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What's in a name'?" Eighteen mouths ago the title
of this magazine became " The Crox·ley,:'F-esident", to
conform more closely to the name by which the Croxley
Green Residents' Association was more generally known
-" The Residents". Now, by a decision taken at the
recent A.G.M., we change again, but, this time, the
title of the Association!

We had fondly imagined that the words" Residents'
Association" implied that ANY Croxley Green resident
would be welcomed as a member. However, there must
have been doubts on the matter and as we cannot allow
anyone to continue in a state of uncertainty as to
whether he or she is eligible .for membership, the name
of the Association will henceforth be "The Croxley
Green Residents' and Ratepayers' Association".

You should no longer be under a misapprehension!
If you are living in Croxley Green, whether in your own
house or another-s, whether in " rooms" or " digs",
tile Association is for YOU! Don't hesitate any more.
Get in now, and help make 1952 a real leap year!

WOOLS. HABERDASHERY. CHILIlREN'S WEAR

TELEPHONE WATFORD 3824

EDITORIAL

It is so obvious a truism that Christmas-time promotes
oodwill that we tend to overlook our responsibility in

this respec at--ether-times-of-the year. Whatever oar

likes or dislikes, our failings or virtues, from January
to December, we KNOW (and prove to ourselves year
after year) that at Christmas-time we shall overflow with
the milk of human kindess, shower benefactions all over
tile place, be more than prepared to shake hands with
our very worst enemy, and live in peace with the whole
world! What a satisfying of our ego! It gratifies most
of us to think that we are regarded as " a jolly good

fellow", and we fully intend to, justify that opinion
far beyond the Christmas season, but-somehow or other
-we seem to find it necessary to re-create it each year.
Yet what a reward would be ours if only we had regard
for our neighbours' well-being at all times. And so it
could be, if we but chose it, and tile coming Christmas
season gives us all once more an opportunity to make
our contribution to the service of others. Let us then
make a firm resolve that, however little leisure we may
have, some of it at least will be given in trying to help
the rest of the community, so that when we reflect at
Christmas 1952 on the subject of Croxley Green, our
efforts as residents will have seemed worth while.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 1951

Strong comment from the Chairman, tributes to indi-
vidual members for work during the past year and a
resolution which' slightly changed the' name of the
Association were highlights in the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Croxley Green Residents: Association held in
the Science Room of "the .Dickinson 'Guildhouse on
Wednesday, 14th November, 1951.

Chairmans Address
After reiterating the independent attitude of the As-

.sociation ·in all political" party-controversy, Mr .PooleY·
dealt with the keen interest at present being shown in.
local government at :County level. Through the Herts
Federation of Residents', Ratepayers' and kindred
Associations, action could now be taken in matters
which are purely the concern of the Herts County __
Council but of direct interest to ratepayers. S-i-nce--this:--
Federation in. turn acts .in corru nc'tion=wi'th ..·the Home
Counties' Federation and has contact with the National
Union of Ratepayers' Associations, pressure can be'
brought to bear at a National level. Any matter, how-
ever hrge or small, can now be presented by this Asso-
ciation at any level from the local Council up to a
Ministry, and this machinery would be used to the full.

Mr. Pooley then expressed regret that the various
public transport bodies are not as co-operative as they
might be. Mention was made of the instance of the
threatened closure of the L.M.S. lines from Watford to
Croxley Green and Rickmansworth respectively, where,
incideutally, the responsible authorities seem to have
had second thoughts. The Association would continue
to watch most carefully demands made through the

. rates and instanced the intention of the Council to take
over County roads within its area. .

An occasion was then mentioned by Mr. Pooley of a
decision made by the local Council of major importance
to the residents of Croxley Green without first obtaining
the views of the residents and ratepayers so closely
concerned .. This was the proposal .to compulsorily ac-.
quire the plot of land at present disfigured by the Civic
Restaurant building. This has now apparently been
scheduled as the site of offices and assembly hall instead'
of being returned to its original purpoSfl of erection of
dwelling houses. The unfortunate people who have
purchased houses in Win ton Drive and Winton Crescent
are likely to suffer not only by having such a building
adjoining them, but by the reduction thereby of their
property by some 20 per cent of its value. Mr. Pooley
maintained that it is a complete betrayal of their inter-
ests by the elected representatives of Croxley Green
that such an agreement was made without seeking their
views. The Association would have been pleased to
undertake a canvass of opinion and, as no such action
was taken, has lodged an official appeal against the
purchase order.

