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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN
Recently we visited friends who, for
business reasons, had some two years
ago moved away from Croxley Green.
Whilst they had settled in, they said that
the friendliness and community spirit
which they had found in Croxley Green
was not to be found in their new home
town. We talked, amongSt other things,
of the Revels, and this leads me nicely
into the theme of this column.

Everything that creates a community
springs from the efforts of ordinary
people who care about the locality in
which they live, and are prepared to
devote time and energy to preserve, im-
prove or supply local amenities. Unfor-
tunately such people don't grow on trees,
or if they do, they don't know how to
come forward. The result is that the will-
ing horses carry on longer than they wish
and find that though the spirit is more
than willing, the flesh becomes increas-
ingly weak.

You will recall that this association was
forced to make an appeal for help some
years ago. We were extremely fortunate,
the response was tremendous and we
now have a superb committee.

In this issue there is an appeal from the
Croxley Green Society. This body is an
'umbrella' organisation for all groups and
societies in Croxley Green, and is formed
from delegates from these societies.
These delegates tend to be busy people,
and find themselves unable to help the
C.G.S. as they would wish. On Revels
Day they are tied up with their own
groups' efforts. This means that too
much of the work falls on the few form-
ing the main Committee, a number of
whom are finding advancing years have
deprived them of stamina. Hence the
appeal.

We were all sorry to hear of the death
of Lewis Fry, a tribute to whom appears
later in this issue. He was the vice-
chairman of Croxley Green Society. A
successor will need to be found.

What can you do? First of all you can
answer the appeal. Secondly, if your
group, club or society is not affiliated, join
now. Last but not least if your group
sends its busiest member (most do)
volunteer to be the delegate and give
some of your time and energy to the
Society.

John T. Hedges
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CROXLEY GREENSOCIETY

DO YOU ENJOY THE REVELS?

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP US?

The Croxley Green Society is in need of
assistance to carry on the organization of
the Revels, which, since 1974, has
grown so successfully. If interested,
please contact: Mrs. A. Middleton, Wat-
ford 24576.

THE REVELS NEED YOU!

Please send letters, contributions
and advertisements to:

Mrs. S. Stagg
83 Links Way,

Croxley Green, Herts.
Telephone: Watford 35059.

by February 1st if possible.

EDITORIAL
I am again grateful to the people who
have contributed to this issue, most of
whom did so without any prompting from
me. It is one of the pleasures of the job,
finding an envelope on the mat contain-
ing a surprise contribution. Please con-
tinue this. There are so many facets of
Croxley life that no-one can know or be
aware of everything. The 'Resident' pro-
vides one means whereby such things
can be aired, so send your views on mat-
ters of local importance - bouquets as
well as brickbats!

At the end of this week (at time of
writing) we are holding a modest 'thank-
you' evening for the Association's
magazine distributors and subscription
collectors. We are, as always, very
appreciative for all their hard work. Would
you like to join their ranks? Laurie
Mathews, our Subscriptions Manager,
would be pleased to hear from you.

The Mill comes tumbling down - and
the Association maintains its contact
with the Action Group to monitor plann-
ing applications for the site. It appears
that the Council's Planning Brief remains
substantially intact, although certain
points remain to be clarified - for exam-
ple, what noise level would be permitted.
In the meantime, at the other end of Crox-
ley Green, it is expected that the Council
will take into ownership Stone's Orchard
and the DRG sports ground, retaining
their present recreational use.

A recent addition to our committee
meetings is our local constable, P.C.
Steddy. He has promised a regular article
in the 'Resident' and meanwhile wishes
me to request on his behalf that you con-
tact him personally with any problem. He
wishes to be regarded and to work as a
community policeman. He can be con-
tacted at Rickmansworth Police Station
(Telephone: Watford 44444, Ext. 305).

Does all the dumping of rubbish in our
lanes make anyone else angry? Since I
last wrote, the problem has got worse.
Twenty lorry tyres have been put at the
base of a holly hedge near Rousebarn
Lane (on L.T. private land) and a door,
builder's rubble heaps and the contents
of someone's dustbin form a very un-
sightly introduction to Whippendell
Woods. Action can be taken, as with the
motor cyclists on Croxley Moor, provided
a witness can write down the registration
number of the vehicle. The Council
themselves are willing to prosecute for a
dumping offence - so, if you care, keep
your eyes open!

S. Stagg

R.J.COLE
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

DELIVERED DAILY

206 New Road, Croxley Green
Rickmansworth 779874



LEWIS FRY
This association was very sad to hear of
the death on August 5th of Lewis Fry. His
unflagging energy and care for the com-
munity in which he lived will be sorely
missed. Croxley Green was his home
village; he was the nephew of the village
schoolmaster, Neggie Wilson, and his
family home was on the Green. After a
career in his uncle's profession including
atime in West Africa, he returned to share
the family home with his sister Margaret.
He was a well known character in the
village, often to be seen walking or cycl-
ing around the countryside he loved. His
care for the community was evident in
the organisations he served, including
this one as secretary and editor. Croxley
Green Society knew him as their Vice-
Chairman and publicity officer. He was
one of the earlier promoters of a Com-
munity Association, recognising the loss
to the community of Dickinson's
Guildhouse when it was destroyed by
fire.

