablespoonful water, 1 oz. butter (marg.),

2 or 3 rashers bacon, 1 tablespoonful milk, mixed herbs,
salt and pepper.
Savoury dish

Here is another savoury dish. It is possible sometimes
to get a little liver, and now that the bacon ration has
increased, this recipe helps to make the most of both
and a change into the bargain.

Put t lb. (or what you can get) liver, sliced, a few
rashers of bacon and 1 large onion, thinly sliced, into
a dripping tin and cook slowly. Make a brown gravy
and pour over. Serve with thin slices of steamed carrot
and turnip.
Cumberland Pudding

Here is a pudding which I think will please, and the
only fruit required is a lemon.

2 oz. flour, 2 oz. butter, 2 oz. sugar, 1 egg, rind of
lemon or orange, nearly 1 pint of milk.
Grate the rind into the flour, melt the butter and

sugar. Stir in the flour, milk, and well-beaten egg.
When all the ingredients are mixed, beat well, and bake
in a moderate oven from 20 to 30 minutes.
Glossary
" Barde "-A thin slice of fat bacon placed over steaks,

fowls, etc., instead of basting.
•• Beignet "-A pancake or fritter.
"Planquette "-A kind of fricassee made with white

sauce and thickened with yolk of egg.
•• Bisque "-Name given to soups made with shelled

fish.
•• Brioche "-A light French yeast cake.
•• Braise "-To cook meat in a closely-covered pan to

prevent evaporation, so that the meat retains its
own juices, and takes its flavour from the vege-
tables, herbs, etc.

Household Hiats
Hard-boiled eggs for salad should first be boiled

for 12 minutes and then immediately put into cold water;
it prevents them from turning black.

-, To whiten poached eggs drop a little vinegar into the
water.

To remove mildew, rub over the marks with the juice
of a raw potato, sprinkle with salt and lie in the sun.
Repeat the process if necessary two or three times.

If sugar is sprinkled over mint it will chop much more
easily.
Wayward Words

A genius is a man who shoots at something no one
else can see-and hits it.

•. FEMINA."

PRE-ELECTION MEETING, 1952
The enthusiasm displayed by the residents who

attended the meeting in the Civic Restaurant on May
6th proved that the Association's efforts to encourage
interest in local affairs have been far from wasted.

The meeting, at which Mr. T. Pooley took the chair,
was held for the purpose of giving electors an oppor-
tunity of meeting and hearing candidates in the local
elections on May l Oth. Invitations had been sent to
both parties nominating candidates and to the indepen-
dent candidate asking for their support in this venture.

It was disappointing that the Labour Party were not
prepared to co-operate and the correspondence read by
the Secretary revealed that they" considered no useful
purpose would be served," and declined the invitation
without further explanation. Mr. R. T. Pitkin, who was
standing as Independent candidate in the North Ward,
and Messrs. N. C. Young and R. E. Groves, as Conserva-
tive candidates in the North and South Wards respec-
tively, were made very welcome by the meeting. After
each had had an opportunity of stating his views they
were bombarded with a wide variety of questions.

Mr. Pitkin commenced his remarks by an explanation
why he was standing as an Independent candidate at
this election. He said he had had a break with his
former party supporters by his refusal to " toe the party
line" and added that he had been " slated for carrying
out his pledges to the electorate." In their turn, both
Mr. Young and Mr. Groves assured the meeting that, if
elected, they would vote and act according to their
conscience without being bound by any compulsion to
follow a pre-arranged decision. Each of these statements
was warmly applauded from the floor.

An interesting point was made by Mr. Groves that
of the 2s. Zd, increase in the General Rate this year,
Is. 4d. went to the County, 8d .. to the Colne Valley
Sewerage Board, and only 2d. to the R.U.D.C. The
Rickmansworth share was kept at this low figure by
saving in other directions and by drawing on balances.

As a result of the Committee system, each Councillor
had an intimate knowledge of only a few of the activities
of the Council, although each managed to acquire+a
general knowledge of all the rest. . :J

The chief topic of interest to the electors present was
that of Housing, and each candidate in turn was called
upon to answer pertinent questions as to the allocation
of licences, rising costs of building plots, planning
control, and the necessity for keeping building cost's
down as far as commensurate with quality.

A subject which caused a lively exchange between the
hall .arrd ,platform. was that of decoration to Council
houses. One tenant asserted that in addition to a green
door with orange frames, he was now to be supplied
with yellow windows both outside and-he complained-
inside. Whilst he, in the sanctuary of his sitting room
could bear the thought of the outside colour scheme, the
yellow window frames inside were much at variance
with the cream paint and decorations in the rest of the
room.