This led the Chairman to the debatable point of the
service of elected Councillors. His view had always been
that such representatives were the mouthpiece of the
particular 'ward they served and he asked publicly for
some evidence of this. He said that the local Council

Chamber is the cockpit of opposing political factions
i~wbich the .interests of the.cratepayer suffered as a
result. Ratepayers' memories, lie added •.were-such that
these interests are always uppermost in' their minds-

-even at election time!In 'conclusion, Mr. Pooley thanked all those who h~
worked for the good of the community during the p~_.
year.

Secretary's Repoer
.. The .Secretary, Mr. !'owler, opened his report by
stating that the actual work of the Association depends
to a great extent on circumstances, .. ,The Executive do
not go round looking for trouble; on the other hand,
they do not sit w.aiting for it to materialise. The real
value of the Association, he said, lies in the fact that
it-is in being and ready for action as and when needed
and, meanwhile, holds a watching brief in all matters
likely to affect residents in the area,

He then reported that the question of erecting seats
on the Green as a form of a memorial to the Fallen of
the .. last war was at last reaching finality, The Com-
moners had consented to a' seat being erected en.sa site
in the proximity of the_.Far Memorial, -and an order
had been placed+for va suitable seat, together with a
-plaque. The balance of the money to be used for the
purpose was being handed to the Croxley Green Society

. towards the upkeep of the seat, a not unreasonable
condition imposed by the Commoners.

An Open Meeting in the form of a pre-election meeting
for candidates for the South Ward Election had been
held in the Guildhouse em 30th May, 1951, which had
fulfilled the purpose for which it. was called .

The "Croxley Resident", under the able eelitorship
of Mr. Hadaway, had been produced throughout the
year and reports had been received throughout the
district of the interest it had evoked. Mr. J. S. Robin-
son had held the chair during a very successful season
for the Social Committee, and reference was made to

. -the fact' that the proceeds of the last dance, on 10th
November, had been devoted to the Darby and Joan
Club, illustrating the way in which the Association
supported the efforts of other bodies in the district.

On the Rickmansworth Road Safety Committee we
had been ably represented by Mrs. Crocker and had
taken an active part in the question of road crossings,
especially that at the " Red House". Some improve-
ment had already been made, but it was hoped to put
forward still further recommendations at an early date.
The " School Crossing" sign at the corner of Malvern
Way and Girton Way had been IJ10ved to a more ad-
vantageous position on the suggestion of the Association
to give warning to traffic approaching from Girton Way.

Our Vice-President, Mr. Annear, had throughout the
year, generously given help and guidance and the bene-
fit of experience gained as surveyor for the local Council.. ---..
This had proved especially useful in having the neces-r+",
sary repairs brought about to the pavement by the
Met. Railway Station and also in preventing subsidence "-\
under footpaths in Frankland Road, following the recent
laying of cables.

(continued on page 7)
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DIARY OF GARDENING

On the approach of 1952 it becomes necessary to' re-
,view the last few weeks of 1951 and to list the outstand-
ing' jobs. As usual, we have again been reminded that
little reliance can be placed on any particular kind of
weather at any particular time. For example, October
was such a pleasant month, with flowers seeming so

n' reluctant to cease blooming, that I am. sure many of
- "\..us hadn't the heart to disturb them. November will

do, we thought. November! Rain, and then more
rain! Impossible to do much at all, so here we are,
almost at the year end with some leeway to make up.
Let's ,see what ought to be done over the next two
months. Firstly, if new fruit trees, bushes, shrubs or
roses were planted in the autumn, see that they' ani
firm and, if necessary, securely staked. Tread them
down, adding extra soil as required, so keeping out told
air and frost from the root system.

October-sown sweet peas should now be looking quite
strong 'and 3-4 inches high; this is the time to pinch
them out and let them flower on the second .• break ".
To convince yourselves of the advantage of this method,
just leave a few unpinched, then compare the plants in
the bloom period! Get your trench dug, if not already
done. Take out about 18 inches in both depth and
width and heap the excavated soil along one edge of
the trench, for use when filling in next spring. Break
up the bottom of the trench and mix in some old
manure or compost, then give bottom and sides .a
liberal dusting of lime. After a. few weeks, again fork
over the floor and then leave it to the frosts. (More
about this later.) Look to your stored fruits and vege-
tables periodically, removing damaged and decaying
specimens, and being sure to handle the good ones
carefully.