His service to the Church was evident
in his work as a lay reader and Care will
miss his frequent and willing service as a
driver. One memory I personally treasure
was taking part a few years ago in a
reading of Charles Dickens" A Christmas
Carol", a tradition inaugurated by his un-
cle. His energy and his enthusiasm belied
his years and I certainly thought of him as
a much younger man. Thanks be to God.

John T. Hedges

PAUL ROBINSON - IN MEMORIAM
Earlier this year we lost, prematurely, a
person who served this community to the
utmost. Paul Robinson was a dedicated
Liberal, but a Liberal with the village of his
choice very much in mind. He cared about
every aspect of Croxley Green and was
involved in many projects outside the
spectrum of politics, to which many of us
can testify.

A likeable, energetic and sometimes
abrasive man, he managed to achieve
many objectives and it would be a nice
gesture for the people of the area, either
as individuals or as an organisation, to be
able to have a permanent reminder of one
who did a lot for our benefit in a short
time. Therefore, the Community Centre
has agreed to siting a seat outside the

, main door as a memorial to Paul, as his
was the vision that first started the Com-
munity Centre venture.

Donations can be handed in to either of
the doctors' surgeries, 166 New Road or
268a Baldwins Lane, by cash or cheque
addressed to THE PAUL ROBINSON
MEMORIAL FUND. If the donations ex-
ceed the cost of the seat, the surplus will
be forwarded to MICHAEL SOBEL
HOUSE, MOUNT VERNON HOSPITAL.
This would have been Paul's wish.

More details can be obtained by
telephoning Watford 34712 (evenings
only).
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You are invited to worship at the

Godliness exalts a nation

Proverbs 14, verse 34
Baptist Church, Baldwins Lane
Morning Worship: 9.30 a.m.
Family Service: 11.30 a.m. Secretary: R.L. Simpson
Evening Praise: 6.30 p.m. Telephone: Rick. 73481

LETTERS

Dear Madam,
I read with some dismay, the article in

the Croxley Resident regarding the
rumours on the closing of the Crox-
ley/Watford branch line.

No doubt London Transport have
already done their sums and will be tell-
ing us that the cost of keeping this branch
line open is too great and I would like to
make a suggestion how, at least, some
costs could be cut.

My suggestion, which I hope, would be
of some help to any campaign to keep the
line open, is as follows:-

The terminus at Watford is a com-
plicated one, with a total of 12 pairs of
points, a "Scissors" crossover and
angles, etc., this could be reduced to 4
pairs of points saving a great deal of cash
per annum, the signalling, of course,
would be greatly reduced and the
maintenance of same would also be cut.

The North Curve, Croxley to
Rickmansworth, could be dispensed with
as this is merely a convenient way of run-
ning trains to and from Rickmansworth
Depot. To cut out this small piece of line
would be another big saving on points
and crossovers, etc., and of course
maintenance on signals.

Referring back to the Watford ter-
minus, the trains now reverse there on
two platforms, this could be quite easily
done with one platform, with possibly an
emergency siding (asper sketch). During
peak times, there would be a slight reduc-
tion in service (better than no service at
all) and as the minimum turn-round time
for a train is 4 minutes, this should not
affect the service too much.

Staffing at stations would be more or
less the same as now. Ticket offices
would be closed earlier, reducing ticket
office staff, with ticket machines install-
ed at Croxley and Watford.

I CROXLEY

"Retired railman"

-

Dear Mrs. Stagg!
Now that someone intheir wisdom(?)

has decided yellow lines are not needed
on both sides of New Road, it means that
cars park in one section making it very dif-
ficult for those of us who have converted
our front gardens, to park our vehicles. It
is often dangerous entering into the road,
plus we have the annoyance of people
who ignore the lowered kerb and leave
their cars in such a position it is impossi-
ble to enter or leave. This effects me par-
ticularly as Iam on an emergency 24-hour
call to the police on the M 1 motorway and
the Fire Service at Bushey and Boreham
Wood. Would it not be a good idea to
have painted white lines across these
sections where the kerb is lowered. It
seems to work in other areas that I visit
and it might avoid this problem.

Norman R. Isbell
262 New Road, Croxley Green

LINES OF COMMUNICATION-
SOME LOCAL THOUGHTS (Part 2)

When the line from Rickmansworth
was taken up, it was removed in three
stages. At first it was cut back to just a
few yards north of the overhead Metro-
politan/B.R. bridge; then it was taken
up as far as Moor Lane Crossing, a small
residential oasis which bisects the indus-
trial estate, and finally another five
hundred yards asfar aswhere the siding,
built in 1899 to serve John Dickinson's
Croxley Mill, branched off. The relative
abundance of ballast flints remaining in
situ along this stretch of different points
helps to remind one of this piecemeal
lifting of the track.

Where the Mill siding met the original
line to Rickmansworth there was once a
set of points, a railwayman's hut and
even a small slip siding. Now, while the
siding still exists, it is to all intents and
purposes a simple continuation of the
track from Watford. Yet it still exists.
Cllina clay used to be brought daily to
'the Mill, while most recently British
Rail had had a contract to supply it
with oil. It was this that ensured the
survival of this part of Lord Ebury's
line into the 1980s.