Other pet grievances given an airing included rubbish
dumping in Croxley Woods--not by the public-but by
commercial undertakings; the fact that residents in
roads not taken over by the Council still have to pay
the same rates without equal services; limiting the
extent of tree-lopping to preserve the beauty of the
district; an exposition on the Committee system em-

DECORATINGPLUMBING

8 Hastings Way
Croxley Green

R. GRIFFIN
Estimates
Free
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ployed by the Council and an individual statement as
to his religious views by each candidate.

The Chairman, in conclusion, commented on the
pleasure it had given him to see opposing candidates
combining to discuss problems to the common good,
without bickering or any endeavour to make party
capital from the exchanges of opinion. He re-asserted the
Association's policy not to seek to elect candidates but
to maintain friendship with all Council members and
officers in promoting the best interests of the district.

The meeting concluded with an interesting talk on
Civil Defence in the district by Group-Capt. Clark, who
emphasised the points given in the article on the subject
elsewhere in this issue. .

SOCIAL SIDE
The Croxley Green Hor-ticultural Society are planning

that their summer show should again be one of the
most important events in the county. Members are
very busy in their gardens and allotments, all hoping to
carry off the coveted trophies. Here's hoping that they
all manage to beat last year's magnificent efforts, and
that the elements will respect their endeavours.

The members and fniends of the local Townswomen's
Guilds had a very hectic day on the 9th April. Starting
at 11.15 a.m. and continuing, apart from meals, until
approximately 10 p.m., eight plays were presented in
a non-competitive Drama Festival. No points were
awarded, but the adjudicator, Mr. Laurence Hayes, was
able' to give some very helpful words of guidance to the
participants. In his summing up, Mr. Hayes commented
favourably on the high standard obtained in the pro-
ductions and said that there were some outstanding
individual performances.

The Travelling Library is now available to the resi-
dents of North Croxley Green each Tuesday morning,
from 10.15 to 11 a.m., and is stationed at the junction
of Grove Crescent and Baldwins Lane. People who are
already enrolled at any Herts County Branch Library
can use their reader's tickets at the Travelling Library.
New members can be registered on application. No
children's books are available on the van, but non-
fiction as well as fiction is stocked. Requests for speci-
;fic books can be accepted in the usual way.
r The Watford Dacorum Drama Festival will be held in
St. Marys Hall from May 19th to 24th, inclusive.
Amongst the eighteen entrants for one-act plays there
are one or two local teams. The adjudicator is Mr.
Laurence Hayes, and as the' standard is usually very
high, drama lovers have nearly a full week's enjoyment
in front of them.

A STEP
IN THE R IG H T DIRECTION
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245 New Rd.,Croxley Green
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REPAIRS

Telephone ..
RICK. 2819

A future feast is also in store for music lovers. this
is the Musical Festival to be held in Watford fror-_\;[ay
21st to 24th" inclusive. The Boys' Grammar School and
The Chater School will be the venue, and on Wednesday,
MayZSth, a concert will be given at the Town Hall, the
performers being some of the competitors and the massed
choirs. This is certainly a venture into new pastures as
last year a well-known choir was booked. This year
the promoters feel that amateur talent should fill the «<.
whole of the bill, and it is to be hoped that local resi-
dents :v~ll give the venture their full support and prove .:>
the critics wrong who argue that it is impossible to
make something pay without a "name" to draw. Com-
petitors from all over the country are eligible.

The Cro xley Theatre Club gave some good entertain-
ment. on the 4th and 5th April, when they presented
" Painted Sparrows" at the Guildhouse. The majority
of the members are young, but there is a leavening of
more .exp~nenced players and it is good to see a society
of this kmd growmg up in the village, as the need for
such has been great. The play was produced by Stanley
E. Weedon, who was able to weld together a useful
cast from the available members.

The "Resident's" Old Time Dance season ended
wit!"tan "Au Revoir" dance on Saturday, May 17th, for
which event we returned to All Saints' Church Hall.

It seems much less than nine months since what has
proved to be yet another successful season bezan in
which we hope to have retained old friends and ~ade
new ones. Truly, time flies, and very soon the Social
Committee will be announcing next season's "opener."
Your entertainment is our reward, so "Here's to the
next time"!

RETIRING HEADl\'IISTRESS-AN INVITATION
To all former pupils of All Saints' Girls' School, and

of Hal'vey Road School, Oroxley Green.
Miss Cooper is retiring in July and would like to meet

you at Social Even ing's to be held in the School
Canteen at 7.30 p.rn.

For those between fifteen and eisrhteen July 4th is the
date, and Mrs. Fenton at Harvey" Road School would
like to hear from yon by June 6th
F";;'; those over eighteen-July Tl th is the day, and
Mrs. Ellard, 38, Yorke Road, would like .to hear from
you by June 13th. G '

The" CATCH of the SEASON"

is at
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192 Watford Road
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