Order your seeds as soon as possible; early lists are
a great help to seedsmen and prevent possible delay in
executing your order. Check your stock of seed-boxes
and pots, and have them all clean and ready for the
sowing season.

1
1
!I..

Fruit trees should now be 'pruned and winter-sprayed
with 'a tar oil wash when the weather conditions are
suitable; the planting of new trees should similarly
be undertaken only when the soil is reasonably work-
-able.

For those who wish to grow earlier and better chrysan-
themums now is the time to take up some of the okl
stools, remove most of the soil and put them in a frame
or the cold greenhouse, sifting them well with leaf soil
and sand. This will promote the growth of the new
shoots which will provide the cuttings for next season
Pot off the chosen cuttings-you can please yourself
whether you take them cleanly or with a small portion
of root attached-and try to grow them steadily on.
Remember, it is the beginning of their life which will
decide 'the sort of blooms you get later on.

Now for a hint concerning seed beds in the garden
and allotment. I am often asked how I manage to get
my seeds through before the weeds (generally it is the
other way round). Well, after digging the ground and
leaving it in a rough state, about three weeks before
seed-time fork it over and rake it down to a fairly fine
tilth, then give a light dusting of nitrate of soda or
sulphate of ammonia and rake in. After eight or ten
days again rake over the bed, this time slightly deeper
and give another light dressing as above. Then when
seed-time ani ves, proceed in the usual way; and yon
should find that the weeds will have germinated at a
depth of about one inch, and consequently yDl::r cra)
seeds will appear fairly free from weeds.

And now, if any of my readers are wondering whether
or not to take on a piece of garden or an allotment.
I would say" Don't hesitate. You will find it an asse ;
to your table, and it may also be worth while at your
local show. Go to it, then, and good fortune at'tcn-!
your efforts in 1952,"

A. BARBER.

For QUALIT1:7",SERVICE and CIVILITY
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WE HEAR-:-

Civil' Defence
Bushey has' reached its Civil Defence target, Not only

is Bushey first in the Middlesex Division but also first
ip; the London Region, A rsal achievement.

W.atford Borough Boundaries
There is to be "strenuous objectiorr' by Watford

Rural District Council to the absorbing of part of the
R;D.C. area by Watford Borough. This is readily ap-
predated but, behind 1ihese "annexation" proposals
there' are invariably very good reasons, It would be
equally interesting to follow the arguments for and
against the extension of the Borough boundary to take
in Croxley Green. We will, however, have to "wait
and see "'.

County Roads.
The Council is to spend £6,100 on additional plant

and equipment to enable the Surveyor to undertake the
maintenance on County roads upon their being. taken
over by the District Council. We wORder what has
happened to existing County plant and equipment; or
is this the first instalment of the increased cost of this
service, as forecast by this Association?

School Road Patrols
Pay increases for Road Patrols in .Hertfordshire are

to cost the Connty £1,800. The increases represent 50%
more than the existing rates of payment.

Power Cuts
There have been further warnings that, unless we ex-

perience a mild winter and consumers are prepared to
practise real economy, there will undoubtedly be elec-
tricity power cuts.

Road,Safety_
Only five members of the Rickmansworth V.D.C.

Rood Safety Committee attended the meeting on Sep-
tembertzcth: 'we are pleased to be able to record that
this Association's delegate was among those present.
Apologies for absence were received from no fewer than
thirteen members. Indeed, an unlucky number of
absentees. We did think Road Safety was important!

'Civic Restaurant Site
The Council has instructed the Clerk to " obtain con-

firmation of the Order to compulsorily acquire the
Croxley Green Restaurant site, for the purpose of plac-
ing thereon. an Assembly Hall and Offices for Council
business." This Association's opposition has been clearly
aired both in the Press and elsewhere, and 6bjections
have been expressed by residents in the vicinity. We
strongly commend the sincere, but vain, effort made by
Councillor Gurney at the last monthly Council meeting,
when he moved that the resolution should be " referred
back", and we note that, of the other Croxley Green
representatives present, not one of them-Mrs. Wise
and Messrs. Payne, Fisher and Naughton-was prepared
to second him.