Now that the Mill has closed the
future of this section remains in doubt,
but British Rail have told me that they
are keeping it for the present as they
hope to benefit from the need to trans-
port industrial waste from the Mill site,



especially as planning consent has
(thankfully) been refused for building
up Croxley Moor with the material.

Last summer I walked the whole of
this section, from Tolpits Lane to the
Rookery behind the Watford football
ground where the branch from Croxley
Green comes in, to photograph along
the route should it disappear. Until not
so long ago the line was clear of over-
growth and reasonably well tended, but
now that the Mill has closed Nature
(especially west of the Tolpits Lane
bridge) is busily reclaiming her own -
although the stretch past the King
George V playing fields is still flanked
by telegraph poles with long useless
insulators and bits of wire! Now that
some light redevelopment is taking
place on the eastern part of the Mill
site, however, I do wonder if retention
of this part of Lord Ebury's line is not
called for?

And as I was walking along thinking
of this, I remembered how over the years
it had been suggestedon many occasions
that a direct link should be provided
between Watford and Croxley and Rick-
mansworth by connecting the Metro-
politan line to the L.M.S. branch ter-
minus at Croxley Green station by way
of a bridge over the Watford Road. I
attended a meeting some years ago at
the British Legion hall in the Watford
Road when this same proposal was aired
again. This would be a not inconsidera-
ble engineering undertaking, and would
necessitate some demolition of property,
all probably well beyond hope in these
financially fraught times. But has any-
one seriously considered an alternative
link between Watford and Rickmans-
worth and the two railway systems?
This would involve no demolition of
property, being created by relaying the
track alongside the Tolpits Lane indus-
trial estate to curve up at the bottom
end of Croxley Moor to connect with
what at that point would be the slow
up and down local tracks, the existing
points system further down the line
allowing access to Rickmansworth.
There could even be a halt built at Moor
Lane Crossing to serve rush-hour com-
muters to the industrial estate, to which
no bus service extends, and where pedes-
trian access is only along the busy but
narrow and twisting Tolpits Lane, com-
pletely devoid of any pavements.

What do readers think of the basic
idea? I should be interested to learn.
Additionally I would also like to propose
that the shuttle service between Wat-
ford and Rickmansworth Metropolitan
stations that used to operate between
1921 and 1934 via the loop northwards
at Watford South junction might be res-
tored in some form. This would spare
such travellers as Watford Grammar
School boys the inordinately protracted
journey required these days by having
to go to Moor Park and change trains.
Perhaps this should be the subject of
separate correspondence!

Peter Waters

THE GREEN IN YOUR CARE
At last the Green at Croxley is to be main-
tained as the people of Croxley want it.
For the people of Croxley have formed a
special committee, under the Town and
Country Planning Acts, to advise Three
Rivers how to look after the Green.

The Green was designated as a Conser-
vation Area in March 1980. An Area is so
assigned in order to conserve its special
character, including strict control of tree
lopping and felling and erection and
demolition of buildings.

How special that character is to the
people of Croxley was clearly shown at
a public meeting in All Saints Hall on April
2nd this year, when over 200 local
residents said very clearly to Three Rivers
District Council (who had called the
meeting to test opinion) that YES, they
did want an Enhancement Committee as
provided for under the laws; and NO, they
did not want it called by that name; it
savoured too much of change. They ask-
ed Three Rivers to agree to having a com-
mittee with the title of "Conservation
Committee" .

Three Rivers, as represented at this
meeting by Ron Crockett (Planning Com-
mittee Chairman), Richard Myers (Direc-
tor of Planning) and Paul Lowe (Develop-
ment Planning Officer). agreed.

Why all this delay between the creation
of the Conservation Area in 1980 and the
formation of a Conservation Committee
in 1982? Three Rivers had neither the
time nor the money to run a Committee
themselves, but asked the Friends of the
Green, the voluntary association most
closely concerned with the Green, to see
what could be done.

The Friends of the Green consulted
other local societies and together they
drew up a detailed Enhancement Plan
which was submitted to Three Rivers in
July 1980 - only a few months after the
creation of the Conservation Area.

Meantime Three Rivers was pre-
occupied with its wider District Plan, and
when the local Enhancement Plan was
finally considered, they thought that
perhaps the Friends of the Green had not
cast their net widely enough, and maybe
the people of Croxley did not want an
Enhancement Committee anyway.

To test their opinion, Three Rivers
called the April 2nd public meeting - at
which, by unanimous consent, the
Friends of the Green were charged with
forming a Conservation Committee.

Their approach to the task was firstly,
to attempt to define its aims, and second-
ly, to define possible membership. On the
latter, it was thought that the main Com-
mittee should consist of representatives
of local Residents' and Amenity Associa-
tions, of the Commoners of the Green,
the Parochial Church Council and the two
local secondary schools, as well as of the
Friends of the Green.

Additionally, it should be possible to
eo-opt, as non-voting members, in-
dividuals with special knowledge or skills.

The interests consulted were agreeable
to this, and the first meeting of the Con-
servation Committee is fixed for

September 15.
The aims of the new Committee, which

it will be asked to adopt at the meeting,
are simple. they are:-

(1) To monitor the achievement of
the aims expressed in the District Plan so
far as they affect the Croxley Green Con-
servation Area;

(2) To consider further suggestions
for the improvement and protection of the
Area and for the prevention of deteriora-
tion, undesirable development and
change that might detract from the
character of the Area;

(3) To act as an advisory body to
Three Rivers District Council and to con-
sider ways of achieving the aims express-
ed in (1) and (2) with the Council.