WEDDING BOUQUETS WREATHS
FLORAL TRIBUTES

MARTIN
Grove Gardens-Baldwins Lane

CUT FLOWERS A SPECIALITY

THE CHAIR

I am not' an Insurance Agent, neither have I ai
it did strike me very forcibly the other day on looking a
between a policy of this ..kind and membership-r=t, a RI
.until he has a fire .beforo taking :the precaution -~ .nsurn
how small the premium is compared to, the cover given,
no claim is ever made, orQn the other hand, a pol icy r
may' be a claim immediately or a series of small claim,
the householder has a feeling of security which gives not
cive to good citizenship. Enough about insurance as sue

Membership of the Croxley Green Residents' Asse
a 'Very small subscription and this subscription not only
cases where the opposite is the case) to have a real sta
knowledge that whenever any major problem affecting I

, press his case. Fortunately, in Croxley Green serious prl
standing on his own has a very poor chance indeed of ID;
through the medium of a well-conducted and recognised
ever some matter which needs attention has to be deal

Let me quote you an example which is very curre
papers there appeared an advertisement notifying th
compulsorily acquire that piece of land in Winton Dri
lI. civic restaurant: According to the published notice,
purpose of placing thereon an Assembly Hall and Office
asa quiet, secluded road, where owner-occupiers could
ledge that the building plots adjoining them would one,

It must, therefore, have come as a shock to the
their ill-conceived scheme comes to fruition, the house:

It is understood that many of the residents of this
decision, but this is not enough. This Association has 11
matter through an enquiry to what is earnestly hoped w
will be so much stronger if all citizens who value their I

There are various ways in which you can assist, r,
a Cemmit.tee-man, a Street Steward or even an Executi
from the members, and the first step, therefore, is to joi
become a member.

From time to time you will be advised in the eo
You will also be informed how each elected councillor vot
approached, so that this information may ever be upper
those who profess to serve you.
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AN'S' LETTER

y interests in any business connected with Insurance, but
fire insurance policy that there was a distinct analogy

sidentf-'tnd oRatepayers' Association. No householder waits
g his. aperty and, possessions, and when it is considered
he realises the value of such an action. It may well be that
ay run for ,years before there is a claim, or further there

over a period. Nevertheless, whatever the circumstances,
only himself, but his family, peace of mind which is condu-

iation can be had by all inhabitants of the community for
n titles the householder and his wife (or in those unusual
fe and say in the activities of the district, and also the
is interests arises he has someone to whom he may turn to
blems rarely arise, but in such an event a, householder
king his views heard. Working or acting jointly, however,
Association, he can rest assured that he is never alone when-

with.

It indeed: you may recall that recently in the, local news-
Public that the Council intended to seek authority to

e which is now the site of the building previously used as
he Council wish to purchase this piece of ground "for the
or Council business". Win ton Drive was originally planned

content to live in peace ,!<I;1d,.<;l.uietnessin the full know-
ay accommodate similar bouses.."

to realise that the Council have other ideas, and if ever
lders will enjoy anything but peace.

rea have taken individual action to oppose the Council's
ged an appeal to the Minister, and intends to pursue the
be a satisfactory conclusion. The Associations action

vacy and their rights join us in our action.

png from ordinary membership to activ« participation as
Officer of the Association. Executive Officers are elected

~ands with your fellow-residents in need of assistance and

.'
mns of this journal how this particular case is progressing.
on the subject, and what his or her attitude is when

pst in your minds when you are next called upon to choose

T. POOLEY.

1----------------------------------
The "CATCH of the SEASON"

is at
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192 Watford Road
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ISH
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Poultry and Rabbits

Telephone: Gadebrook 3954

-WE OBSERVE

Lodger Tax
This subject received another airing at the November

Council meeting. We don't doubt. that someone must
be right but, having regard to the many contradictory
points- which again emerged, there would seem little
hope of a solution by compromise. Unfortunately, this
question appears to have become a " Party" matter.

Further Education
The Further Education Centre is very concerned at

the apparent general lack of the public's interest in its
activities. As these activities are not " education ,,' as
literally understood by most people, but are in fact,
features of real interest, we feel that a little more suit-
ably-chosen publicity might effect the necessary im-
provement, .and so enhance" .public relationship".

Youth Employment,
The Youth Employment Service is costing the County

a lot of money and there have been criticisms that much
has been done' Which might well have been considered
unnecessary. However, it is interesting to hear that
youth is not seeking the " easy money" jobs; the con-
trary has, in fact, been the case, with the emphasis on
the skilled trades and professions.