It has to be put that way, because the
final responsibility for the Conservation
Area rests with Three Rivers, within the
restraints imposed by the District Plan.
The new Conservation Committee can
only advise and recommend. It is not just
another voluntary pressure group - it is
set up under the law. What it does is to
bring together those groups and all other
interests in a manner hitherto not found
possible.

It is our earnest hope that the Croxley
Green Conservation Committee will
become a true means of expression of the
feelings and wishes of all those who love
the Green from all over Croxley - as con-
veyed by them through the constituent
members of the Committee.

Stanley Thomson
Chairman,

Friends of the Green
Coplands,
Copthorne Close,
Croxley Green.

The Residents' Association represen-
tative on the Conservation Committee is
Mrs. P. Burdis, 17 New Road, Croxley
(Telephone: Rickmansworth 770599),
who would welcome comments and sug-
gestions on the subject of conservation
of the Green. (Editor).

IAN TURFFREY
WATCH AND CLOCK REPAIRER

* MECHANICAL & QUARTZ
* 7-1 0 DAY SERVICE
* 1 YEAR GUARANTEE
* WATCH BATIERIES STOCKED
* STRAPS & BRACELETS

6a Scots Hill, Croxley Green, Herts.
Telephone: Rickmansworth 776987
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THE FIGHT AGAINST
HIGH ALLOTMENT RENTS
During recent years the rent for Three
Rivers District Council allotments had
been rising dramatically. Allotment
holders protested in vain until 1981,
when the suggestion of forming self-
management allotment associations was
made by the Council. Associations would
lease the sites at a nominal rent and the
Council would be relieved of the ad-
ministration (a major charge against the
rents) and maintenance costs.

After some careful thought by Commit-
tees of allotment holders and meetings
with Council officials, 5 out of 6 sites, in
Croxley Green and Rickmansworth,
formed associations in March 1981 .

The first year of operation was com-
pleted in March 1982 and the Annual
General Meetings were held. How have
the Associations managed? All the in-
dications are that things have gone well
- especially in terms of allotment rents.
These are now well below what the Coun-
cil was charging before the Associations
were formed! From April the Council rent
will be £9 a year for 5 poles; whereas the
highest Association rent is just over two-
thirds ofthis at £6.50 and the lowest is
£2.50!

Frankland Road Allotment Association
Committee agreed to implementa reduc-
tion in rents at its Annual General Meeting
on the 18th March, while the Associa-
tions of Barton Way and Croxley Woods
have held rents at the present level. Not
a bad record of 'fighting higher rents' in
a year in which inflation was into double
figures.

By the way, if any potential allotment
holders are reading this report, there may
be a chance for you to get in on the act.
A few vacant plots are available on most
sites, and we're keen to see the plots let
on all of our sites. It keeps costs down
and it's good to see all the plots worked.

Contacts:
Barton Way-
Mrs. Savage, 33 Repton Way.
Tel: Rick. 773724;
Croxley Woods -
Mr. Powell, 3 All Saints Lane.
Tel: Rick. 773573;
Frankland Road -
Mr. Mealor, 137 Frankland Road.
Tel. Rick. 775912.

G. Mealor

JOSEPHINE'S
127 NEW ROAD

CROXLEY GREEN,
Telephone: RICKMANSWORTH 72831

EMU WOOL - BABY TOYS - ZIPS
HABERDASHERY - BUTTONS -
BABY AND CHILDREN'S CLOTHES

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT BABY CLOTHES
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SPRING RESIDENTS' WALK
Over thirty of us were grateful to Roger
King for a lovely afternoon's stroll, back
in April. We moved at a gentle pace, tak-
ing time to enjoy the sunshine and the
countryside views, as we made our way
through the Chess Valley, Loudwater and
to the outer boundaries of Sarratt. We
didn't reach Church End as time was not
on our side, but one or two of us vowed
to return and do the walk again with,
perhaps, those missing spouses or sibl-
ings. If you meant to be there but
couldn't, come to Rogers

S.S.

SECRETARIES DEPART ...
AND ARRIVE
Dr. Brian Stagg, who proved to be a very
able secretary to the Association, was
chosen by the electorate of Croxley
South ward to serve them as an elected
councillor at the May elections. We wish
Brian well in his task on Three Rivers
District Council. You can imagine our
dilemma. Secretaries like Brian don't hap-
pen along very often or do they?

At our last Annual General Meeting you
may recall a very articulate young lady
who could be relied on to speak up for
horses and responsible equestrians. Well
the A. G.M. this year tried to persuade her
to come on to the committee, but she
declined. However, she thought again
and offered her services in the nick of
time. With our powers of eo-option we
brought her onto the committee as the
A.G.M. would have wished and, as we
regretfully received Brian's resignation,
we were able to persuade her to take his
place.

It is but a few short months but already
we have cause to be grateful for her
change of heart. She has already proved
her worth and though we miss Brian, his
loss is easier to bear.

Farewell Brian and welcome Jennifer
Bunce. We wish you both well and thank
you for services rendered past, present
and future.