Buses
The Council, accepts, "for the time being", the

London Transport Executive's proposal to divert buses
on the 318 Route from Sarratt down Baldwins Lane
and thence via Repton Way, ~herborn8 Way and
Barton \¥ay to New Road. ve« are astounded! These
three latter roads were never intended for buses, and
here are just a few of the reasons which, we suggest,
should have been apparent to anyone who has fully
studied the question:-

(1) The construction of the roads falls short of the
required standard;

(2) The condition of existing pavements and the sit-
ing of trees would require review;

(3) The heavy traffic would undoubtedly affect the
structure of houses along the proposed route;

(4) Values of the properties concerned would surely
be depreciated;

(5) Children's safety would be jeopardised in streets
at present recognised as comparatively safe routes
between homes and schools.

Our past experience of L.T.E. procedure, coupled with
our knowledge of local bus requirements, leaves us in no
doubt but that the proposed re-routing would serve no
useful purpose and, in fact, would preudice the case for
the' only service which would satisfy the real need of
the district, namely, the extension of the present 385
Service via the Green and New Road to the "Met."
Station and its return over the same route.

Confectionery: Toys: Greeting Cards

PIKE &
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196 Watford Rd.
Phone: Watford 2075

Coach Bookings:Newspapers delivered
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THE' CHAIRMAN'S" LETTER

I am not' an Insurance i Agent, neither have I any interests in any business connected with Insurance, but
it did strike me very forcibly the other day on looking at fire insurance policy that there was a distinct analogy

. between a policy of this .kind and membership~ a Residents=-gnd .Ratepayers' Association. No householder waits
.until he .has a fire .before taking ,the precaution ra ,nsuring his ~ "'perty and. possessions. and when it is considered
how small the premium is compared to. the cover given, he realises the value of such an action. It may well be that
no- claim is ever made, or on the other hand, a pol icy may run for years before there is a claim, or further there

. may' be a claim immediately or a series of small claims, over a period. Nevertheless, whatever the circumstances,
the householder has a feeling of security which gives not only himself, but his family, peace of mind· which is condu-
cive to good citizenship. Enough about insurance as such.

. Membership of the Croxley Green Residents' Association can be had by all inhabitants of the community for
a very. small subscription and this subscription not only entitles the householder and his wife (or in those unusual
cases. where the opposite is the case) to have a real stake and say' in the activities of the district, and also the

. knowledge that whenever any major problem affecting his interests arises he has someone jtoiwhorn he may turn to
press his case. Fortunately, in Croxley Green serious problems rarely arise, but in such an event a householder
standing on his own has a very poor chance indeed of making his views heard. Working or acting jointly, however,
through the medium of a well-conducted and recognised Association, he can rest assured that he is never alone when-
ever some matter which needs attention has to be dealt with.

Let me quote you an example which is very current indeed: you may recall that recently in the local news-
papers there appeared an advertisement notifying the Public that the Council intended to seek authority to
compulsorily acquire that piece of land in Winton Drive which is now the site of the building previously used as
I!. civic restaurant. According to the published notice, the Council wish to purchase this piece of ground " for the
purpose of placing thereon an Assembly Hall and Office for Council business". Winton Drive was originally planned
as a quiet, secluded road, where owner-occupiers could be content to live in peace and ..guietness in the full know-
ledge that the building plots adjoining them would one day accommodate similar house·~.":·

It must, therefore, have come as a shock to them to realise that the Council have other ideas, and if ever
their ill-conceived scheme comes to fruition, the householders will enjoy anything but peace.

It is understood that many of the residents of this area have taken individual action to oppose the Council's
decision, but this is not enough. This Association has lodged an appeal to the Minister, and intends to pursue the
matter through an enquiry to what is earnestly hoped will be a satisfactory conclusion. The Association's action
will be so much stronger if all citizens who value their privacy and their rights join us in our action.

There are various ways in which you can assist, ranging from ordinary membership to act.iv= participation as
a Cemmi ttee-man, a Street Steward or even an Executive Officer of the Association .. Executive Officers are elected
from the members, and the first step, therefore, is to join hands with your fellow-residents in need of assistance and
become a member.

From time to time you will be advised in the columns of this Journal how this particular case is progressing.
You will also 'be informed how each elected councillor votes on the subject, and what his or her attitude is when
approached, so that this information may ever be uppermost in your minds when you are next called upon to choose
those who profess to serve you.
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and at WaUord and Stanmore

I For all Footwear
HIGH-CLASS
REPAIRS

Telephone
RICK. 2819

T. POOLEY.

The "CATCH of the SEASON"

IS at

RICHARDS
192 Watford Road

FRESH
ISH

. 'CLEANLINESS
IVILITY

Poultry and Rabbits

Telephone: Gadebrook 3954



THE COMMITTEE-MAN'S CHRISTMAS CAROL !fur'\

It was between ten and eleven o'clock on a very
cold night when the tired Committee-man reached home.
As he hung up his coat, his wife's voice came' from
upstairs: "Whatever have you been doing-and talking
about all this time? Just look at the clock!' D9 have

, your supper and come to bed."

After a hurried meal and a dropo'i "soi:P~~hing
warm" he climbed slowly up the stairs and, .as he
settled between the sheets, his wife's question returned
to his sleepy mind .... Yes, what have we been doing
and talking about this evening? What has been done
at the monthly meetings during the past year?

In his semi-conscious state he again saw the hard-
working committee-s-Chairman, Officers, Stewards and
all, discussing roads, pavements, street lighting, danger
spots needing road safety measures, train and bus ser-
vices, lack of shops, sewerage problems, refuse collec-
tion, recreation and social activities, relations with the
Council and its officials and with other local societies.
Last, but by no means least, rising local rates and
the County Council's expenditure on fads and frills.

As he dozed off all these things passed through his
mind. "Those are some of the things we have talked
about. I wonder if our members and the Croxley Green
public generally really appreciate our work? Is it worth
it? What is our goal ?-Why, surely a, better and
brighter Croxley Green-bilt-shall we ever achieve it?"
. . . He was ~oon fast asleep . . . the clock downstairs
struck two . . . then, suddenly, the "Spirit of Things
to Come" appeared in the room. It beckoned him to
follow as it floated out through the window, and timidly
he did so. Taking the Spirit's hand, he found himself
being wafted along... along . . . then: " Look
down and tell me what you see," the Spirit said. Rub-

bing his eyes, he glanced downwards, then exclaimed:
"Why, the roads and pavements are perfect and all
swept clean ,and properly lighted at last-there are buses
running just where' we wanted them to run-I see a
notice outside the L.M. Station giving times of a regular
service throughout the day-and the junction of Watford~
Road and Baldwins Lane has been improved out of al! '
knowledge. Bless my soul! The refuse collectors are--
all cheerfully working-no overflowing bins to be seen
anywhere-and no litter is left when' the bins are
emptied! Where are those untidy spots we used to
grumble about? No longer there, and-surely not-
yes, the cesspools have gone from Watford Road! Good-
ness gracious! The Baldwins Lane shops have come at
last. How attractive they look, and what a good trade,
they seem to be doing. And there-there is the Green,
well kept and with ample seats for old and young. This
is wonderful, wonderful! "

" Come down to Rickmansworth before we part com-
pany," said the Spirit, and away they went. What do
we see in the Council, Chamber? Mutual goodwill flows
around the table; the main aim is obviously to do what
is to the benefit of the community, with the minimum
of expenditure, both local and County. Good, good!"

The Spirit wafted him home and bade him farewell,
then disappeared to the accompaniment of ringing bells
. . . ringing . . . ringing. His wife shook him and he
awoke with a start. "Do wake up, dear. Don't you
hear the alarum ringing? You have been dreaming.
Was it about that tiring meeting last night? Please
bring me up a nice cup of tea, then you can tell me
all about it, and the date of the next dance! "

A.N'ON.
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LADIES ONLY
By the time this issue is in your hands, the Christmas

season will be almost upon us, so I'm not going to waste
your time telling you how .to make mincemeat, plum
'puddings, or Christmas cake; in any case, I don't sup-
pose you have sufficient fruit to make more than one
'of any of those items.n Let us think about nice things for Christmas parties.