AUTUMN RESIDENTS' WALK
We meet outside Croxley House on the
Green on Sunday, October 17th, at 2. 15
pm for a 3-4 mile walk in the direction of
Chandlers Cross, by the route which
Roger described in the last issue of the
'Resident. 'Do come, and as before, wear
waterproof shoes if wet and bring light
refreshments if you wish. If Roger started
his walks during opening time, he'd never
get us on our way, so we have to slake
our thirst elsewhere and with something
more abstemious!

CROXlEY T.V. VIDEO
SERVICE

146 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Tel: RICKMANSWORTH 73997

SALES SERVICE
RENTAL

John T. Hedges

STAGE TWO
PARTY AND DISCO CENTRE

197 Watford Road,
Croxley Green

"All your party needs"
Watford 44822

Rigid UPVC windows
"r:i· .. locally fitted by experts with 7

years' experience in the area.
• Slim windows at a slim price!
• Combat condensation
• No rotting, warping or fading
• Draught and weather proofed to

severe rating, .. keeps you really
warm ... reduces your heating
bills!

• 10 year guarantee
• No painting whatsoever
• Eye-catching, brilliant white
• No timber subframes
• Windows, doors and patio doors

Big range of
styles "opening out"

as well as "tilt and turn"

IERELTO.
Telephone: Rickmansworth 770500/772975245 New Road, Croxley Green.

Showroom open

9 am - 5 pm



THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
OLD AGE PENSIONERS'
ASSOCIATIONS
You have a Branch of this Federation,
which meets at the British RedCross Cen-
tre in Barton Way, on the fourth Friday in
every month. The membership is in the
region of 400, the average attendance at
the monthly members' meeting is around
85.

The Federation with Branches in near-
ly every County in the British Isles, began
with a series of Meetings which were held
in the summer of 1938 in Urmiston, to
draw the attention to the plight of the ag-
ed poor, those who at the time were sub-
sisting on a pension of ten shillings per
week. This pension had been fixed in
1919, without any changes, and the con-

ditions of the poor at that time were most
unbearable. Seeing the circumstances in
which these poor people found
themselves, and with no one apparently
taking notice of their situation, Mr Shaw
addressed these Meetings and emphasis-
ed the need, and the fact that the pen-
sioners should in all parts of the country
unite in their quest for higher pensions,
and to organise if they were to alleviate
the distress and hardship which so many
were suffering since World War 1. There
was a meeting of a few of our Founder
Members in a room at the Y.M.C.A. in
Tottenham Court Road, and also in the
Y.M.C.A. in Manchester, and Mr. J.C.
Birtles, J.P. (who afterwards became the
Federation's first President) and Mr.
Freeman of Stockport, with Mr. Roberts,

HOOVER ~HOTPOINT

DON1~DESPAIR
WE WILL REPAIR

YOUR

... and most other makes of Washing Machine,
Vacuum Cleaner and Tumble Dryers.

Salesand Service on New and Reconditioned machines

Phone EURAFLOOR, Watford 24578
WINTON APPROACH, CROXLEY GREEN

;~~~7~ANSWORTHSTRATA INSET OPEN TUES.-SAT.
9 am - 5 pm

CRAFTSMEN JEWELLERS
6 Scots Hill, Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire

• WE DESIGNAND MAKE INDIVIDUAL PIECESOFJEWELLERY ONTHE PREMISES.
• OUR DESIGNER/JEWELLERSCAN HELPYOU TURN YOUR OWNIDEAS INTO A

FINISHED ITEM.
• WE CAN REMODELYOUR OLD JEWELLERY INTO

EXCITING NEWDESIGNS:
• WE HAVE A UNIQUE RANGE OF OUR EXCLUSIVE

JEWELLERY ON DISPLAY IN OURSHOWROOM.

WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN:
• VALUATIONS AND REPAIRS.
• STONEMOUNTING.
• IDENTIFICATION OF COLOUREDSTONED

AND DIAMONDS.
• MATCHINGWEDDING/ENGAGEMENTSUITES..
• HAND ENGRAVINGTAKEN.

met in the waiting room on Manchester
Station and laid the plans for the National
Federation of Old Age Pensioners
Associations. With Mr. Birtles, the Presi-
dent, and the Rev. W.W. Paton, who was
a Minister of a Scottish Church in London
and became the first Honorary Secretary,
the Federation began on March 13th
1939.

It was immediately decided to ask the
Government for an increase in the State
Pension. The Prime Minister replied
stating that only 275,000 old people re-
quired assistance, and that this would put
a strain on the Nation's finances at a time
when every penny was required for ar-
maments. It was said that the reply rous-
ed the Country. A petition was then
organised which attracted six million
signatures, and was delivered to the- .
House of Commons in a furniture van. It
was very gratifying to note that in 1940
the SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS ACT
was introduced. It was unfortunate that
this had to be coupled with a 'Means
Test' and other anomalies. However, the
introduction of this act was a step in the
right direction. Many more poor people
would have had to spend the rest of their
lives in the Poor Law Institutions, known
generally as the Work House. The
Government made a mistake in the
figures of those who needed assistance.
There were another million whom the
Government knew nothing about. The
SUPPLEMENTARY PENSIONS ACT
abolished for good the Poor Law which
had been on the Statute Books since the
reign of Queen Elizabeth I.