-, . ' Where there are children it is as well for things to be
fairly plain; this does not mean unappetising, and here
are one or two ways of making trifles which are different
and no cooking is necessary i -c-
Pears a la Surprise

Pears (tinned, fresh, cooked or bottled)
Bramble jelly
Swiss roll or sponge cake
Whipped cream (artificial)

Cut sponge cake or swiss roll into slices, cut pears in
half (if fresh fruit is used peel and core), place half a
'pear on sponge, fill with bramble ~elly~ cover with
whipped cream and decorate with chopped nuts. There
is an excellent synthetic cream powder on the market,
which only needs water added, am.d I can assure you

_that it is hardly distinguishable from fresh cream.
Lettuce Cup

Line some glass bowls or glasses with lettuce leaves.
For the filling:-

2 oranges
8 chopped dates
I chopped apple
3 tablespoons diced pineapple.
3 tablespoons diced melon
Fruit salad dressing

Mix the fruits together and cover with dressing, fill
the cups and chill if possible (without a refrigerator this
can be done by standing on the pantry floor or in bowl
of cold water, or in the sink). If the fruits mentioned
are not available, any soft, pulpy fruit will do.
Jelly Orange

Halve oranges, according to number required, remove
pulp from cases, make orange jelly, using juice and pulp
from oranges to give added flavour, pour into the orange
cases and allow to set; serve with whipped cream and
chopped nuts on top. (Decorations may be varied; for
example, desiccated coconut or grated chocolate.)
Italian Trifle

I pint jelly (flavour as preferred) sponge cake or
swiss roll.

Crumble the sponge into the bottom of a deep dish,
cover with jelly and allow to set. Pour ever custard
(allow to cool before doing so), and decorate with desic-
cated coconut, chopped nuts, cherries or angelica.

Now how about drinks? These are always welcome
to guests, large or small. Here are one or two which
will I'm sure find favour. Remember, if you haven't
a frig., the pantry floor is usually quite cold, and the
dishes, etc., can always be covered with tissue or grease-
proof to keep out any stray dust. A glass bottle of the

~_c@rdial variety will make quite a good cocktail shaker.
, Orange and Lemon Cocktail

2 tablespoons lemon juice
2 tablespoons orange juice
2 tablespoons sugar syrup
Two-thirds cup ginger ale.
Crushed ice, if procurable.
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Mix together thoroughly in shaker, pour mixture over
crushed ice in cocktail glasses and serve directly; if ice
is not available, stand drinks in cool place to chill.
These amounts make four cocktails.
Appleine

This is a good drink at any time, and can be made
while apples are plentiful.

2 lbs. apples
1 oz. cinnamon in sticks
Juice of 2 lemons
1 gallon water
Rind of 1 lemon
Sugar
Cochineal

Wash apples and cut up. without peeling, place in a
saucepan with cinnamon and rind and juice of lemons.
Boil until apples are soft. Mash apples and strain liquor
through sieve. Add 4 ozs. sugar to each quart liquor;
dissolve sugar slowly and then boil for a few minutes:
colour with cochineal and cool.

Iced, this is delicious. Lemon juice may be added at
the end if desired.
A Happy Meal

Add to your meal some merriment;
Add thought for kith. and kin,

And then, as prime ingredient,
Plenty of love thrown in.

Merry Christmas, and Good Cooking.
" FEMINA."

Annual General Meeting-continued
On the question of cycling on footpaths the Associa-

tion had kept well behind the Council, and Mr. Fowler
was able to report that the necessary bye-law became
effective from 1st November in respect of Baldwins
Lane zKenilworth Drive and Malvern Way/Wirrton
Crescent, and that application had been made for the
Baldwins Lane j Girton Way path.

The Association's delegates to the Croxley Green
Society had taken a full part in the work of that body.
This was particularly in evidence with the preparations
for the Festival of Britain Celebrations; Mrs. Pooley had
acted as Secretary for the Committee entrusted with this
work, Mr. Pooley had served on the Committee and with
Mr. Hadaway had been responsible for the publicity. In
addition, the Association had undertaken the dance
which had concluded the week's festivities.

On the Watford Area Council (Buses), Mr. Page and
Mr. Hadaway had served throughout and were awaiting
a further meeting to decide future action. Efforts were
still being made for a continuation of the 385 Service
round the Green to Croxley Green South. On the
Federation of Herts Ratepayers' and kindred Associa-
tions the Chairman had already given details but had
omitted to add that he, Mr. Pooley, had been elected
to the executive council of the Federation in recognition
of his keen interest in matters affecting the County.

Close contact was being maintained with all other
bodies in the district and from the Horticultural and
Allotment Holders' Society the Association had a dele-
gate serving on the Committee in the person of Mr.
Wilcox .