In 1941, the ruling which made the
son-in-law responsible for the
maintenance of his wife's parents was
revoked. (Not before time?)

In 1942 the Assistance Scale was in-
creased, the rate was then increased by
five shillings for a married couple and half
that amount for a single person. Coal
allowance as a little extra aid was increas-
ed to two shillings and sixpence per
week. We talk about the GOOD OLD
DAYS! A second petition was organised
in 1944 which bore 4 million signatures.
Within two months the Rent Allowance
was introduced, and fortunately, the
state pension was increased to twenty
shillings for a single person and thirty-five
shillings for a married couple per week.

In 1945, one of the first acts passed by
the first post war Government was the
NATIONAL INSURANCE BILL and Mr.
James Griffiths, the Minister responsible,
regularly consulted the Federation for its
views on this subject.

It is distressing to note that now we
have reached 1982, of more than nine
million State Pensioners in Great Britain,
half are at or below the poverty line. 1.9
million have to depend on the Supplemen-
tary 'hand out' to eke out their existence,
and another 2.4 million are in receipt of
Rent and Rates Rebates. The Federation
is aware of these situations and is con-
stantly pressing the Government for im-
provements. Without being too
pessimistic, things no doubt will become
worse, unless there is a united effort
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made to stem the tide of poverty and
distress even in 1982.

The recent census proves that people
are living longer. I understand that one in
six Britons is now a pensioner, and near-
ly a third of them are aged 75 and over.
The Pensioner's Voice must be heard,
and the National Federation of Old Age
Pensioners' Associations was created to
do just that, to speak on behalf of the Pen-
sioners of this country, to see that they
are not unfairly treated or forgotten by the
Government and to see that now they get
a square deal. 54,285,922 is the figure
given as the population of this Country at
the recent census. Within the next
decade many of this number will be join-
ing the ranks of the retired, changing their
salary cheques and wage packets for a
State Pension Book, there will be no over-
time payments, no perks, perhaps just a
£ 10 Christmas Bonus, which will pay for
one of the many Standing Charges one
must pay now for the services. Think
seriously about retirement and what it
really means, and think of the
N.F.O.A.P.A. which, for 44 years, has
been ready and willing to speak for those
who are unable to speak for themselves
and have through the years, always had
the Pensioner, the Aged and the Disabled
in mind and have fought for their cause.

Vincent H. Barton
Hon. Secretary, N.F.O.A.P.A.

MOTOR CYCLISTS ON THE MOOR

In reply to a letter written to the local
police regarding complaints we had
received about motor cycling on the
Moor, the police have said "they are
aware of the danger and nuisance caused
by this activity and will continue to give
the matter attention and deal with of-
fenders who are caught. Members of the
public are asked to note the time and date
the motor cyclists areseen, together with
the registration number of the vehicle(s)
and pass the information to P.C. Steddy
(Watford 44444, Ext. 305). All that is re-
quired for the police to proceed against
the offender is a written statement from
the witness and a willingness to attend
court, if necessary."

CAMERA CLUB WELCOMES
NEW MEMBERS

The Croxley Camera Club meets every
Wednesday evening at 7.45pm for 8pm
at St. Oswald's Church Hall, from
September to May- During the summer
months, outings are arranged. We now
have a Studio and Darkroom for the use
of members where instruction is given
not only on black and white photography
but on subjects requested by members.

Come along any Wednesday evening
when we can tell you more about our ac-
tivities. A copy of our programme is on
the Notice Board in the Library, but to give
you some idea of the scope of our ac-
tivities, a selection of our future meetings
is given here.

October
13 Print and Slide Competitions.
15-23 Library Exhibition, Croxley.
20 "Galapagos Islands".
24 Autumn Walk.
27 "Walking the Pennine Way".

November
3 "Living with the Bedouin".
24 "Focus on the birds around us".
26 Instruction/Studio work.

December
1 Slide battle with Edgware

Photographic Society.
8 "First Aid for Slides".
15 Colour Slide Competitions.

January
5 "Croxley Green" - own slides

and prints.
12 "Around the World with the

PSA".

February
2 Audiovisual Show.

For further details about membership,
etc., please ring me on Rickmansworth
774899.

B. Norman
Secretary

THE SCOUT HOLIDAY
HOMES TRUST
The Holiday Homes Trust is a charitable
organization committed to providing holi-
day accommodation for families with
handicapped members. We rely entirely
on donations to help us achieve this.

D. MACLEAN
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202A Watford Road
Croxley Green

Rickmansworth, Herts.

Telephone: Watford 26567

G/ass Merchants
Glazing Contractors
Aluminium, Windows & Doors
Double Glazing Specialists

Throughout the country we have twen-
ty units, either chalets or caravans and
these are maintained by voluntary groups
of people nearest to the area where each
is situated.

The whole organization is administered
by volunteers with the support of the
Scout Association. Our only paid official
is the Booking Clerk.

We used to rely very much on cigarette
coupons and trading stamps to help us
furnish and replace commodities in each
of our units. Sources of these are now
drying up, but we feel sure that many
people may still have some that are no
use to them, but which we can still trade.
Cigarette cards also would be useful to
us.

For further information about how you
can help, please contact Mrs. V. Gibbs,
37 Claremont Crescent, Watford 25546,
the local Liaison Officer.

* * * * *
We would like to thank all those who
donated to the Trust during the 'Revels'
procession in June. £ 140 was raised -
a magnificent effort.

V. Gibbs

EXTENDED BOTTLE BANK SCHEME
The Council has agreed to participate in
a Modular Bottle Bank Scheme to be
operated by Rockware Glass Ltd. as an
adjunct to the Council's existing Bottle
Bank Scheme, thereby extending the
facility to other parts of Three Rivers
District.

The type of container to be used will be
3' 6" square and 6' 0" high and will be
sound insulated. Separate containers will
be provided for Clear, Green and Brown
glass respectively. The containers will be
regularly emptied on site into a collection
vehicle specially adapted for the purpose
and equipped with a crane to lift and
replace each container after weighing and
emptying. This particular service will be
operated by Rockware Glass Ltd. on
behalf of the Council as part of the na-
tional campaign for glass recycling and
energy conservation.

The Council has approved 6 Modular
Bottle Bank sites to be located at
Carpenders Park, Oxhey, Croxley Green,
Bedmond, Sarratt and Mill End. The Crox-
ley Green facility will be sited in the car
park of the Baldwins Lane Recreation
Ground and it is hoped to bring it in to
operation next month. Croxley Green
residents are urged to make the fullest
use of the bottle banks and to help to keep
the sites astidy as possible by taking back
with them any boxes or containers used
to convey bottles and jars to the site.

J. Cabourne
Environmental Health Officer

Department of Works and Services
T.R.D.C.



3 New Parade, The Green, Croxley Green
Telephone: RlCKMANSWORTH 775044

L. & G. MEATS
Fresh Meats; Home-Made Pies; Delicatessen Counter;

Cooked Meats; Pates; Salads; Various Cheeses.
We Cater for all Freezer Requirements at Special

Discount Rates + Delivery Service.
Trade Enquiries from Pubs, Restaurants and Caterers Welcome.

CROXLEY GREEN ROAD SAFETY
COMMITTEE 1982
The Committee meets approximately
once every two months to discuss all
matters connected with road safety in
Croxley Green. The police representative
from Watford Traffic Base and the Road.
Safety Officer for the area attend when
possible, and the secretary contacts the
appropriate department of the local or
County Councils to request necessary
repairs or alterations to existing signs,
road directions, or conditions of
highways.

Following is a list of the Committee
members who are willing to pass on any
observation or request for action to the
Committee for discussion:-

Rick. 778544Dr. P. Pitt
(Chairman)
Miss K. Raggett
(Treasurer)
Mrs. M. Morriss
(Secretary)
Mr. R. D'Arcy
Mr. M. Harris
Mr. M. Humphreys
Mr. J. Marsden
Councillor B. Stagg
Mr. R. Willoughby
Mr. J. Pope of
Durrants School.

Rick. 772205

Wat. 20013

Rick. 775909
Rick. 779747
Wat.25703
Rick. 772747
Wat.35059
Rick. 771195

** **
The results of the Quiz held by this

Committee at the 'Revels' in June 1982
were:-

Under 16s - £1 book token each.
1 - Robin Harris, with 3 errors.
2 - l.isa Wright, with 6 errors.

Over 16s - £2 book token each
1 - Larayne Harris, with 2 errors.
2 - Mr. N. Kemp, with 3 errors.

M. Morriss

Knitting Wool and General Haberdashery

Prints and Papers

Dry Cleaning and Shoe Repairs

*
The Centre serves 3 purposes.

1. A home for the 'Welcome Club',
open 6 days a week with activities
every day and dinners 3 times
weekly.

2. A training base for the adult and
youth and junior members of the Red
Cross detachment.

3. H.Q. forthe RedCross in S.W. Herts.
which co-ordinates all services in the
district.

The building also houses a chiropodist,
bath for the disabled and medical loan
depot. The Meals on Wheels for Croxley
are cooked here and it is also the meeting
place for the Sunnyside Club for the
Handicapped.

The cost of the building is very heavy
(£5,000+ per year), the Club members
pay 10p per week towards the upkeep,
we let the hall in the evenings when it is
not used by the Society, and we rely on
the continuing interest and generosity of
Croxley residents.

We hold a monthly Saturday morning
market on the 3rd Saturday in the month
to raise funds and we would like to en-
courage everyone to support us by pro-
viding produce and goods for sale or by
helping at the market itself.

We welcome anyone who wishes to
see what goes on. Our helpers are all
voluntary members of the Red Cross
without whose splendid support and
loyalty we could not give the service to
the community which is our pride and
pleasure.

THE RED CROSS CENTRE
Most Croxley residents know something
about 'the bit behind the library' but
perhaps there are some newcomers still
not aware of what goes on round the cor-
ner. Ido know that many people still think
we're a Council building or just the
'Welfare' and at times we get taken for
a lost animal home, a travel agency or a
rubbish dump!!

In 1952 the land was earmarked for the
benefit of the elderly or the youth of Crox-
ley. In 1962 the Red Cross applied to
build a Centre which could house the
'Welcome Club' - started by the late Mr.
Wilcox and handed over to the RedCross
in the' fifties. The foundation stone of the
Centre was laid by Mr. Wilcox in 1965
and in 1966 the building was opened by
the Bishop of St. Albans.