. Then followed the' Treasurer's Report by Mr. J. S.
Robinson, which was unanimously accepted by the
meeting, which proceeded to the election of officers.
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Election of Officers
The officers elected to serve for the year 1951/2

were:-
President:

MRS. M. 1. RITCHIE, 9 Green Lane
in recognition of her valuable services to Croxley Green,
not only during the past year when she served as Vice-
President of the Association, but the long period of her
secretaryship of the Croxley Green Society and her inter-

ests in many other activities.
Vice-Presidents:

DR. A. L. FERGUSON
DR. A. F. MILLER

MR. R. W. ANNEAR
all of whom served in the past as president or vice-
president, giving freely of their help and guidance on

every possible occasion.
MR. W. A. CARR, "Tweedside ", The Green

one of the oldest members of the " Green" Community
and a keen worker in the past for Rickrnansworth and

district.
MR. S. A. WIi.LIAMS, "Parrotts", The Green

a comparative newcomer to the district who has already
shown himself to be amongst Croxley's most enthusiastic
workers; his efforts contributed greatly to the success of

the Festival of Britain celebrations.
Chairman:

MR. T. POOLEY
whose name has become synonymous with that of the
" Croxley Residents", not only within the district but

throughout the whole of Hertfordshire.
Vice-Chairman:

MR. W. F. HADAWAY
who has given outstanding service as editor of the
"Croxley Resident" and has acted as delegate on

various other bodies.
Secretary:

MR. H. W. R. FOWLER
who enters upon his sixth year of office.

Treasurer:
MR. J. S. ROBINSON

who has kept the accounts of the Association for the
past eleven years.

Committee Members elected:
MRS. POOLEY, MESSRS. HOEY, ROBINSON (R. L.),

WILCOX and COUSINs.
Committee Members, non-retiring:

MESSRS. PAGE, NORTH, POOLEY, ROBINSON, THOMSON
and FOWLER.

Auditors:
MESSRS. E. L. C. STUARTand M. J. CUSACK.

:WM. BIGNELL LTD.
for

Pai nts, Distempers, Darkal ine, Varnish,
Evengio Paint and ~.P. Undercoat
Wallcharm (the lovely Satin wall finish)

liquid Lino
Wallpapers Paste: Brushes Etc.

SOFONO AND SONNET FIRES
Lawn Mowers Gardening Requisites
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Other Business --...
On a proposal by Mr. E. H. Page, it was decic .•,J upon

agreement by the great majority of those present that
the name of the Association should be changed to:-

"THE CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS' AND
RATEPAYERS' ASSOCIATION"

The meeting also recorded a motion that the R.D.D.C.
be asked not to support the suggestion for the 318
Service to pass from Baldwins Lane, Sherborne "W?-y,---.,
Barton "Way and New Road; or any other suggestion
which falls short of the extension of the 385 route via .,...
The Green.

The meeting closed at 10 p.m.

* * * *SOCIAL SIDE
The Social Committee say " thank you" to all those

who contributed to the very successful dance on Satur-
day, November 10th. It had been decided that pro-
ceeds should go to the" Darby and Joan " Club, and,
when the evening turned out so wet, disappointment
seemed certain, but obviously there is "something"
in these Residents' Old Time Dances, and 120 enthu-
siasts (among whom were a number of Darbys and
Joans) enjoyed a very pleasant e~lliI~g. We were
pleased to see Mr. Pitkin (Council Chairman) and Mrs.
Pitkin , and also the Mayor of Watford (Councillor
Haines) and Mrs. Haines. Altogether it was a grand
., do ", and £8 has been handed to the ., Darby and
Joan" Club. The next dance is booked for New Year's
Eve, December 31st, at All Saints' Church Hall, 7.45
to 1l.45. You must make immediate application for
tickets! The Social Committee hope to see you on the
31st and wish you a Happy New Year.

* * *HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
A most successful Chrysanthemum Show was staged

at the Guildhouse on November 3rd, and visitors greatly
admired the wealth and variety of the blooms. Judg-
ing by the standard of excellence displayed, this show
seems destined to become an "annual" affair, with
more hard work for the Committee, but with undoubt-
edly much greater appreciation of their efforts; and
those who missed this year's shows will plant next
year's dates firmly in their garden diaries!

Annual General Meeting-8th Feb., 1952

* * * *CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
Why not shop wrth our advert.isers! You will be

help:ug the Association and so-indirectly-yourself.
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