The building cost £22,000 and this
money came from Herts C.C.,
Rickmansworth U.D.C. and the British
Red Cross Society, who appealed to
Croxley residents for help by a house-to-
house collection and the sale of bricks by
Welcome Club members which raised
£2,500. The furniture and equipment
was generously bought by the
Rickmansworth Round Table under the
chairmanship of Julian Thompson, and
Mrs. Vosper, wife of County Councillor
Vosper, helped Mrs. Percival choose the
chairs and furnishings.

303 Baldwins Lane
Tel: Rickmansworth 770594

G.B. Fenning
S.W. Herts. District Co-ordinator

Rickmansworth 720485

MICHAEL J. MULCAHY, AlP
Plumbing and Heating Services

2 All Saints Lane,
Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth, Telephone:
Hertfordshire. Rickmansworth 775086

Tel: RICKMANSWORTH 7740741775922

CRESCENT CARS
TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE

AIRPORTS - LONDON STATIONS
OUR SPECIALITY

PRIVATE PARCELS DELIVERY

160 Watford Road
Croxley Green,
Herts. WD3 3BZ

RADIO
CONTROLLED CARS
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"The most beautiful Indian Restaurant in Hertfordshire"

THE STANDARD
TANDOORIRESTAURANT

Fully Licensed • Take-Away Service

at 208 WATFORD ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN, HERTFORDSHIRE
Telephone: Watford 41538

G. W. Hunt & Son

Family Grocers and Provision Merchants

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE

12 Scots Hill, Croxley Green

Telephone: Rickmansworth 772127

H. WILLOUGHBY

305 Baldwins Lane, Croxley Green
Telephone: Rickmansworth 774559

High Class Fruit & Vcget ables
PERSONAL SER VICE

SAFETY ALARM SYSTEMS LIMITED
117 New Road, Croxley Green.

Rickmansworth 775099/775575

24-hour radio-controlled service
01-4608264

Burglar alarms, door and window locks
supplied and installed

Free Estimates
CALLERS WELCOME

PKVideo PKVideo

MAC - CUFFLEY
Dry Cleaners

54 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
(Next to Esso Garage)

Complete repair and Dry Cleaning Service.
Our Dry Cleaning is the cheapest.

Why travel to pay more?

THE TRAVELLING
GRAMOPHONE COMPANY

The Best Name in Travelling Discos

Telephone: WATFORD 30789

flit's

ELECTRICAL
Lighting, Sockets, Cookers, Garages,

Extensions, etc.

R. Walker, 1 Harvey Road, CroxIey Green
Telephone: Rickmansworth 776318

"The Handyman's Shop" Tel. Rick. 775697

P. BECKFORD Ltd.
307 BALDWINS LANE,

CROXLEY GREEN
Timber, Hardboard and Mouldings

Ironmongery and Tools Domestic Hardware
Garden Requisites Key Cutting

Electrical Accessories Glass cut to size
Stockists of High Class Decorating Materials
Agents fot Crown. I.C.I., Melody. Sanderson

and Shand Kydd Wallpapers

PK VIDEO FILMS
322a ST. ALBANS ROAD, WATFORD
also at CROXLEY VIDEO SERVICE

VHS and Betamax
Large selection of popular films. Only £40 life
membership with £2 per exchange. No time limit.

Local delivery service free of charge.
Special membership concessions at the Croxlev

shop.

Watford 40907,12 noon until8pm.

PLUMBING HEATING
24 HOUR SERVICE

EMERGENCY!
SERVICES Co.

WATFORD26666
ELECTRICAL DRAINS

WEllER HillI HUBBLE
Estate Agents, Auctioneers, Surveyors and Valuers. Established 1862.

162 Watford Road, Croxley Green. Telephone: Rickmansworth 774734/5
15 Church Street, Rickmansworth. Telephone: Rickmansworth 775232

Head Office
'Monmouth House', 99 The Parade, High Street, Watford WD1 1LT.

Telephone Watford 23372
Other Offices at: Abbots Langley, Amersham, Bricket Wood, Bushev, Chesham,

Chorleywood, Garston, Northwood, Oxhey and Pinner.

W. GADSDEN & SON
FAMILY BUTCHERS

175 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Telephone: Rickmansworth 772171

Petit Roque Limited
5a New Road, Croxley Green.

Rickmansworth 720968/779291
FREE EXPERT ADVICE TO ALL VISITORS

CROXLEY TRAVEL AND
THEATRE SERVICE LTD.

154 Watford Road, CroxIey Green.
Telephone: Rickmansworth 776252/3

We offer the complete travel service by
acting as agents for all the world's trans-
portation and holiday companies. For

the best in personal attention -
call in and see us.

TYSONS HARDWARE
(Proprietor: T.R. Tysonl

143-154 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN
Electrical Plumbing
Houseware Paints
Timber Wallpaper
Hardboard Paraffin
Garden Equipment Pet Foods

DELIVERY SERVICE

TELEPHONE: RICKMANSWORTH 720625

A.DICKINSON
& CO.

REGISTERED PLUMBERS
and

HEA TlNG ENGINEERS

64a Valley Walk, Croxley Green
WATFORD 20819
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